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FIFTY YEARS OF GOSPEL SEED SOWING
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The Evangelical Visitor
P. J. Wiebe
Blessings on those noble men,
Who dared to do the right;
Who gave to us the "Visitor",
And labored for it day and night.
They labored hard and long and well
In this world of sin and woe;
To give to us this magazine,
That was fifty years ago.

It brought us news from foreign lands,
Where missionaries true,
Tell to the lost and ruined tribes
The Old, Old Story, ever New.
It told us of revivals held
How God did bless His Word;
We read how saints were sanctified,
How sinners found the Lord.

Now at this golden jubilee,
Let us not fail nor shirk;
Let us consider what it costs
In money, thought and work
Let us stand by it with our prayers,
Our attitude and cash;
Remember all the good it does
Forget the failures of the past.

How oft when I perused its page
My soul was blessed and thrilled;
When I read of victory
And that souls were Spirit-filled.
Then too, it sometimes sadness brought
When loved ones passed away;
Which told us that we too must die
And therefore watch and pray.

The "Visitor" has blessings brought
To many lonely hearts;
Its pages are with comfort fraught
As it on its way departs.
It cheered the lonely traveler
Upon the narrow way;
It helped the sinner find the Lord,
It helped the saint to watch and pray.

Now on its Anniversary
Let's cheerfully obey;
And do our best on every line
And our subscriptions pay.
It has helped to spread the news
Of full salvation and God's love
Of peace on earth, good ivill to men
And of God's heaven above.

Anniversary Number—Printed and Published by the E. V. Publishing House, Nappanee, Indiana
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Tlftg Evangelical
Sr. S.
For fifty years this little friend,
A welcome friend indeed,
Each fortnight brought us messages
We loved so much to read.
It told us stories of the cross,
Of Jesus crucified.
Of some whose lives were saved from sin
For whom the Saviour died.
It brought us news both near and far,
From home and foreign lands.
From Africa's rough, rocky hills,
From India's burning sands.
It told about our home folk,
Of brethren, here and there,
Service for Christ and for the Church.
Stvieet fellowship, and tender care.
Of missionaries, brave and true,
Who answered to their call.

Visitor

McTaggart
And for the sakes of dying
They sacrificed their all.

souls

They ventured on in darkest wilds,
With natives btind in sin,
To tell a dying Saviour's love
So freely given them.
Many workers spent their
Their bones lie now at
Beneath a home or foreign
Their souls are with the

lives.
rest
soil
blest.

But others still obey the call.
May God raise many more,
Until the love of Jesus spreads
To all, from shore to shore.
So now go
Speed on
To comfort
Until the

forth, my little friend,
and wend your way,
many hearts and homes
final day.

foreword
N PRESENTING this work to our readers and especially to our
Fellowship, Members of the Brethren in Christ Church, it has
been our aim to present in a Commemoration Volume some of the
achievements of the past years, in which are found the elements of
spiritual, intellectual and mechanical progress. The underlying
cause for the publication of this volume is due, of course, to the fact that
the year, 1937, inscribes a milestone of the fiftieth year of publication for
the EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
Our readers will find herein things both new and old. To our youthful
readers, we hope that as they peruse the reminiscences which were dug out
of the now almost forgotten history of the early church, they will revere
and appreciate those early struggles and efforts which were encountered by
church leaders of that day, and will prize more highly those religious customs and practices founded not merely upon tradition, but upon the teachings of the Word of God, and that they will be inclined not to sacrifice these
to the shallow and soul-less demands of a modernistic day.
To our older people who have been so kindly spared by a merciful
Providence to witness this Anniversary hour, we hope that the matter
herein presented, including the illustrations of both interesting and historic places and people, may be comforted as was David in that you have
served your day and generation well. That you may know that your gifts
to the Publishing interests of the Church have not been in vain, but thru
them you have sown the seed of the Gospel beside all waters.

Confession of Faith
E BELIEVE in God the Father who is eternal, self-existing, omnipotent and omnipresent, and in Jesus Christ His only begotten
Son, our Lord and Savior, who is very God and man, and who became incarnate, suffered and died for the sins of the whole human
family; and in the Holy Spirit who is equal in being with the
Father and the Son; that these three constitute the One Triune God,
who created the Heaven and the Earth, and all that in them is, visible
and invisible, and who sustains, governs, protects and supports the same.
We believe that the Holy Bible, the Old and New Testament, is the Word of
God; and that the fall of man in Adam, and the Redemption through
Christ, are plainly taught therein; and that faith in our Savior, and true
repentance, forgiveness of sins, and obedience to Christ and His commandments, is the only true way by which we may become and remain Christians. We believe in a Holy Church, the sanctification of believers, the
Communion of Saints, the Second and Pre-millenial Coming of Christ, the
Resurrection of the body, life everlasting, and the judgment and punishment of the impenitent. We believe that the ordinances, namely: Baptism
by trine immersion, washing the saints' feet, and the communion or partaking of the emblems of the broken body and the shed blood of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ, and the devotional prayer veiling, are enjoined and
should be practiced by all Christian societies. We believe that the Scriptures teach that Christians should not be conformed to this world, but that
they are a separate people; and we believe that it teaches the doctrine of
non-resistance in a qualified sense; that it is not the Christian's privilege to
take up the sword or fight with carnal weapons, yet it is his duty to be
strictly loyal to the Government under which he lives, in all things that do
not conflict with, or are not forbidden by the Word.
THE BRETHREN IN CHRIST
(Tunkers in Canada)

When... Why...

How...

By the Editor
"And

the Lord answered

me and said, Write

the vision, and make it plain upon tables, that he may run that readeth it." Hab. 2:2.

E N we consider that the greatest gateway to the human
W Hsoul
is the eye, and that the powerful influence of all liter-

was chosen as the first Editor. He then lived near White Pigeon,
Michigan, and the first issue of the paper appeared August 1st,
ature is most unbelievable, that every book, pamphlet or paper 1887, under the name "Evangelical Visitor," which name it has
which we read, deposits with us a residum of good or evil, that we carried consecutively throughout the fifty years of its existence.
cannot read a single piece of literature without leaving one or
In the Conference of 1887, we note one of the important
other of these, we do not wonder that Jehovah said to Habakkuk, questions for discussion and consideration was that of the
"Write the vision, and make it plain so that he that readeth may Church's relation to Indian Missions. Bish. Jesse Engle was aprun."
pointed chairman of the Committee to investigate the possibility
It is undoubtedly true that God appeals to our highest nature of establishing Mission work among the Indians, and to locate a
through literature, and when Jehovah gave to Moses those sublime field of labor in some part of the Indian Territory, and true to its
revelations contained in the Penteteuch, and wrote for him those mission to awaken interest and give enlightenment, the first issue
words of His Holy Law contained in the Ten Commandments, of the paper contains the following:
He looked forward to the time when His revelation as contained
" W e hope that the churches throughout the Brotherhood will
in the W o r d of Truth, known as the Holy Scriptures, should be not forget to act on the suggestion of our last General Conference
complete from Genesis to Revelation.
in regard to the means for the support of our mission work.
This W o r d contains the record of His Son, and it is through Make the gift liberal and make it early. Take the Apostle's
the truth therein revealed that the spirit of God is manifested in advice, 'Let every one of you lay by him in store, as God has
the human heart and life. Therefore, as we consider the Book of prospered him.' Remember, the Lord loveth a cheerful giver."
God, the Bible, and note the majesty of its language, its dramatic
Permission having been granted to publish the paper for a
appeal to the human heart, and its pathos, it proves itself easily period of four years, at the end of which time it was again to
the crowning masterpiece of all literature. Its excellency has not come up for reconsideration, and if we are correctly informed,
nor never will be surpassed, but the thing that makes the N e w the question was to be discussed in that locality from which the
Testament and the activities of the early church stand out so greatest opposition to the paper had come.
clearly in the minds of the Bible readers is the Book of Acts, beThe Annual Conference of the Brethren in Christ convened
cause it portrays the activities of the work of the Holy Spirit in 1891 at the Mastersonville Church in Lancaster County,
going from one church to another, the establishment of the work Pennsylvania, the date being M a y 20th and 22nd. Conference
of Christ in new fields. In those early days, the best they could was large—probably the largest in the history of the brotherhood.
do was short, written messages or messages conveyed by word of Many matters of importance were up for discussion and disposal.
mouth, which formed the medium of contact from one group of Finally, the all-important matter of the Conference, which should
believers to another.
decide the fate of this child, the " E V A N G E L I C A L VISITOR,"
In the early beginnings of the Brethren in Christ Church, which had been given only a temporary home but had now for
which occurred in the same era as the Colonial development of four years met and fulfilled actively all that could be desired or
the American Continent, and with the frequent migrations of our expected of one so young in years, came up.
people from one state to another, it soon became apparent to the
At this point we quote the editor's comment in the "Visitor"
leaders of the early church that the one necessary medium of of June 1st, 1891,
communication, by which news of the work of the church could
"Among the important decisions rendered, there was no
be communicated to others, and through which the doctrines, as other that apparently engaged the attention and interest of the
accepted by the church, could be explained and amplified, was whole Conference so much as did the subject of the continuation
the establishment of a church paper which should make its regular of our church paper, the 'Evangelical Visitor'. This interest was
visits throughout the entire brotherhood.
not developed alone at the Conference, but was carried there
There were those then, and they are to be found in every from many localities where the brethren had learned to love it
age, who could not see the need, nor recognize this as one of for the encouragement and comfort which they gathered from its
God's avenues of progress, and felt that there were too many columns.
evils attendant to the launching of a publication, but others who
" W h e n the subject of publication of a church paper was
had thought into the matter deep enough to recognize the value first considered in the Brotherhood, there was considerable opof Christian literature in the trainposition manifested, and as foring a n d development of t h e
bearance and regard were exerChurch, felt that it would be we41
cised by the brethren towards one
nigh criminal negligence if they
another and their wishes respectshould not urge upon others the
ed in Christian love, the matter
great necessity, and if possible,
made very slow progress; but fiproceed with the launching of a
nally, after sixteen years of agitapaper to fill this long-felt need
tion the proposition to publish a
throughout the brotherhood.
trial paper for four years was
W i t h this in mind, the matter
passed upon and granted. Many
of a church periodical, after many
were grieved at its introduction
years of agitation, at the Conferinto the church even in this manence of the Brethren in Christ held
ner, and to those opposed a promat the home of Cyrus Lenhert on
ise was given that the Conference
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
for its ratification or rejection, at
of M a y 18th, 19th and 20th, 1887,
the expiration of the four years,
it was decided to launch the new The Home of Cyrus Lenhert. Here the General Conference should be held where the largest
enterprise. Eld. Henry Davidson
first decided to print the "E vangelical Visitor" in 1887.
opposition lived.
[ seven ]

"In justice to those who were
opposed, let it be said that their opposition did not arise so much to the
paper itself as to the evils liable to
follow with it, as was supposed to
have resulted to other denominations
from like publications in their respective churches.
But the good
resulting from the circulation of the
'Visitor' in the church, which was
made apparent during the four years
of its existence, won many of those
formerly opposed and they became
steadfast and a c t i v e friends, and
worked in its favor,
" W h e n the council convened,
the work of harmonizing the differences progressed favorably, and it
was soon made apparent to all that it
would not be advisable to disconThe Union Grove Church
tinue its publication. W h e n the vote
was finally taken on the question of
continuance it carried by a small majority of those present. During
the progress of the voting, the interest in the large audience was
great, and as the work progressed, the fears and hopes of the
friends, as well as of those opposed alternately arose and fell, yet
silence prevailed and resignation to the decision, whatever it might
be, was no doubt the firm resolve of all present. W e were very
much gratified to notice the Christian forbearance and spirit of
resignation that was manifested. Not a word was spoken in
our hearing that seemed like exultation by the friends of the measure, nor a word of dissatisfaction by those opposed, but a general acquiescence to the decision.
" W e believe now the future of the 'Visitor' will be more
prosperous than ever before, and we trust that all will join in
heartily to increase its circulation and usefulness everywhere."
The "Evangelical Visitor" was begun as a monthly publica
tion, and continued as such until January 1st, 1890. It was then
published semi-monthly and at a later date, this was changed to
a bi-weekly publication in order to give it a regular and consecu
tive publication date.
Within a month after the Conference referred to above held
at Mastersonville in 1891, and at which Conference it was also
decided to move the paper to Abilene, Kansas, the change was
made, and we note an editorial in the July 1st issue of that year
which speaks of various locations which were offered, and also
gives reasons why it was located in Abilene. Elsewhere in this
issue, in the biographies of the several Editors, further information
is given
W i t h the printing of the October 1st issue, 1896, a change in
%r
Editors was made.
years ofr faithful service,
"Eld.
~ " ~ After
" nine
~
'
"" '
Henry Davidson was succeeded by Henry N . Engle of Abilene,
Kansas, who continued as Editor until June 1st, 1899. He was
succeeded by Eld. Samuel Zook of Abilene, Kansas, who had for
some time been a member of the Board of Publication. Bro.
Zook occupied the Editor's chair for one year, at which time,
at the General Conference held in the Dayton District, Ohio,
Eld. George Detwiler was appointed as Editor. Pervious to
this time he was on the Editorial Staff as an associate.
He took up active duties on June 1st, 1900, and continued as
Editor of the paper until
..„..-, December
^
i__.. 31st,
<,,_. 1918.
mio
At the General Conference of 1902, it was decided to move
the " E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R " to Harrisburg, Penn. However, for the remaining part of the year from June to December,
the " V I S I T O R " was printed and mailed at Abilene, Kansas.
The city of Harrisburg then became the " V I S I T O R ' S " home until
August, 1912, at which time it was moved to Grantham, Penn.
The Grantham Printing Company began its printing and mailing.
At the Conference held in June, 1918, at the Union Grove
Church, Elkhart County, Indiana, Eld. V . L. Stump was appointed Editor and began active duties on January 1st, 1919. In the

early spring of that same year, the
" V I S I T O R " office was moved to
Nappanee, Indiana, at which place it
has since remained.
Conditions which the Publication
Board faced from time to time during
the W a r , and even afterwards, and
the great desirability to have a publishing plant of our own, and the
hope or vision of the possibility of
printing all of our own literature,
seemed to grow by leaps and bounds,
until in the Spring of 1920, the matter
was first brought to the attention of
the Elkhart County District Council.
The Editor, being present at that
time, sensed the need of following
up the expressions given during the
Council's deliberations.
The one who seemed to have the
near Nappanee, Indiana
greatest burden for this need was Sr.
Sarah Fisher of near N e w Paris, Ind.
Although a woman of only moderate means, and of a very limited
education, she was farsighted enough to see the great possibilities
that lay in store for the Church of her choice if it were only possible for us to equip a Publishing Plant of our own, where all of
our work could be done under Church supervision.
After a little consultation, it was learned that she would be
willing to make a substantial gift toward starting the enterprise.
She, with her husband, made a total gift of twelve hundred dollars in Annuities, besides other help given toward this worthy
project. Thus encouraged, the Editor communicated with Bish.
O. B. Ulery, who at that time was already a member of the
Publication Board. As a result, the Editor was invited to meet
with the Ohio State Council, which was to convene in a few days,
and time was there given to lay the matter before the Council
convened. Every encouragement was given. The matter was
definitely placed on foot to bring before General Conference,
Perhaps one of the greatest and most outstanding Conferences
in the history of the Church in the last quarter century, was that
held at Duntroon, Ont., in 1920, a Conference which was well
attended by delegates and members from both Canada and the
States.
At this Conference, and practically in a single day, the gifts
and subscriptions given toward launching a Publishing House
project, amounted to something over ten thousand dollars. Thus
encouraged by the spirit of the Brotherhood and decisions of
General Conference, the Publication Board investigated the possibility of acquiring our own plant. It was learned that the News
Publishing Company, which was then printing the "VISITOR,
could be purchased. It was then publishing a weekly newspaper
and doing a small line of job work in connection with its newspaper publication.
The equipment and good-will of the N E W S , including the
paper, was purchased for $5,750.00. The good-will and subscription list of the paper was then sold to the Nappanee Advance for
the sum of $1,000.00, the Board having no desire to enter into
the weekly newspaper field.
e 0n
t0
moderni2e the lant and to e
f^I^
J° J^
it with
machinery
suitable for our own work Pand 'for doing W
commercial work as well. It was felt that in view of our small constituency, other work would necessarily need to be done in order
to properly equip and maintain a printing establishment suitable
for our ever growing needs.
During this period it was necessary to build up a commercial
printing business, and to develop our free literature department
and other things in connection with the publishing interests of the
Church. W h e n we consider that a two revolution book and job
press, capable of printing a sheet size 25 x 3& inches, cost in the
neighborhood of five thousand dollars, and a typesetting machine
almost a like amount, it will not be hard to see why considerable

[ eight ]

money had to be invested in order to properly equip our Publishing Plant for the work which it has during these years been required to do.
An investment of one hundred thousand dollars in printing
machinery is considered relatively small, and yet with our investment in machinery and equipment being only a little more than
one-third of that amount, our plant has continued to function
and maintain, even through depression when subscriptions fell
off by the hundreds, our publishing interests and to keep up the
standards of our publications.
In 1924, someone again caught a vision of really having our
own building so that the $100.00 per month, $1,200.00 per year,
which we were forced to pay for rent, could be saved and our
way opened for a step forward in our publishing interests. At
the Conference of 1924, held at the Highland Church in Southern
Ohio, the Publishing House interests of the Church received new
life. A plan was presented to Conference for raising the necessary funds to erect our own building. The response by the
Church was most generous and hearty. Conference decided that
the plant should be located in the City of Nappanee, where the
"Visitor" was then being printed.
After considerable deliberation and investigating, the Publication Board selected the present site at the Corner of Elm and
Centennial Streets. In the early Fall of that same year, the
building got under way. Due, however, to snow falling on the 19th
day of October and its wintering up shortly after, the building
project was more or less delayed and additional costs were involved. However, in January of 1925, the building was ready for
occupancy and in a single day the large presses and typesetting
machines were moved to the new location.
The local district turned out en masse and Providence having
favored us with a beautiful snow the day before, we were able to
place the heavy machinery on sleds and skids, and having previously built a platform at the rear entrance, we were able to
drive in with the teams and spot the heavy machines almost
where we wanted them.
The Publishing House building is of tile and brick construction, a one-story, fire-proof building, 64 x 96, with the heating
plant and fuel storage room 16 x 30 in addition. It will be twelve
years and six months, August 1, 1937, since we have moved into
the building which was erected at a cost of $15,935.00, including
the ground which cost $2,200. Figuring the rent at $100.00 a
month, the amount we were paying in the building formerly occupied by us, we have an amount of $15,000. Added to this,
amounts saved in light bills, fuel, etc., we can say with a great
degree of certainty that the building has actually paid for itself
up to this date in the saving of rent, and is tax free.
During these years which have been marked by many direct
answers to prayer, it has been the aim and effort of the Publishing
House, first of all, to serve the Church and through it, serve our
Redeemer. Many hours have been spent in the development of
our Church Periodicals and meeting the problems of many who
have written for advice and help, in preparing, printing and distributing the millions of tracts that have gone out from the
Publishing House, all of which have been made possible through
the fine response of those in the Church who from the beginning
have had a vision of the great possibilities that lay in store for
us as a people.
One need not wonder that the Publication Board, as they
were apprised of the fact that the Fiftieth Anniversary of the
" E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R " was approaching, and as they
reviewed the great work that had been done, and the loyal response the Church has given, that now in this Fiftieth Anniversary
Commemoration, they be permitted to make the
Third Major Drive and give opportunity to many
in the Church, who have not yet responded to the
need, to come forward at this time with liberal donations so that when we gather for this Anniversary
Commemoration Service, there may be in their
hands that amount of money which will enable
them to burn mortgages and notes, so that they may

be able to liquidate indebtedness that is still standing against the
Publishing House.
W h a t a relief it will be for the Publication Board and management of the Publishing House, and of continuing and developing
the things that were in the original purpose of its creation, to be
relieved of the necessity and added burden of raising interest
funds on indebtedness, which must come from the earnings of the
plant. It is our humble prayer that the results may far exceed
our highest expectations, and we believe they shall.
The past several General Conferences have done much in
awakening interest and acquainting the Church with this great
work.
Many have expressed themselves as follows: " W e had
no idea of the work that was being done! W e did not understand the purposes of the Publishing House. W e are sorry we
didn't understand—we would have helped before. W e want to
help now!"
W e trust that this same attitude will prevail among all who
have been newly awakened to the possibilities, and privilege, and
to others as well who have been so faithful during the years and
have always responded to its needs.

The Development of Our Sunday
School Literature
The agitation for our own series of Sunday School Quarterlies and Papers was begun quite a good many years ago, but came
to a definite action in 1908. A great deal of credit is due Bish.
John A. Stump, (deceased) who fathered the first movement to
bring the matter before General Conference. He, with Eld. D. W ,
Heise of Gormley, Ont., were appointed as a Committee at the
Conference of 1908, to investigate the matter and report the
possibilities of having our own series of Sunday School Quarterlies and Papers published in the following manner:
All matter to be subject to correction by our Editor, who
would have the power to eliminate therefrom such matter as
would conflict with the faith and doctrines of the Brethren in
Christ; and the Quarterlies required by our Schools to have our
Church name printed on the cover, etc.
This agreement was fully ratified by Conference and entered
into with the Mennonite Publishing House at Scottdale, Penn.
The Editor of the " E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R , " Eld. George
Detwiler, who was then occupying the Editorial chair, also became Editor of the Sunday School Quarterlies and Papers. This
ratification took place at the Conference of 1909 at Abilene,
Kansas, and in January 1, 1910, the plan was put into operation
and we hereby express our appreciation to the Mennonite Publishing House at Scottdale, Penn., for these many years of splendid co-operation and helpfulness.
After the Publishing Plant became a realization, we began
the publication of our own Sunday School Papers—First, the
"Sunbeams" and "Youth's Visitors" and later "The SundaySchool Herald." These several publications immediately opened
the way for us to feature the institutional work of our Church.
W e d o not consider it out of place to say at this point that
the aim to compile and publish our own Sunday School Literature
in its entirety is one of the unrealized things for which the Publishing House had its original inception. There are many, we
know, who d o not understand, because of lack of contact, the
great work involved in these publications. An Editorial Staff
must be provided which has sufficient Biblical and literary training to be able to produce Sunday School literature in a commendable and satisfactory way. Then, too, a sufficient quantity of each
Quarterly must be used in order to meet the cost of publication.
Since our membership is small, we have not yet
been able to see our way open to engage an Editorial Staff, which would be compelled to spend nearly
all of their time in the compilation of Quarterlies,
and to remunerate them properly, and get this literature to our people at a price in keeping with that
charged by other denominations who supply a much
larger fellowship.
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Brethren in Christ Publication Board
Incorporated

Christ has no hands but ours
To do His work

to-day;

He has no feet but our feet
To lead men in His

way,

He has no tongue but our

tongues

To tell men how He died;
He has no help but our help
To bring men to His side!
O H M E R 11 H E R R
Secretary
Clayton, Ohio
CHAS. E. C L O U S E
Treasurer
Nappanee, Indiana

ORVILLE B. U L E R Y
President and Chairman
Springfield, Ohio
LABAN W . W I N G E R T
Chambersburg, Penn,

C. J. CARLSON
Chicago, Illinois

Little is much if God is in it;
Man's busiest
minute,

days

not

Much is little

everywhere,

worth

God's

If God the labor do not share;
So work with God and nothing's

lost,

Who works with Him does best and most:
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I.

For the Evangelical Visitor.

THE EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
The "Visitor" of love and truth
Should fill the heart of child and youth
With thoughts and words, and lines so
sweet,
Each one the active mind would greet.
The young with living hopes aspire
To raise their aspirations higher,
Than to enjoy the charms of mirth,
And cling alone to things of earth.
The older ones, here too, may find
Consoling words to cheer the mind;
And each in turn, here too, may read
The things that they in life most need.
O may this little medium be,
As bread cast on the raging sea;
And, in after days and years of strife,
Lead many to the new-born life.
And, if such glorious work is done,
Beneath the circle of the sun,
To God be all the honor due
Through labor wrought by •friends so
true.
And, when we come to close this life,
Accompanied with such work and strife,
O may we then with victory fraught,
Be led in triumph home to God!
T. A.

Kellinger, Pa.
.
<m , m

LONG.

'

SALUTATORY.
In accepting the position of Editor, to
which we have been appointed by the
the Board of Publication, we are well
aware of the arduous duty and great responsibility resting upon us. It is therefore not without some fear and a conciousness of our own inability to do justice to
the work before us, and to meet the
approbation of the church that we enter
upon it. But while we thus temporarily,

No. 1

at least, assume the responsibility, we which pervades the Brotherhood, that in
trust we shall have the co-operation of the writing for publication in the Visitor, they
Church, that each member will feel that a will not present anything unprofitable, or
part of the great work of publishing a that would have a tendency to cause dischurch paper and of assisting in the spread cord or dissensions in the Church, and
of Evangelical truths rests with him. save us the unpleasant task of excluding
That as we have opportunity to do good, communications. To this end and on the
so we are responsible to God and to our work before us, we would invoke the aid
fellow-men for what we do r or what,we of our Heavenly Father and his Holy
could do in making this medium of com- Spirit, that the work might not he a formunication worthy of the important place mal one, but that a deep spiritual feeling
it should fill in the history of the Church. might pervade every effort.
We have long since felt the necessity of
just such a church paper, and now, since
THE TWO STRONG ARMS.
it has been established through the action
of our last General Conference, we will
A great scholar in Germany went one
state here that we desire and by the help day to church. On his way he met a poor
of the Board of Publication and the co- old man, to whom he wished "good
operation of the Church in general expect morning/' The poor man thanked him,
to give all our energies to the work, and but added he did not exactly remember
in doing so we may not always meet the ever having a bad one.
approbation of all; but, though we may
"Well, then, I wish you much luck."
err, the error will not be of the heart, and " I thank you, sir; but, to tell the truth,
we hope our brethren will be ready to I never yet have had bad luck, I have
correct and to forgive. We would say never yet had a sorrowful morning; for if
" t o err is human; to forgive is divine."
I am hungry, I praise God; if I am cold,
Then while we send forth this, the first I praise God; if it rain or snow, thunder
number of the Evangelical Visitor, we or lighten, I praise God, and am always
trust, yes more, we believe that, notwith- joyful. And I have never had a bad
standingjhere may be errors or mistakes week. I resign myself to my dear Lord
in it, yet it will receive at your hands a and Savior, and am sure he does nothing
hearty reception, and your cordial co- wrong."
operation to introduce it into every house,
The scholar was astonished at the faith
and to make '.the unpretentious Visitor a of the poor man, and asked again, what
blessing both to saved and unsaved.
he would do if God should thrust him
It would be impossible for us in our in- into hell at last. "Thrust me into hell?
experience to lay down or form any That he will never do," answered the
special rules to guide us in the publica- poor man; "but if he should, I have
tions of this paper in the future: but this two arms—the arm of faith and the
we will say that the BIBLE. US doctrines arm of love—with them I would grasp
and its Evangelical truths shall constitute him, and hold him so fast that he must
go with me: and where my Lord and my
the basis of our publications.
While we shall select with care, we shall guide is, there is my heaven."—Fifty
feel it our duty to decide fearlessly and years and beyond.
impartially what to publish and what not
to publish. We trust, however, to the I HOLINESS becometh thine house, O
good sense and the deep christian spirit | Lord, forever. Ps. 93: 5.
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him, they approach him with confidence, if they know the father
can comply with their requests. Our heavenly Father is both
w.lling and able to supply all our wants.
It is true that in our fallen condition, we have no claims upon
Dr. W. O. Baker
God, only such as He grants us in assuming this fellowship relation. Without this we cannot approach God boldly (confidently).
Evangelical Visitor, August 1, 1887
W e cannot come in the only name that gives us access to the
RAYER is one of the highest Privileges and most sacred du- throne of grace. This fellowship implies forgiveness of sins, the
ties conferred upon fallen man. That man, after he had for- witness of the Spirit, the love of God shed abroad in the soul,
feited every claim to God's mercy, by the commission of sin, the gift of the Holy Spirit.
should be permitted to approach God and speak to Him, is wonIf we have this vital union with Christ we are instinctively
derful. That he should be encouraged to do so, by many precious drawn to Him. W e feel that we live and move and have our bepromises and solicited to make his wants known, and have the ing in Him, spiritually as well as physically. Our wants bring us
assurance that his prayers will be anon our knees, for this relation causes
swered, is amazing. These promises
us to "hunger and thirst after righteousness." M y beloved fellow pildo not extend to all, nor is this privigrims, have we this fellowship, this
lege and duty conferred upon all invital union? It is not enough that we
discriminately. There are only two
had it once. W e must have it now.
classes to whom the promises are adHave we the love of God shed abroad
dressed, namely, the penitent sinner
in the heart? Have we the witness of
and the Christian. Each has promthe Spirit? If so, we have the first
ises and prerogatives peculiar to him.
condition of effectual prayer.
The humble and sorrowing (Ps. 34:18)
have special promises of God's mercy.
The second condition is, obedience
The conditions of effectual prayer
to God's commands—walking in the
light. It is not enough that we were
are: First, fellowship with God—vital
once born but we must continue to
union with Christ. Notwithstanding
live. The prophet Isaiah, chap. 58:7-9
the full exhibition of God's love to His
sets forth this condition in the followchildren, the wicked are without proming language: "Is it not to deal thy
ise, both as to the right of prayer and
bread to the hungry, and that thou
the reception of mercy. Sin separates
bring the poor that are cast out to thy
from God.
God says through the
home? W h e n thou seest the naked
prophet Isaiah, chapter 59:1, 2: "Behold, the Lord's hand is not shortened,
Dr. W. O. Baker, Preacher, Author, Physician that thou cover him; and that thou hide
not thy self from thine own flesh?
that it cannot save; neither his ear
"Then shall thy light break forth as the morning and thy
heavy, that it cannot hear: But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid his face from health shall spring forth speedily; and thy righteousness shall go
before thee; the glory of the Lord shall be thy reward. Then
you, that he will not hear."
Through Ezekiel, chap. 14:3: "Son of man, these men have shalt thou call, and the Lord shall answer; thou shalt cry and he
set up their idols in their hearts, and put the stumbling block of shall say, Here 1 am. If thou take away from the midst of thee
their iniquity before their faces: should I be inquired of at all by the yoke, the putting forth of the finger and speaking vanity."
them?" And, Prov. 15:8 and 29: "The sacrifice of the wicked is Here we learn that adorning the doctrine of Christ by works of
an abomination to the Lord: but the prayer of the upright is his love and a life of purity give access to God's throne with the
promise of great blessings. Again the beloved John says, I John
delight.
"The Lord is far from the wicked; but he heareth the prayer 3:22: "And whatsoever we ask we receive of him, because we
keep his commandments, and do those things which are pleasing
of the righteous."
John 9:31: " N o w we know that God heareth not sinners: but in his sight." Here obedience and walking in the light are made a
if any man be a worshiper of God, and doeth his wJl, him he condition of effectual prayer. W h e n by a consistent walk we
heareth." I Peter 3:12 "For the eyes of the Lord are over the please God, then "Our hearts do not condemn us" and we can
righteous, and his ears are open unto their prayers; but the face approach God with confidence. W h e n our hearts condemn us
"God is greater and knows all things." How can we then apof the Lord is against them that do evil."
proach God by faith? God's light will reveal in us all our deThese passages prove abundantly that God will not hear the
fects and illuminate every dark corner. W e must not stay in the
prayer of the impenitent; but that He delights in the prayers of
shadow of the world to hide our uncleanness and moral deformithose that love and serve Him.
ty, or God will not hear our petitions nor accept our oblations.
W e will introduce another passage that fully sets forth this
Are we implicitly obedient to God? Do we walk in the light
first condition. John 14:7: "If ye abide in me, and my words
that reveals our moral defects? If so, we fill the second condiabide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it shall be done unto tion of effectual prayer.
you." T o abide in Christ we must have put Him on wholly. W e
must remain with Him and in Him. If His words abide in us we
The third condition is, the intercession of the indwelling
are thoroughly under the control of God's word; this assures im- spirit. Without the intercession of God's Spirit it is impossible
plicit obedience, for we no longer live unto ourselves, but we live to pray acceptably to God. God through the prophet Zech.
for Christ. If this is our condition what a broad promise we have. chap. 12:10 promises this spirit in the following language: "And
How largely we may ask.
I will pour upon the house of David and upon the inhabitants of
If we have this vital union with our God, then the relation Jerusalem the Spirit of Grace and of supplication." Jude 20, "But
of father and children exists. If children desire gifts they do not ye beloved, building up yourselves on your most Holy faith, prayapply to strangers inasmuch as they have no claim on strangers, ing in the Holy Ghost." Rom. 8:26, 27: "Likewise the Spirit also
but they apply to the father, who, they are conscious loves them, helpeth our infirmitie's; for we know not what we should pray
and if they feel they have been obedient and dutiful and love for as we ought but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us

CONDITIONS OF EFFECTUAL
PRAYER

P
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with groanings that cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh
intercession for the saints according to the will of God." W e
learn from these passages that the Holy Spirit leads and urges us
to prayer, brings us to feel our wants, indites our prayers, gives
us a longing after God's grace and makes intercession for us.
Thus our prayers are kept unselfish, having reference to
God's glory and our wants, if led by the spirit we will not "ask
amiss that we may consume it upon our lusts." The leading of
the Spirit will keep our prayers from becoming cold, routine and
formal. But will make them like live coals from the altar of God,
emitting sparks of heavenly light, and glowing with heavenly
fire. Our infirmities are great, but the Spirit will help them. W e
know not what to ask but the Spirit will make known unto us our
wants.
Are we in the possession of this spirit? If so, we have the
third condition of effectual prayer. The fourth condition of effectual prayer is the exercise of faith. That faith is essential to
effectual prayer, is abundantly attested by the W o r d of God.
W e turn to Heb. 11:6: "But without faith it is impossible to please
him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him." Heb. 10:19-22:
"Having therefore, brethren, boldness to enter into the holiest by
the blood of Christ.
"By a new and living way, which he hath consecrated for us,
through the vail, that is to say, his flesh;
"And having a high priest over the house of God, Let us
draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed
with pure water." Matt. 21:22; "And all things whatsoever ye
shall ask in prayer believing, ye shall receive."
Mark 11:24: "Therefore, I say unto you, what things soever
ye desire, when ye pray, believe that ye receive them, and ye
shall have them." James 1:5-7: "If any of you lack wisdom, let
him ask of God that giveth to all men liberally, and upbraideth
not; and it shall be given him. But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering. For he that wavereth is like the wave of the sea driven
with the wind and tossed. For let not that man think that he
shall receiye anything from the Lord."
In these passages we have predicated as an essential to be
heard. Faith in the being of God and His ability and willingness
to reward and grant the requests of those who come to Him, filling the conditions of the promises. W o u l d it not be mockery to
ask God to bless us and at the same time believe that He either

The Golden Key

could not or would not grant our petitions, provided we ask as
prescribed in His word.
How admirable was the faith of the prophet Elijah, when he
proposed the prayer test to the idolatrous priests and his own
people, who had forsaken the commands of the Lord. After the
priests of Baal cried aloud and entreated their gods all day in
vain, the prophet at the time of evening sacrifice, built up the
altar of the Lord, which was broken down, placed his wood and
sacrifice upon it, and had a trench dug around it. He now ordered it drenched with four barrels of water three times, until
the trench was filled. He now bows down before his God and
approaches Him with an unwavering faith and a holy boldness.
He has no fear, that he will suffer the disappointment the priests
of Baal did, who trusted too implicitly in their idols. He has no
doubt in his mind, as to the fire falling from heaven upon the altar
and consuming the sacrifice.
Notwithstanding, the conditions were made as unfavorable
for the latter as could well be done; the fire came and consumed
the sacrifice, the wood and stones, and even the dust, and licked
up the water in the trench. That prayer was answered and the
honor of his God was redeemed. W i t h what confidence did Peter
pray over the dead body of Tabitha, or Paul over the corpse of
Eutychus!
They did not doubt the ability or willingness of God to perform those miracles. The consequence was there were two lives
restored. W h e n the disciples met at the home of the mother of
John Mark, to pray for the release of Peter from prison, it was
not an experiment, but a foregone conclusion that God would
exert His power to rescue Peter. The result was that he came
while they were praying. How is it with us? Do we not sometimes pray for blessings, if God would grant them we would be
astonished? W e have prayed as a matter of duty, but expected
nothing. If God would take us at our word we would be startled.
This God will do if we are sincere and really desire the things we
ask, and fill the conditions upon which they are promised. W i t h out this it will be as James says: W e will get nothing of the Lord.
Oh! for that faith that overcomes the world and lays hold of the
promises of God. These conditions are a four-linked chain that
binds our hearts to God. But there must be no missing link, one
will break the chain.
If we comply with these conditions what access we have
to the throne of grace through our Great High Priest!
W h a t previous promises are on record for us and what
blessings are within our reach!
— W . O. B.

Take the golden key In your hand and see,
As the night tide drifts away,
How its blessed hold Is a crown of gold,
Thro' the wea-ry hours of day.

Pray'r is the key For the bending knee
To open the morn's first hours;
See the incense rise To the star-ry skies,
Like the perfume from the flow'rs.

When the shadows fall. And the vesper call
Is sob-bing its low re-frain
'Tis a gar-land sweet To the toil dent feet,
And an an-ti-dote for pain.

Not a soul so sad, Nor a heart so glad,
When cometh the shades of night,
But the daybreak song Will the joy prolong,
And some darkness turn to light.

Soon the year's dark door Shalt be shut no more;
Life's tears shall be wiped a-way,
As the pearl gates swing, And the gold harps ring,
And the sun unsheath'd for aye.

[ thirteen ]

A Selection of Articles Appearing in the First Evangelical Visitor
the fall of the same year my temporary stay here closed. So soon
the little flock was again to the original number. Previous to this
Rock of Ayes, cleft for me, there was a church at Smithville built up by Bro. Daniel Snively,
I believe. Bro. David Breneisen withdrew from the church and
Let me hide myself in Thee; took the greater part of the flock with him. In the fall of 1858
Bro. Henry Davidson moved into the church. W e still found
Let the water
and the
the church composed of the four old members. In the same year
blood,
the Brenner family was received into the church. Next Bro.
Palmer and family were added. Later Bro. Elias Schrack and
From Thy vivcn side which
wife were received into the church and Bro. Friedly moved into
flowed,
the church. Bro. Elias Schrack and Bro. Benj. Benner were elected to the ministry at the same time. In 1866 Bro. Samuel Rice
Be of sin the double cure;
moved into the church. In 1876-7 the membership numbered
Cleanse me from its guilt about sixty including the Groff neighborhood. Should any feel
surprised that I should turn historian I would say that I was a
and power.
temporary member of the W a y n e Co. church before any of its
present members, and have not lost my interest in my early connections. I would be happy to have my Reminiscences corrected
by any one better informed than myself and the history extended.

My Recollections of the Early Wayne
County Church

—W. O. Baker.

Burden Bearing
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I N the fall of 1848 while attending a Teacher's Institute at
I N reading the "Christian's Secret of a Happy Life," by HanA Wooster, I went to Paradise, Green Tp., W a y n e Co., Ohio,
-"• nah Whitall Smith, this thought, there expressed, forcibly imin quest of a school. I was hired to teach the district school, and
pressed itself upon my mind; viz.: That we, as Christians, take
continued to teach there off and on for the succeeding five years.
our burdens to the Lord, but many times do not leave them there.
While teaching my first term here I became acquainted with only
This is a thought worthy the attention of every Christian.
two brethren and sisters there at that time, namely, Bro. Geo.
"Cast all your care upon him; for he careth for you." I Pet. 5:7.
Benner and wife and Bro. Levi Grabill and wife. Bro. Grabill
The apostle does not mean here that we should cast our care upwas one of the school directors and helped to make the first conon the Lord and then assume it ourselves again; because in that
tract with me for teaching the school. Bro. Benner sent his chilcase the casting off of our burden would not help us any. And
dren to my school. Bro. Benner was a minister of the Gospel.
yet is not this what we frequently do?
At Bro. Benner's I heard the brethren preach for the first
I believe it is the Christian's privilege, and, if I may say it,
time. Brethren Joseph Eshelman, David Whistler, and John Bruhis duty to be cheerful and happy. W h o has a better reason to
baker were the preachers, all from Ashland Co., Ohio. Jos.
be so than he? But how are we going to be happy if we are
Eshelman led the meeting. The text I have long since forgotten,
oppressed by the weight of afflictions and heavy burdens, and are
but recollect that. he distinctly defined the province of the law
unwilling that the Lord should bear them for us, or are afraid
and the Gospel in the salvation of man. I was somewhat conto trust our case in His hands?
victed at the time, but subsequently criticised the sermon. Little
It is true that afflictions sometimes come upon us unawares,
did I think then that these in a few years would be my brethren,
so that we are almost overwhelmed with the weight of them.
and that I would become a colaborer with them in the vineyard
Then, however, as soon as we begin to realize our condition, let
of the Lord. But so did God dispose, and blessed be His name.
us take it to the Lord in prayer and ask Him to bear the burden
It was said that these brethren claimed to be possessed of the
for us; and not only ask Him, but trust Him implicitly to do it.
Holy Ghost. This to me seemed to be a high attainment. But
If it come back to us, let us do as a tried Christian has advised,
from what I know of the word of God I believe that it ought to
take it to Him again and again until it no longer troubles us.
be so. I learned that they were generally accounted as Christians
Some may say that this is good enough in theory, but in pracin the neighborhood. In what was known as Paradise Church—a
union meeting-house—they had preaching every four weeks. tice it is altogether different. Is it the practice or want of pracPreaching then was supplied mainly by the Stark and Summit tice that is different? M y own experience tells me that it is the
County brethren. Among them were brethren Jacob Hoffman, latter. W h e n under severe trials, I became willing to trust all to
Henry Davidson, Jacob Hershey, Friedly and others. Of these the Lord, feeling assured that He would do all things well, I exbrethren named Bro. Henry Davidson is the only survivor, the perienced even greater happiness than when free from trials.
One difficulty often presents itself in the way of trusting, and
others have gone to their reward. In the winter of 1851 to 1852
in a series of meetings held at the Paradise Church I was convict- that is that, when afflictions come and everything seems dark
ed of sin and made a public start in the service of God. I did not around us, we continually wonder why the affliction was sent upsurrender myself fully to Christ, hence I was not saved then. In on us, and what will be the outcome of it, and similar harrassing
the latter part of the year 1853 I was again convicted, more questions present themselves. These keep us constantly troubled
powerfully, by God's Spirit, at the same place, and making the en- and show a lack of confidence in our heavnly Father. "All things
tire sacrifice, God exercised His great mercy toward me in the work together for good to them that love God," says the apostle;
pardon of my sins. Praises unto His holy name! On the last day and should not this be sufficient proof of Divine control in the
of February, 1853 I was baptized in Sugar Creek near Paradise matter?
If we were willing to surrender all our affairs both spiritual
by Bro. Jacob Hoffman. Bro. Henry Davidson and Bro. Jacob
Hershey were also present on the occasion. That evening I al- and temporal into the hands of the Lord at all times, we would
most felt as if I had entered the Land of Beulah. From this time have' fewer trials to contend with; and
I was numbered with the little flock. During the summer we took
"Our ch&erful songs would often be.
into the church old Doctor W i s e and his wife. W e now numHear what the Lord hath done for me."
bered seven members. T h e y did not remain with us long. In
Frances Davidson.
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The Upward Flight
Beneath the cross of Jesus
Evangelical Visitor, August 1, 1887
Are we almost there on our homeward flight?
Are those the home lights that gleam afar?
Have we bade farewell to the shadowy night;
And entered the realm of the morning star?

I fain would take my stand,—•
The shadow of a mighty rock
Within

a weary land;

A home within the
Faint on my ear come the sounds of earth;
Her wail of anguish and wild despair,
The hollowing of her idle mirth
Are lost in the depths of this upper air.
And now a breath, like the breath of morn,
A light, a radiance spreads around,
And forms of that mystic radiance born
Seem floating hither glory crowned.

A rest upon the

wilderness,

way,

From the burning of the
heat,

noon-tide

And the burden of the day.

Armor

Oh, angel, lend me the shade of thy wing;
I see the portals of light unrolled,
W i t h songs of welcome their arches sing
The ransomed is safe in the heavenly fold.

Evangelical Visitor, August 1, 1887
E apply the word armor to us who have been cleansed by
the precious blood of Christ, to us who have been changed
hence, not carnally, but spiritually minded. T o such therefore,
—J. H. Hagner.
we may apply the words of the Apostle Paul (II Cor. 1:4), the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal but spiritual. N o w we
know, that the practical use of a weapon, brings experimental
knowledge of a warfare. W e do not expect to see of babes the
same fruits, as of those who have been long in the battle field.
But as in civil warfare, so also, and more so, is it necessary that
Love Feast in Elkhart District
we "put on the whole armor of God," (Eph. 6:13) so that we
may be able to stand in the evil day. How very necessary it is,
that we be equipped for the war! The evil day is at hand. W e
Evangelical Visitor, August 1, 1887
are in the latter times in which Antichrist has already come. W e
The love [east in Elkhart Co., Indiana, took place on the have to contend with "heresies," "false brethren," "spiritual wickfourth and fifth of June, in the Brethren's Meeting-house
located erness in high places," and above all the spirit of unbelief, consixteen miles south of the town of Elkhart. And we might men- tending that Jesus Christ came not in the flesh. Wherefore put
tion here that it is the place where our next Annual
Conference on the whole armor of God. W e may take part of our armor
is to be held.
and neglect to take the part, which is perhaps most necessary.
Services were to begin at eleven A. M. on the fourth.
W e may be able to stand in the truth, walk in righteousness, and
And promptly at the appointed time all were very comfortably be shod with peace: but that which above all is necessary, to
seated, and the house was soon filled with songs of praise, fol- make a good soldier of Jesus Christ, we may neglect to take,
viz: the shield of Faith, "Without faith it is impossible to please
lowed by the reading of Scriptures, exhortations, and prayer.
The time'was then devoted to experience and many were the God," Heb. 11:6. By faith we are enabled to "quench all the fiery
glorious testimonies which fell upon our ears during that afternoon. darts of the wicked One." By faith we are enabled to cast down
Among others we heard those witness for Jesus, who had, but a imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself aga'nst the
couple weeks previous, united with the Church and been baptized, knowledge of God, and bring into captivity every thought to the
and were for the first time about to partake of the emblems of the obedience of Christ. W e have many examples of faith on record,
broken body and shed blood of our blessed Redeemer.
It does so that (at least to those who handle the sword of the spirit),
our souls good to hear others tell of their enjoyments in the we need not enumerate. But let us above all, remember that
Christian life, and especially those who have but recently joined those who entered not into the prefigured rest, entered not in because they lacked faith. W e say not a faith, but the faith, in the
the army of God.
seed of the woman, for whom by faith, the patriarchs, prophets,
Early in the evening supper was served for all who desired and holy men of God looked; and for whom we in the latter times
to partake of it.
look, to make his appearing without sin unto salvation. By faith;
The evening was then spent, as is the custom among the the sinful world is filled with faith, but so very corrupt, so adulBrethren, in the reading of Scripture, exhortation,
administering terated that we may well pray with the disciples for a more perthe bread and wine and the ordinance of feet-washing.
On Sab- fect equipment of God's armor. For a helmet, the hope of salvabath morning the weather being quite unfavorable, some were tion, and the sword of the spirit which is the W o r d of God.
Under the present existing prevalence of the spirit of Antiprevented from going to the church, but the Lord was there and
we had a good meeting.
christ, this latter part of the armor may well be made emphatic,
by the "above all." And how sorry are we to find in this enlightThe ministering brethren gave excellent instruction from the
ened land, the church so slothful in the practical and daily use of
Word of God which seemed to be appreciated by the interest
this most important part of our armor. Is it a wonder that infidelmanifested by those present.
ity, and skeptical thoughts, take long strides in our land; and
After the meeting closed we returned to our homes feeling even in the offspring of such who should have delight in the
much revived, and a determination to be more zealous in the serv- law of the Lord, and their meditation there—in day and night?
ice of our Master.
—E.
Let us be awakened, if at least we are not past awakening, to the
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view of the facts as they are before us today. W h a t do we feed
our children, and those with whom we have influence? Bread and
water; even more than that in this land of plenty. But we have
reference to the moral training and spiritual teaching. W h a t
does the Psalmist say? Ps. 19:10 and 119:103. If we have any
influence, will we not try to use it in such a way that the young
may grow up with the knowledge of and faith in the God of their
fathers? That their delight may also be in His law, which to their
palate may become sweeter than the honey comb? Then let our
pure minds be stirred up by way of remembrance that the constant
use of an armor keeps it bright. Let us not forget to take our
sandals, lest we stray into the plains in which we are apt to sleep,
and in haste must rise up to take an armor, which because out of
practice, we may not be able to handle to our own advantage.
Belle Springs, Kan.
H. N . E.

The Sword of the Spirit
Evangelical Visitor, August 1, 1887
ITERALLY a sword is a weapon, made for both cutting
JL' and thrusting; and before the invention of gunpowder, it was
considered the most formidable instrument of death that could
be put into a man's hands; and it dates back to the garden of
Eden.
¥

In Jacob's blessing by his father, we find him plentifully sustained with corn and wine; while unto Esau it was said—"By thy
sword shalt thou live, and shalt serve thy brother."

After fasting forty days and forty nights, and being hungered, the devil thought it a severe temptation to now urge Him to
use His power, by converting stones into bread. But what did
Jesus do? He simply gave him a cut with the sword of the Spirit,
in these words—"It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone,
but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God."
The devil, knowing the aptitude of Jesus in quoting Scripture, thought he would lead off, and confound the Savior, by laying hold of that weapon himself, when on a pinnacle of the temple.
But ah! He was like one having hold of the wrong end of a
sword, and his antagonist grasping the haft.
Once more, from the top of a very high mountain, the devil
shows Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them,
with the promise that all these should be His, if He would but fall
down and worship his Satanic Majesty. This was too much.
Jesus would no longer brook such despicable propositions. He
now, in an authoritative tone orders him out of His presence,
urged by a thrust of that ever ready sword, saying, "For it is
written, Thou shalt worship thy Lord thy God and him only shalt
thou serve." The devil obeyed and went. He had to go when
Jesus said so.
W h a t then? "Behold angels came and ministered unto him."
Happy thought! Imagine one angel coming with a basin of water
for an ablution; another with a towel and a comb; a third one
perhaps, with a basket of the richest viands of heaven. The
reader will picture for himself any further ministrations he
chooses.
—C. S.
Polo, 111.

It is not intended for the present to follow the significance of
these passages any further than to say, that Jacob got the desired
blessing; whilst Esau was disappointed in being made a soldier
and a servant—or rather his posterity were made such.
It is evident, however, that many of Jacob's descendants also
handled the sword and many of them fell by the sword, but it
was by no means their unavoidable fate. Nay! W h e n the Lord
fought for Israel, it was not necessary that so much as one man
on their side should fall.
Pride is of the devil, and it has been the pride of kings and
rulers, from time immemorial, to conquer surrounding nations—
often not so much for plunder or resentment, as for honor or
victory.
W h e n the question was put to Jesus, "Lord, shall we smite
with the sword?" Peter did not wait for the answer: which answer was, "Suffer ye thus far?" That is—suffer unto capture and
death, rather than smite with the sword. But the sword I have
so far been speaking of, is a carnal weapon. Paul says II Cor.
10:4, "The weapons of our warfare are not carnal. Nay! The
sword of the Spirit is a weapon of far different construction and
quality. It is the Word of God. Anciently, we believe, this
sword was given to God's children audibly, as if by a man's voice.
In some instances it was given in visions or dreams. Once it was
written on tables of stone. In this age of the world we have it
printed on paper and compactly bound in books of great convenience, as well as cheapness.
W e believe the "Sword of the Spirit" (Eph. 6:17) is the only
kind of sword the true Christian has permission to use: and how
to use it may be briefly considered here.

Visitor

'Come, Let Us Reason To-Gether"
a nation may be made to drift into war by the influence of
i Fmartial
music, why may not the spirit of peace be generated
and infused by influence of sacred music and song?
The poet Lowell says: "One of his sweetest charities is
music."
In our poor houses there are old men and women, sad, hopeless, and weary—long strangers to any gentle ministrations. In
our prisons there are dull intellects, and hearts hardened against
open religious efforts; in our hospitals there are suffering ones, so
worn with pain, so weak, so near the world for which, alas! they
have received no preparation—to all these might be borne on the
wings of song, the words of life from him who came "to preach
the Gospel to the poor, to heal the broken-hearted; to set at liberty them that are bruised."
A Christian song has this advantage over a sermon—the
truth in it touches the heart of the hearer unawares, when he is
not on the defensive against the Gospel.
Specially successful may the hymn be if some helpful thought
is repeated over and over as in the refrains of the choruses. This
will fasten on many a hearer and sing itself in his mind hours and
days after it was heard.
Educate the hearts of the people by sacred music, and the
heart will readily educate the head.—Elizabeth Thomson.

In the days of His humiliation, we find that Jesus Himself, on
various occasions, used this sword very effectually, calling the
attention of His adversaries to that which was written.
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OUR FIRST EDITOR

Church became overly warm Bishop Davidson would stand and
say, "Now, Brethren - - - -", and then proceed to lay the foundation for a peaceable settlement of the discussion. This happened
By Fannie Davidson
so often at one particular Conference that a newspaper editor
TIN our day of automobiles, trains and aeroplanes, enabling us near by called him the "Peacemaker" of the Church. An edi•^ to get from place to place with the utmost of speed, of com- torial in the April 1st, 1903, issue of the "Visitor," which paper
fortable homes with every modern convenience money can buy, also contains the obituary of Bishop Davidson, has this to say of
and with our United States settled in every livable part, we know his Conference work, "He was a familiar figure at the Annual
nothing of pioneering. In our day we take all these things for Conferences of the Church, and frequently presided over its degranted and do not comprehend the great sacrifices our fore- liberations, either as moderator or one of the assistants, and genparents made, the hardships they endured, and the lives lost in erally when any important committee work was to be done, he
had part in it and usually his counsel had conthe battle to make things just as they are for
siderable weight in any matter under conus today. Our comfortable farm homes with "No service in itself is small,
sideration," also, "From the first that we knew
well-cleared and tillable soil, our cities and
None great though earth it fill;
him
he impressed us as one who was earnestsmaller towns, our churches, our missionBut that is small that seeks its own,
ly
interested
in the work of the Lord desiring
stations both home and foreign, our Bible
And great that seeks
GOD'S
that the Church should prosper."
training schools and our church papers had
WILL:'
their beginning in the days of our fathers or
The family moved to Michigan about
grandfathers. And it is from this pioneer
1881. A church was established there, but does
stand-point we wish to tell you the life story
not now exist, presumably because most of
of Bishop Henry Davidson, the first editor of
the members moved away and the building itthe Evangelical Visitor.
self was sold to a Mennonite congregation
who moved it to a place near Goshen, Ind.
Bishop Davidson lived at a time when
Bish. Davidson still remained connected with
the cry seemed to be "Go, West, young
the Ohio work and did considerable preachman!", and he answered this cry three times
ing in the Indiana churches as well. But
in his busy and useful career. He moved
probably the most outstanding work of his
with the Brethren in Christ Church, answerlife was started while a resident of Mich'gan,
ing the call for a preacher to preach the
when he became the first editor of the EvanGospel, helping to establish churches, or in
gelical Visitor.
accordance to the wishes of the church as to
the place where t h e Evangelical Visitor
W h e n we think of what a blessing the
should be published.
Evangelical Visitor has been during the past
fifty years to the many who have read its
Bishop Davidson was born in W e s t pages, some of whom were no doubt saved,
moreland County, Pennsylvania, April 15th,
established more fully in their Christian life,
1823, and he lived the Kfe of a farmer boy
or encouraged and comforted by the truths
until about twelve years of age when he was
presented therein; it seems hard to imagine
employed in a store in Brownsville, PennsylBishop Henry
Davidson
does it not, that our Church paper was born
vania. His education in a schoolroom was
Editor 1887-1894
through much opposition.
But one who
very limited, but as a daughter said, "Father
was a great reader and because of that seemed to be a better edu- remembers the time says that the matter came up before several
cated man than he really was." That can be said of a great many Conferences before a majority vote could be obtained to publish
men of his time. It is thought that for a short time he taught the paper. Has this not been the case with every large project
school, but this is not definitely known. He was married at the undertaken by the church. The leaders, who are always those of
age of twenty-one and at twenty-three was ordained to the large vision and faith, have to work many heart-breaking years to
bring to pass the things that prove to be only a blessing to all in
ministry.
the end. But this is true in every church organization, and in our
The exact time of his moving to Ohio is not known, but he
own Church the opposers are usually the ones afraid that the difmust have been between twenty-five and thirty, as he was the
ferent projects will lead to worldliness and a "getting away from
father of five children at the time. It is said that while being
God."
moved across the Ohio on a ferry a colt kicked him unconscious.
His wife was, of course, frightened and said, " W e ' r e going right
The editorial previously quoted from has this to say, "A
back to Pennsylvania." Am wondering if answering the pioneer good many years ago he commenced to agitate the question of
call was not the harder for the wife and mother who dreaded leav- having a Church periodical, being convinced that if the church
ing the stable and known for the untried and unknown. Needless was to make progress it was necessary she make use of the
to say they went on, but the mother lived in the new state only advantages offered by the printing press and establish an organ
a couple of years, dying while her children were still small. of its own for inter-communication. He met with strong opposiBishop Davidson married again and eight more children were tion, but with a faith which considered the cause a righteous one,
added to the family. He lived in Summit and W a y n e County, he continued to agitate until finally he won and the Evangelical
Ohio, around twenty-five years, and it was here he was ordained Visitor became an established institution. T o him was entrusted
a Bishop. One who knew him at this time says, "He was a man the starting of the work, and he was its first editor, which ofof few words, but when he spoke you knew he meant what he fice he held for seven years."
said, and the young ministers who worked under him learned to
In the first issue of the "Visitor", Aug. 1st, 1887, Bishop
listen to his counsel and advice." During this time and until he
Davidson has this to say, "In accepting the position of Editor, to
became editor of the paper he engaged in evangelistic work also.
which we have been appointed by the Board of Publication, we
Bishop Davidson was a regular attendant of the General are well aware of the arduous duty and great responsibility restConferences of the Church during his day and was often Moder- ing upon us. It is therefore not without some fear and a conator or one of the assistants. A daughter recalls how on several sciousness of our own inability to do justice to the work before
occasions when the discussions as to various problems of the us, and to meet the approbation of the church that we enter upon
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it. But while we thus temporarily, at least, assume the responsibility, we trust we shall have the co-operation of the Church,
that each member will feel that a part of the great work of publishing a church paper and of assisting in the spread of Evangelical truths rests with him." So we can see that Bishop Davidson
felt his responsibility keenly.
But remember this was undertaken in horse and buggy days
and at a time when mail-carriers and telephones were unknown.
A daughter says, "All the material for publication was first sent

The Homestead near White Pigeon, Mich.,
owned and occupied by the Davidsons
when
the "Visitor" was printed there.

to our home and we prepared it for the printers, then it was
mailed to the printer and set, then he returned the pages for
proof-reading, we proof-read them and then they were mailed
to the printer again." Upon examining these first issues one cannot help but notice they are free from proof-reading errors. At
first the paper was printed at Elkhart, Indiana and later on at
Ashland, Ohio, so one may know that many trips were no doubt
made between these points and Michigan in the interests of the
paper. Since the paper was born through much opposition we
cannot imagine that much of a salary was paid to the editor then.
From some of the editorials during the seven years that Bishop
Davidson was editor we can imagine that there were a great
many financial worries and we are wondering if sometimes his
hand did not reach into his own pocket when bills that came to
him had to be paid.
At first the "Visitor" was a monthly paper, but its success
was so great and so appreciated that in the February number, before the paper was a year old, an editorial reveals that there were
many requests coming in for a semi-monthly paper. But the requests were not granted until in 1890, two and a half years from
the time of the first publication. So we presume the Publication
Board tried first to make the paper self-supporting. Dr. W . O.
Baker of Ohio was a very close friend of Bishop Davidson and
many articles of his are in these first' "Visitors." It is also interesting to the writer of this, that a poem of Sister McTaggart, who
is still living and still writing poems, is included in the third issue
of the "Visitor." A very interesting thing is the fact that in the
first few issues of the "Visitor" the articles are signed by initials
only. In the fifth issue, Eld. T. A. Long appeals to the writers to
allow their whole names to be used and from that time on the
articles are signed in that way almost altogether.
In 1891 the family moved to Abilene, Kansas, at the request
of Conference, and an editorial of July 1st, 1891 has this to say,
"A Church paper to be successful should have the support of a
large membership who are friendly to the enterprise, and who will

sustain the paper morally as well as financially, and we think that
support is here. Then again, a religious paper to succeed must
have its own press, and should be located where there would be
a large field open for the spread of religious literature, and where
the opposition to that kind of work would be very little, and we
think that in Kansas there is such a field open and should be occupied by the Brethren." Bishop Davidson was editor until 1894
when Bro. Henry Engle, succeeded him.
But Bishop Davidson was also interested in mission work
and the editorial referred to at beginning of this article, says
"He was also one of the pioneer advocates of a greater activity
in mission work, and when the time came to bring the matter into
working order he had no small share in launching the enterprise
and among the first company of workers to go out under the
auspices of the Church was his own daughter, H. Frances, who is
now the only one of that first party yet remaining at the Matopo
Mission in South Africa. He was a member of the Board of
Foreign Missions and at the time of his death was Chairman of
the same." In Sister Davidson's book, "South and South Central
Africa," his father love is revealed when at the time this daughter
made her call known to him he answered her thus, "How can I
say yes, and how dare I say no?" And who can say but that
the pioneer work she accomplished did not come from the same
pioneer spirit that ever drove her father onward.
Bishop Davidson's second wife died in Kansas. He again
married and from Kansas they moved to W e s t Milton, Ohio,
where they lived near the Highland Church. From there they
went to the Old People's Home in Pennsylvania and there he
died March 17th, 1903. He was steward at the time of his
death. All his children were living at that time and because of his
repeated movings, were scattered throughout Ohio, Indiana and
Kansas, also one in Africa.

The Tomb of Chief White
Pigeon
on the corner of the Davidson Farm.
Dn this monument are these words,
"Greater love hath no man than this,
that a man lay down his Ufe for
his friends."
The editorial referred to several times says, "The varied and
changing scenes of his life are now all past. He had his share
of sorrows, hardships and struggles. W e need not think occupying the prominent place he did, that he had the praise of
everybody. He made his mistakes and had his weaknesses, but
we believe that throughout his long career there was an honest
purpose to serve the Master whose servant he had become, and
to the extent of his ability, given him by God, to work for the
unity and prosperity of the Church.
He now rests from his
labors."
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- q ^ H E VALUED S E R V I C E AND
t i CONSECRATED E F F O R T AS
frH EDITOR OF THE EVANGELICAL
V I S I T O R 1897-1898 OF HENRY N.
ENGLE IS HEREBY ACKNOWLEDGED.

An Early Editorial of H. N . Engle
Victory by Faith
AUL said to Timothy, "Fight the good fight of faith." This
comes to us as a part of the W o r d of Life. In it are implied
principles of life and death. It is called a fight of faith. W e need
to be sure that the promises of God are constituents of our faith.
In this warfare we do not want fanaticism, but we do want
earnestness. Giants are found to be well settled in the very part
of Canaan whereon our eyes are fixed. Can we say with Caleb
that the land whereon our feet have trodden shall be ours? This
is the language of faith.
Too many who claim to be in the battle either do not expect to meet giants or do not say, "The land shall be ours." W e

must gird ourselves to move on. Our purpose must be to fight
and to win. W e must believe the promises of God.
A great hindrance to the victory which, in our lives, should
follow faith is our ignorance of the actual promises contained in
the Bible. If we believe the W o r d let us read and know for ourselves the elaborateness of God's promises.
Another hindrance to these victories is that we do not appropriate these promises to ourselves. W e have them in store for
others or for ourselves in some future experience. W e forget
that now is the day of salvation—the day of victory. W e dare
not quietly stand by waiting for our fellow soldier to strike the
fatal blow. W e will never reach the richness of Canaan if unbelief is paramount in our life. W e cannot reach any attainment
unless we believe such attainment is within our reach. W e must
fight the fight of faith.
Giants live in the choicest of Canaan's territory and they are
well fortified. They have settled down to stay and are well established. They may be known as discouragement, despondency,
roots of bitterness, jealousy, passion, fleshly lusts which war
against the soul.
Do we know that "there remaineth therefore a rest to the
people of God?" Will we appropriate the promise to ourselves?
God promises not only the pardon of sin but the salvation from
sin. Let us rise to our opportunities and with deliberate zeal say,
"the land shall be ours." God's promise is written in the Book
and it cannot fail even to us if we believe.

BISHOP SAMUEL ZOOK — Pioneer, Organizer, and Counselor
I S H O P S A M U E L Z O O K was born in "All truth is calm.
Excerpts from an Editorial on
Franklin Co., Penn., in 1833 and passed
Refuge and rock and tower,
to his reward on February 1, 1904. At the
"Meditation" By Editor Zook
The more of truth, the more of calm,
age of seventeen he was converted and joined
January 15, 1900
Its calmnes is its power."
the Brethren in Christ Church, in which he
was ordained to the ministry. The church
E D I T A T I O N is an exercise of the mind
recognized in him a faithful and staunch supby which we center our thoughts upon
porter of its doctrines and in 1860, he was
one subject. Paul's instructions to Timothy
chosen as a Bishop.
was to meditate upon these things. He shall
His migration to Kansas in 1880 was
give them thought. It is however only the
made a blessing to him in a financial way.
person that has a pure heart that can have
God honored and blessed his labors and gave
pure meditations. Oh, how sweet and prehim prosperity, beside, the good will of the
cious
it is to meditate upon the things of God.
people he contacted in Kansas. Not only
It was this that caused our blessed Saviour
was he admired by his friends and neighbors,
to withdraw Himself from the confusion
but his family love and revere his name.
around Him, and resort to some solitary place
The ministry of this good man was keenwhere His mind was undisturbed and where
ly felt through his many evangelistic efforts,
He
might enjoy a precious communing with
his active support of the various phases of
H s Heavenly Father: and it is that that every
the church work, and his concise and clear
child of God needs—a candid and sincere
expositions of the Scripture. Especially was
meditation upon the things that pertain to his
this loyalty expressed through his editorials
eternal welfare
and articles in the Evangelical Visitor.
AlIt is a very sweet meditation to think
though, he was editor one short year, the
Church appreciated him and loved him for
upon
the greatness and vastness of creation.
Bishop Samuel
Zook
this faithful service. He served the church as
Also
upon
the things around us! If our hearts
Editor 1899-1900
a minister for forty-eight years. W h e n he
are pure we can see God in everything
closed his eyes in death, there was also
around us
It is so much better to train
closed a life of usefulness for God; but, his precious memory our thoughts and bring them into subjection to God's will than
lingers in our hearts.
. . . . a prince and a great man is fallen to have them engrossed with the things of the world, and we will
realize with David who was a man after God's own heart, that
this day in Israel."
our meditations of Him shall be sweet, and we shall be glad in
Bishop Samuel Zook, first man in the Brethren in Christ the Lord.
Church to be photographed. He was far-sighted enough to know
that the coming years would bring changes which are noticeable
in the manner of dress. W h e n criticized for the picture, he said,
"I want my children to see just hew I appeared during my lifeBishop Samuel Zook, was indeed a father in Israel. His
time."
counsel and encouragement meant so much to me in my early
J. M. Zook, Irs son, who courteously loaned the photograph Christian life.
for the inserted reproduction said, "I carry this photo wherever
—Sarah H. Bert.
I go."
[ nineteen ]

EDITORIAL

ASSOCIATIONS

GEORGE DETWILER

At the time of their conversion, the Church had no meeting
house. The members were farmers and services were held in
By A. W. Climenhaga
farm homes at stated intervals. On account of the Detwiler's
living in town, and without a team, they did not get to attend
O L D E R G E O R G E D E T W I L E R was born January 6, 1847, many services of the Church which they joined. Sometimes serv^
near the village of Roseville, in North Dumfries township, ices were held in their own home. So they attended meetings
Waterloo County, Upper Canada, later called the province of
with the Mennonite people. They attended Sunday School reguOntario. He was reared on a farm and was the third child of
larly in the Mennonite Church. Bro. Detwiler was made a
Enoch Detwiler and Abigail Bechtel Detwiler. His parents
teacher and later superintendent. He served in this work about a
were Mennonites. Both his father and grandfather were minyear, before moving to Sherkston, Ont., in the Bertie Dist. in 1885.
isters of that organization. On account of ill health, George was
Here he was neighbor to a Shisler fampermitted to attend the District school to preily.
T h e farms in this section are quite flat,
pare for school teaching. After securing a
"Blessed are the peacemakers
for and the question arose which way to run the
certificate, he taught school a number of
years. At a later date, he spent a winter in they shall be called the children water to drain some of the farms in the
of God."
vicinity. T h e Shisler family watched to see
Pennsylvania and taught for six months at
what this member of the Brethren in Christ
Skippackvilk, Pennsylvania.
Church would do when another neighbor was
Before his marriage in 1870, he had little
unreasonable in his request in asking that the
acquaintance with the Brethren in Christ
water be drained directly across the farm of
Church. Benjamin Hallman and his father
Bro. Detwiler. Mr. Shisler said that the
were members of the Church and lived in
water should have been drained along the
the community in which George was reared.
road so as not to spoil the fields on the farm
These Hallmans emigrated from Pennsylvania
on which Bro. Detwiler lived.
to Canada and were of the Mennonite faith,
but soon after reaching Canada they became
The Shislers, who later become convertmembers of the Brethren in Christ Church.
ed and members of the Brethren in Christ
In the year 1868, George spent four
Church, told the writer that one of the things
months at Dr. James C. Jackson's Sanitarium
which brought them to Christ was the attitude
at Dannsville, New York. Soon after this
Bro. Detwiler took in this matter. Rather
date, the older Benjamin Hallman on account
than have hard feelings with his neighbor, he
of infirmities of old age, needed someone to
allowed them to turn the water directly across
wait on him, so early in the summer of 1869,
his farm. "Einer sich beugen kann und doch
Bro. Detwiler was installed as Nurse for the
grosser sein als die, so ihn gebeugt." ("One
aged man. During this period of nursing the
can bend himself and still be greater than he
sick he became acquainted with some other
who bends him.")
members of the Tunker Church, as it was then
Georgz Detwiler
After moving to Sherkston, in the Bertie
called in Canada Bro. Detwiler said, "They
Editor 1900-1918
district,
he w a s placed in t h e ministry.
were nice people, but I was not specially
Along
with
the work of the ministry, he
drawn to them." During his services as nurse to this aged man,
was
superintendent
of
the
Bertie
Sunday
School for a number of
two daughters of Isaac E. Tyson, of Royersford, Pennsylvania,
visited Canada. One day they visited the Hallman's where he years. The writer as a boy remembers Bro. Detwiler as being
was working. The older sister was a member of the Church, but superintendent. He was an example of dignity, kindness and
the younger sister made no profession of religion. This slight ac- Christian character. Along with his work as minister and superquaintance culminated in the younger sister becoming his wife, intendent, he taught singing classes.
After being placed in the ministry, he was used in EvangelNovember, 1870.
istic services. He assisted in one of the greatest revivals that was
Early in 1874, Bro. Detwiler and his wife were living in Ber- ever held at the Bertie Church. He also held Evangelistic meetlin, Canada, at which time they became interested and concerned ings in other parts of the brotherhood.
about their spiritual welfare. They both yielded to God's
This period of active service in the Bertie congregation
call. This was in a Mennonite meeting while a gracious work ended in October, 1899, when he was placed in charge of the
of the Spirit was going on in the Mennonite Church. The second Visitor office. In 1900, he was appointed Editor at the Ohio
evening after they were converted, they attended a meeting at a conference. He continued in this office as editor of the EvanMennonite home in the town where they were living. That night gelical Visitor until 1918. W h e n he first took over the editorone of the Brethren in Christ preachers was present. He was ship of the Visitor, the paper was published in Kansas. Later,
invited to preach and accepted the invitation. The next day this by act of Conference, the Visitor office was removed to Harrisminister visited the Detwilers. He encouraged them to go on in burg, and Bro. Detwiler took up his residence in the state of
the beginning which they had made and to obey as the Lord might Pennsylvania.
lead. The evening of the following day Sr. Detwiler spent some
After being relieved of the Visitor office, he joined the Mestime alone with God. W h e n she returned to the room where
siah Bible College faculty as Bible teacher. He taught from
Bro. Detwiler was, she was relieved and happy and said, " W h y ,
1919 to 1925. Along with his work at Grantham, he was active
it is only believing on Jesus."
in the ministry in the Harrisburg congregation. Upon the death
N o w that they were converted it became evident that Sr. of father Davidson, he was considered pastor which position he
Detwiler would join the Brethren in Christ Church, unless her held until his death. For a time he was also superintendent of
husband opposed her. He claims that he had no drawing to any the Sunday School at Harrisburg.
particular church, but thinking it was best to have an undivided
This school year, while Bro. Norman Wingert was selling a
household, he decided to join the same communion. In June, number of his books, I purchased a German Bible. At the time
1874, they, with fifteen other young people, were baptized and of the purchase I did not know the former owner. It was a large
received as members of the Church.
family Bible. It is Luther's German translation, the translation
[ twenty ]

so much appreciated by the German s p e a k i n g
p e o p l e of the
Brethren
in
Christ C h u r c h .
W e later found,
by l o o k i n g
through it, that it
w a s
formerly
owned by Bro.
Detwiler.
It is
being placed in
the M u s e u m
The Detwiler homestead near
which we are reBerlin, Ontario.
taining for t h e
C h u r c h . The
names of the family as listed in this family Bible are Harriot W .
Tyson, born November 2, 1844. The names of the children are
Emma D„ born October 12, 1871, Tyson D., born June 6, 1873,
Henrietta T., born M a y 14, 1875, Irene T., born August 12, 1878,
A. Abigail, born March 17, 1882, and George Leslie, born April
28, 1885.
The Canadian Church considered Bro. Detwiler as one of
its outstanding Christian leaders. As stated above he was graciously used of the Lord in one of the largest revivals ever held
at the Bertie Church. The date of this revival was 1891. An
Evangelistic service had been going on for several weeks and
after the Evangelist left, the home ministry took up the work.
During this period when the home ministry were preaching the
Gospel in sincerity and power, many men and women in that
section gave their hearts to the Master. The Church was greatly strengthened. People to this day speak of this gracious manifestation of the Spirit's presence in the conversion of so many.
W h e n Bro. Detwiler w a s called to a larger service as
editor of the Visitor, the Bertie Church was very sorry to lose

him from their midst. Wherever our brother went the congregation was pleased with his presence, and those who had to see
him go were sorry to have him leave. W h e n he went to Kansas,
the Kansas brethren thought the Canadian Church should be consoled by knowing that their loss was Kansas' gain; when the publication of the Visitor was moved from the west to Pennsylvania, the Kansas Church felt they could not afford to lose Bro.
Detwiler from their midst, but it was stated that Kansas should
feel that its loss was Pennsylvania's gain.
The Church at large remembers Bro. Detwiler most as
editor of the Church paper. From the above dates, it will be
noted that he served in this capacity for a period of eighteen
years. During these years the Visitor was welcomed into many
homes. Our Brother was a careful editor, who took his work
seriously and gave to the Church his best. These carefully edited
publications will ever remain a treasure to the Church.
At Grantham, our brother is best remembered as a teacher.
He taught for six years. Many students sat in his Bible classes
and learned to appreciate their Christ more and their Bibles- better. His fatherly spirit was a benediction to the youth who
studied under him. He continued his residence in Harrisburg
while teaching at Grantham. Daily he could be seen going back
and forth to the train. He came with his lessons well prepared.
This splendid service on the faculty of Messiah Bible College
endeared him to our community. One spirit which he manifested
throughout his stay at Grantham was that he was willing to suffer rather than to force his own point or desire. He stood one
hundred per cent for the truth of God's W o r d . He was afraid of
any modern methods of Biblical interpretation. He believed what
he taught and taught what he believed. N o student by his instruction was ever tempted to disbelieve God, Christ or the W o r d .
From this we see that our brother was an active servant of
the Lord and also of the Church until the time of his departure.
As a fine character he stands as a monument of the Christian
graces. He was peaceful in his attitude and when he left us, he
went to his rest as one who loved his Lord sincerely.

AN APPRECIATION - By Abby D. Heisey
(Daughter

of the Late George

Montchanin, Delaware
April 5, 1937
Dear Mr. Mann:
Please excuse me, for not writing at once, on receiving your letter.
First, I shall say, I think it a very, very nice gesture of the Publication Board's, in honoring the memories of former editors.
Secondly, as you know, the taking of pictures was more or less a
neglected art—one picture of father, is an old one—taken before his
marriage, when he taught school—the snapshot was taken at a Conference held at Nottawa, I think before 192!). There were other people,
it being taken outside, but I cut the other faces away, and had it pasted
in my album. That is the only one we have taken when old, and
to me, it looks just the same as when he was Editor.
When father was put in as Editor, we gave up the farm and
moved to Kansas and lived there m Abilene until the paper was
sent to Harrisburg to be printed. There for a year or two we
lived at the Home—and then father and mother lived on Swartara
St., where my mother died in 1908. Then father lived at 12th and
Walnut St. in Harrisburg five or six years. Then again, he lived
at the Home—in the orphanage part—so, we have no pictures of
these places of living. You probably could get the data from the
Home, when he came to the orphanage part, and he lived there
until-his death in 1931.
George Bechtel Detwiler, born January 6, 1845; died August
2, 1931; buried August 6, 1931. Burial at Paxtang cemetery.
(My Mother) Harriet Tyson Detwiler, born Nov. 2, 1844; died
March 12, 1908. Burial at Paxtang cemetery. Father and mother
married at Skippack, Pa., November 27, 1870.
Father married the second time to Leah Bingeman Detwiler in
1909. Leah Detwiler died at the Home, February 6, 1929.
Father was born at Roseville, Ont., Canada. There were five
brothers and four sisters. Lived on a farm. Father educated
himself, taught school, also gave singing lessons.
After marrying in 1870 my parents went to house-keeping-in
Kitchener, Ont., Berlin there and until the war. Father taught
school. The children Emma, Tyson, Etta, Irene, Abby were born
there. Then in 1884 we moved to the farm at Shirkston. Ont.,
where we lived until 1899. There the parents attended the Church
at Black Creek, Ont., and there is where father was ordained as
a minister—I don't know the year, but I have a hazy recollection
of the proceedings. I can still see the men passing through the
door leading from the church to the ante-room, with two brethren
standing in this door way, one on either side, and the men kept
passing through—when my father was about to pass through, he
was stopped.
All those happy years at the farm, from a little girl to my 20th

Detwiler)

year, we went to church each Sunday, always in time for 9:30 S. S.,
every kind of weather we went those four miles—which now, we would
think nothing of—but then, in bad weather that meant often an hour
or more, but then, when the sleighing was good, that was a joy to
remember.
I shall write to Canada and ask Uncle Jacob, father's oldest
brother, who is 94 now and living, to add a bit.
Let me know when the booklet is finished and how much they are,
as I shall want to get a, few.
Sincerely,
Abby D. Heisey, Montchanin, Del.
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During the years 1913 to 1918 the Evangelical Visitor was published as
a 32 page periodical with cover as appears above.
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EDITORIAL

ASSOCIATIONS

BISHOP O. B. ULERY
By V. L. Stump
great pleasure that we introduce to our readers, a
I TmanIS with
who for twenty years has been an active member of the

in the promise that God has given, may enable him forever to
drink water from the rock, to eat the bread from Heaven, to
rest in pastures green, to be guided by the unerring spirit of the
living God, and to have as guide and protector, our Glorious
Lord, King and Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ.

Conference of the Brethren in Christ and for almost as many
Editorial by O. B. Ulery. — November, 1926
years has been closely associated with the Publication work of
the Church.
Born on a farm in Clark County, Ohio, the son of Jacob 4 ( n p H A N K S G I V I N G " should mean more to us than a mere
«- day, it should be a season of retro-spection, meditating
and Leah Ulery, nurtured and cradled in the lap of the
upon the manifold blessings of God which
Church, and under the influence of Godly
make us the most favored people upon the
"A FRIEND
LOVETH
AT
parents, he grew to manhood as an ideal
globe, but also duly considering that the abunALL
TIMES."
young man; and had a great many th.'ngs so
dance of our material blessings place upon us
far as the flesh was concerned, in which he
a great and grave responsibility of stewardmight have gloried. But catching the words
ship.
of his own testimony, there came a time in his
Beyond this, it should be a time of introlife when through the preaching of holiness,
spection
("examine yourselves, whether ye
there was awakened a sense of soul need that
be
in
the
faith") to find within ourselves the
left little to be desired insofar as personal
witness and evidence of the work of God's
goodness and self righteousness were congrace that makes us heirs of God and parcerned.
takers of eternal life.
It was through this heart-cry to God
Dead indeed, must be the soul who is not
that our brother was led first into the glorious
quickened
into praise and Thanksgiving, by
experience of the new birth and later into
contemplating all the richness of blessing and
that precious experience of heart purity and
fulness of grace so freely bestowed upon us'.
an abiding consciousness within his soul that
Might we with Paul, realize our stewardhe had met God's demand, forever dedicating
ship and cry "I am debtor" not only to God
his life, his means and all that he had to the
but to "every creature." W e owe them the
service of his Master and the Lord who had
Gospel, the Message of deliverance, the chanso singularly found him and saved him from
nel
of blessing, and we ought to so keenly
himself.
realize
our debt, that with hearts flaming
Our brother has been blessed with rare
with love and zeal, we would lay hold of the
Bishop O. B. Ulery
qualities. In business he has been successful in
horns of the altar with mighty crying and
Editor 1923-1927
his own enterprises, but in addition to this,
intercession in their behalf, and by our prayhe has that which we consider a far greaterers
support
those
who
have consecrated their lives to be heralds
asset to any man upon whom falls the responsibility of church
of
the
cross,
to
those
who
know not the Lord. And then with
leadership. He has a keen insight into the W o r d of God and an
consecrated means we ought to support the work of the Lord and
ability to teach to others its deep and precious truths.
He became Chairman of the Publication Board in 1918, and provide for its enlargement.
except for a short period of time, he has served as Chairman or
President of this Board faithfully and efficiently up to this presA n Appreciation By E. J. Swalm
ent writing. In 1923, he was appointed Editor of the "Evangelical Visitor" and continued to serve faithfully until again reN preparing this Anniversay Number we are made to think of
lieved in 1927.
many who have been associated with our publications, and
W e are sure that no one in the entire Brotherhood has given have made valuable contributions to their success, who have passmore liberally of his or her means or has devoted more time and ed on to their reward. W e cannot appreciate their efforts too
thought, making many trips to the Publishing House from his highly nor honour them too much, but we should be careful that
home in Springfield, Ohio, to attend its meetings or for consulta- the commendable deeds of those who are dead do not cause us to
tion with the management from time to time. During these many forget the sacrificing labors of those who are still living who in
deliberations, we have always found our brother fair and willing some cases are filling the vacancies created by our fathers' passto take the Christian attitude in regard to the many problems ing, just as efficiently perhaps as they did.
By virtue of this fact we are impressed to offer a few words
which were faced.
The extent of his Christian charity is greater than one can expressing our sincere appreciation for the work of the chairman
comprehend. His rugged individuality filled with the spirit of of the Publication Board, Bishop O. B. Ulery. His unselfish,
the pioneers, has made him a man of courage and vision, one sacrificing efforts have in no small way been blessed of God in
whose word is as good as his bond, and it is oh these qualities, advancing our Publishing interests. His Christian modesty has
through his influence and help, that the publishing interests of prevented the public from knowing very much of the valuable
the Church have been built and they will be an everlasting mem- service he has rendered. The hours of work, miles of travel, beside some very liberal donations have been only known to the
ory to his perspicacity.
few who have been intimately associated with him.
N o matter what we attempt to say in appreciation, we can
As an Associate editor we count it a privilege to have labored
in no wise compensate or bring to our brother a worthwhile
tribute for his faithful devotion to this worthy cause, as he has with him in various church activities. W e have the most protraveled down the long, long road to the goal which was set in found respect for him and feel that his humble, devoted, and holy
that first inception of the thought of a Publishing House early in life has been reflected through the pages of our publications and
1920. Nevertheless, what we say is sincere and heartfelt and we hope it may please our Heavenly Father to grant our dear
we can only pray that the Divine Compensation and provision Brother many more years of usefulness in this field of activity.

I

[ twenty-three ]

Poems Used in Various Issues of the Visitor
Teach Me, Lord, How to Pray

The Good Samaritan

C. R. Stump
'Tis noble indeed to forget
Our woes in another's distress;
To turn from our worry and fret,
To one in humanity's dress.
To solace and comfort and cheer,
To pour in the oil and the wine;
To rescue from woe, doubt and fear,
THIS, THIS is a mission divine.

Teach me, Lord, how to pray.
How to be watchful every day
And to know Thy holy will.
How with filial love to fulfill.
Teach me, Lord, how to trust Thy care;
Even Thy tenderness to share
With weary pilgrims along the road,
Carrying a heavy crushing load.

To stand at the ascent of life,
A soul in the universe plan;
To know we count one in the strife,
That makes for the uplift of man;
To breathe the pure rarefied air
On heights gained through struggle and pain;
In touch with all life, THIS is prayer;
Thus to live is not living in vain.

Teach my stumbling feet to go
More quickly. Lord, and to kno w
The sorrow of the Calvary Road,
And Thy agonizing load.
Teach me, oh Lord, how to pray,
How to walk a holier, nobler way;
And forgive me each selfish prayer
That does not a burden bear.

—Unknown.

The Color of the Year What
Shall It Be?

Tomorrow
Haldor

Lillenas
Rev. H. S. Brinser

Tomorrow—
Tomorrow I'll be kind to those I meet,
Bestowing smiles on those I chance to greet,
Endeavoring to guide some wayward feet—
Tomorrow.

What shall the color of this year be
Of days for us to live?
Shall others drabs and grays but see
Or shall we true-blues give?
Why needlessly should w\e obscure
The morning sky of day?
Why should the gloominess endure,
When colors bright might play?

Tomorrow—
Tomorrow I will sing a happy song,
To cheer the heart-sick, weary, troubled throng,
The sin-scarred, hurried world wher,e I belongTomorrow.

What shall the color this year be.
Of days for us to GLOW?
Shall others dying hues but see,
Or shall we gold bestow?
Why not the whole day be aglow
With varied colors true,
The richness of sky bow,
Which rain and light ensue?

Tomorrow—
Tomorrow I will seek another's good.
Permitting Him to stand where I have stood;
No profit at his loss e'en though I could—
Tomorrow.
Tomorrow—
Tomorrow I will pluck the fragrant rose
That in the quiet of my garden grows,
That on some bosom it may find repose—
Tomorrow,

What shall the color this year be,
Of every page of life?
May none be marred by thots set free
That gender mortal strife.
Why not each day a page unmarred,
By daubs and careless dashes
And that from each alt ills be barred,
By heaven-tinctures
splashes?
The soul illumed's the arbiter,
Own its sways;
Let it the vibrant color give
Of your days.

Tomorrow—
Today I am too busy with my toil
Of serving self—of digging in the soil—
But from my duty I shall not recoil.
Tomorrow.
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EDITORIAL

ASSOCIATIONS

V. L. STUMP, EDITOR AND BUILDER

Pennsylvania made the burden heavy. However, in a short time
the printing of the paper was transferred to Nappanee. Looking
into the future, some felt that from a financial standpoint the
By Dortha Dohner
Church should own and operate its own printing plant. FinancY T is commonly said that when you want a piece of work done ing the publication of church literature by means of subscriptions
•*• quickly and well, you should call in a busy man to do it. only was wholly inadequate and selling space for advertising was
W h a t is true of lesser tasks is also true of important responsible objectionable. Consequently Brother Stump felt that the only
solution to the problem was a plant of our own in which the
positions in life. Therefore, when General Conference of 1918
faced the problem of finding an editor for the Evangelical Visitor, profits from commercial job printing could be used to finance the
they looked for a man already useful and active in the work of printing of all necessary church literature. This dream was realthe Church. They found such a man in the person of Vernon L. ized when in the year 1920 the building formerly occupied by the
Nappanee News was leased and their printStump, son of Bishop John A. Stump and
ing equipment purchased.
Leah Bechtel Stump, of Elkhart County,
"Faith is the substance of things
Indiana.
The struggle and physical strain of
hoped for, the evidence of things not
While only thirty-two years of age
these
years were tremendous. From the
as yet seen."
when chosen for this important and strenustandpoint of business training a brief busious church office, Brother Stump had alness course and some time spent as an emready a considerable record of active Chrisployee of the National Cash Register Comtian service to recommend him. A year
pany, Dayton, Ohio, constituted the editor's
after his conversion at the Highland Church,
preparation. However, his natural mechaniMiami County, Ohio, he plunged into active
cal ability, his quick perception of situations,
front-line service at the Chicago Mission
and his ability to make swift decisions, as
where he spent three wonderful years as paswell as his habit of instant communication
tor—wonderful, not only in service rendered,
with Heaven in moments of need or crisis,
but wonderful because of the schooling in
made him indispensable in the publishing
spiritual things which he received there.
plant during those early years. W h e n skillMany rare lessons of faith and obedience
ed operators encountered difficulties, Mr.
were learned during those years which have
Stump was immediately called. Many an
been responsible in a large measure for his
expensive repair bill was saved by his ability
remarkable life of faith. He learned to pray,
to tear down and rebuild the necessary
to expect great things of God, and he dared
portion of the printing machinery that was
to attempt greater things for God than most
causing trouble. V. L. Stump, minister, misChristians do. Later, he spent three years
sionary, evangelist, had to learn the printing
at Mooretown, Michigan, in a mission pasbusiness from the ground up, but he learned
torate where his training and development
it quickly and learned it well.
continued. In 1917 he was made secretary
In addition to all of the difficulties of
of the Home Mission Board of the Brethren
being
foreman, superintendent, and manager
in Christ Church.
of a struggling new printing business, of beDuring these years he was wonderfully
ing editor-in-chief of Church and Sunday
used of God in evangelistic work. He was
School literature, and of being a true father
gifted as a pulpit speaker, as an altar worker,
of a fine family of children, Brother Stump
and as a personal worker. His deeply symfound time to serve in his calling as a minVernon L. Stump
pathetic nature, his understanding of human
ister
Editor 1919-1923 and 2927 to
°J t h e G f **\ F ° r m a n Y Y^rs he has
needs, his positive Gospel message, and his
served as pastor of the Locke Church, two
dramatic eloquence in conveying that mesmiles north of Nappanee, and after the full
sage under the blessing of God and anointing of the Holy Spirit week of duty and night service at the Publishing House—many
made him outstanding in the evangelistic field.
times working nearly all night—he would enter the pulpit on
His dynamic personality, his business-like qualities, his energetic enthusiasm, his aggressiveness, his ability to express himself,
and his unusual message combined to bring him to the front and
to attract attention. When, at the General Conference of 1918
held at the Union Grove Church, Indiana, Brother Stump's own
home church, the question arose, " W h o m shall we elect to the
editorship of the Evangelical Visitor?", the Church extended the
call to Eld. V . L. Stump.
God only knows what that call meant to him in changing the
stream of his life. Hereafter evangelism would be possible primarily by means of the printed page and only occasionally as time
permitted in evangelistic meetings. He bowed in submission to
the will of God and the Church, and threw himself, body and soul,
into his new work. During his first few years in the publication
work of the Church, Brother Stump's resources of courage, vision,
and faith, which had been developed through years of service
were tested to the limit. Illness in the home, the strain of plunging into an entirely new work practically unaided, and the necessity of dealing in a long-distance fashion with the publishers in

Sunday and deliver messages that were marvelous in their conception of the need of the hour and their involving of the provision
of God's grace to meet that need. He was also much in demand
in homes where sickness and sorrow, or death, had entered, and
never too busy to respond to a call of need.
He was re-elected as editor and manager of the Publishing
House from year to year with the exception of the years 19231927 when Bishop O B . Ulery was elected editor. Dreams materialized, prayers were answered and in 1925 the church erected
a beautiful building and from time to time purchased necessary
equipment until the plant from the standpoint of commercial
printing for profit was a credit to the Church.
Then came the depression with all that it meant—but that's
another story. Nevertheless, the man who looked into the future, who prayed and planned and builded, has not thrown up
his hands and quit the job in times of discouragement and near
despair, but has given his very life, his unstinted service day and
night, to the work to which he was called by the Church. He has
held nothing in reserve, has coveted nothing for himself. His
Church and his God have been first in his life.
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ASSOCIATE
SACRED RECOLLECTIONS
Bishop E. J. Swalm
A N Y and varied are the
recollections of our lives as
we take the road to yesterday and
enjoy a tour to the early days of
our remembrance. W h a t indelible
imprints were left on our minds by
the things we experienced, heard,
saw and read. Some for the better
and some for the worse.
No
doubt the things we read, if we
inclined toward reading, have left
as deep an impression as anything
that has contributed to our career.
Personally, as I recall t h e
days when I learned to read, I reBishop E. J. Swalm
member how eagerly I devoured
the literature of our home, and with sacied memory I refer to the
Evangelical Visitor with its bi-weekly Christian message that was
making its regular visits to our home before I was born. I have
always appreciated the privilege of being reared in a heme where
loyalty to the Brethren in Christ, her doctrines, message, policies,
enterprises and institutions were kept in the foreground, and I
have grave doubts about the loyalty of any home in our denomination that carelessly neglects to subscribe for the Visitor.
W i t h refreshing thought I can call up some articles, poems,
doctrinal treatises, testimonies, etc., which enriched my Christian
life and helped root me deeper in God's W o r d . M y vision of
the Church as a whole was enlarged by reading the reports,
notices, obituaries, etc., published from every point touched by

EDITORS
our beloved brotherhood in her extensive program; this broadened
my knowledge of her work and deepened my appreciation for the
principles she stood for. Through this we have long since learned that to be of the greatest service to God and our fellowmen,
we must be co-operative and work not only with a local unit, but
to serve the immediate circle—we are better equipped if we are in
unity with the Church as a whole.
Many of the writers of thirty years ago, who are undoubtedly resting with the spirits of just men made perfect, made such an
appeal to me that I regarded them as heroes and heroines of outstanding nobility. Some of those brilliant characters I have never
met personally, but in the years that have followed as I have been
privileged to travel throughout the brotherhood and behold the
marvelous influence they have left in their respective communities I am made to thank God repeatedly for their unusual ministry.
Again I recall with what sympathetic interest I read obituaries of every issue and what a strange feeling was brought to
my heart rather unexpectedly as I read, through trickling tears,
the death notice of my darling mother in one of the M a y issues
of 1908. Then I understood much better how some folks were
made to feel over every issue, for we do not remember of a
single number without one or more death notices.
The ministry of this silent "Visitor" to our homes continues to serve the brotherhood in a distinctive way and reaches
beyond our society bringing a message that would not otherwise
be brought. Let us therefore pray that inasmuch as God has
blessed us hitherto He may continue to bless the efforts necessary
to promulgate this phase of evangelism and if our Lord delays
His return may this gracious "Visitor" be courteosly entertained
in many more homes and its message absorbed for the glory of
God and the extension of His Kingdom.
Duntroon, Ont.

A MISSIONARY APPRECIATION
J. A. Climenhaga
C E 1898 missionaries of the Brethren in Christ Church laS I Nboring
for Christ and the Church in Rhodesia have had a
welcomed guest from America who made regular visits to the
Mission Field, This same representative of the Home Base also
has been found in the reading rooms of Saharsa and Supaul Missions in India since these stations have been established by the
Church of the Brethren in Christ, approximately a quarter of a
century ago. This guest has been so regular in his visits that, if
perchance there is a slip in the regular time of his coming, the
missionaries can be heard saying, " W h e r e is the V I S I T O R ? " or
"Didn't the V I S I T O R come?"
Our Mission Stations on the foreign field have many callers.
Some come for a short visit, while others stay a longer period.
All are appreciated to a greater or lesser degree, but none are
more appreciated than this regular visitor who makes his appearance every two weeks. Did you ask the name of this
visitor? Our Church fathers of yesterday chose to name him
" T H E E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R . " He is the one visitor
which has meant so much to our missionaries down through the
years in which he has been making his visits. This visitor is
none other than our Church paper or periodical.
Most people enjoy getting news. "As cold waters to a
thirsty soul, so is good news from a far country." Missionaries
are no exception to the rule. The E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R
has been the medium to keep our workers on the fields of Rhodesia and India in touch with the land of their nativity. I speak
from experience and observation. More than once have I heard
such questions as the following, asked: " W h o has been married?
W h o of our loved brethren and sisters have been translated?

W h a t meetings have been held in the various districts of the
Church? W h a t have been the results of these efforts? How is
the tent meeting program of the Church progressing? W h a t prog*
ress is being made in the rural and city mission work? etc., e t c '
Following the answering of these questions, announcements are
sought and read. Then, the testimonies are perused and interesting articles scanned. Thus our Church paper has become a most
welcomed visitor. It keeps the missionary in touch with the
Home Base as no other periodical could. W h a t a blessing it has
been! Thank God for the " E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R . "
Not only has the missionary appreciated the messages of our
Church paper as received from the Home Country, but happy has
he been for a medium to convey to the dear brethren at home
bits of interesting news such as itineraries, conversions of the
peoples of Rhodesia and India to
Christ, the building of the Church
program in these places, etc., etc.
This the " E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R " has been from the beginning
of our Foreign M i s s i o n work.
Through this medium continued interest and s y m p a t h y have been
aroused and God's message promulgated. This the missionary loves
with all his heart. Thank God for
this medium!
The value of any magazine or
church p e r i o d i c a l is dependent
largely on its messages. These mesJ, A. Climenhaga
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sages depend on the choice of good selections or writings. Hence
the necessity of outstanding men for editors. The missionary has
appreciated the type of men which the Church has chosen for its
editors. One of the main reasons for the success of the " E V A N GELICAL V I S I T O R " during the last fifty years must be contributed to the nature of such men as Bishop Henry Davidson,
Elder George Detwiler and our present editor, V. L. Stump, who
have been filled with missionary zeal and fire. This the missionary has greatly appreciated, and it is his prayer that, from year
to year, as the Lord delays His coming, our Church paper shall
continue to be the medium in keeping the Home and Foreign Base
in touch, one with the other.
The last fifty years have brought many changes, not only
abroad, but also at Home. T h e " E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R "
has attempted to keep pace, but through it all to remain scripturally sound. Much has been accomplished. Much remains to be
done. Let us ever remember that,
"It is not the pride and glory
In the work which we have dom,
That keeps us toiling upward
Till the latest heights are won,
For through life we gather courage
To push onward, strong and free
From no perfect s\ense of fitness,
But from what we want to be."

P. J. Wiebe

REMINISCENCES

H E N in the course of human events it becomes the happy
privilege of a Church periodical to celebrate its fiftieth
anniversary, it is right and fitting to say something about its origin,
development and the benefits it has bestowed upon mankind. On
doing so I shall mention something of my first acquaintance with
our Church paper and speak of its blessings to the the Church and
to people in general.
It was during the summer of 1887 that I first heard of the
Evangelical Visitor. In May of that year my father had attended
the General Conference held at the home of Bro. Cyrus Lenhert
near Abilene, Kans. I remember after he came home he said the
Brethren were going to publish a Church paper .1 remember I saw
a copy of it during that summer. It contained a brief history of
the origin of the Church in Lancaster County, Pa. For some reason or other I did not see another copy of the "Visitor" till the
spring of 1898. At that time I was a student in McPherson College, McPherson, Kans., and there I found a copy of the "Visitor"
in the library. I began to read it and became very much interested
in two of its articles. One was an account of Elder Jesse Engle's
trip to South Africa and the other was an article entitled "The
Life More Abundant." As far as I know I have read every issue
of the "Visitor" from that time till now. In the summer of 1899
I wrote my first article for our Church paper entitled " W h a t the
Lord Has Done For Me."

Enos H. Hess
would scarcely
T HbeE RaE question
raised

Enos H. Hess
from

The value that has resulted from the publication of the Visitor during its existence cannot be calculated, especially to the
shut-ins who did not have the privilege of assembling in public
worship. The program of the church is very much enhanced
by the medium of the Evangelical Visitor and no one would now
think of doing without the publication.

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS

The missionary thanks God for the past attainments, and
prays for continued vision and success for this wonderful
" V I S I T O R " as it continues to be edited.

at present as to the necessity or advisability of a
church paper, but in 1887,
when the matter was considered, there were some
misgivings as to the necessity and value of a
church publication.
My
father, who was a deacon
in the church for some
forty years, was aggressive enough to want the
paper as soon as it was
available. I recall that
he would scan over the
contents and would select
for his first reading the
articles from the pen of
Bro. Fred Elliott, and
would usually read the publication

needed to pass upon the doctrinal points of some articles that
were presented for publication. The most difficult task that
came to our lot as Associate was to try to revise poetry that did
not rhyme. Our poetical talent was not always equal to the occasion.
In serving as editor Bro. Detwiler made great sacrifices in
relation to his family relations. W h e n the Visitor was moved
from Abilene to Harrisburg, the Church of God Publishing House
did the printing for a number of years. In 1912 the Grantham
Printing Company began publishing the paper and continued to
do so until the Publishing House was established at Nappanee
in 1920. The Grantham Printing Company did the work at a
nominal cost and did custom printing to help meet expenses.

beginning to end.

Bro. Davidson had invited me to associate myself with him
in the editorial work while he was editor. I have contributed
occasionally to its columns for the past forty years and for thirty
years was one of the associate editors.
Bro. Detwiler would occasionally turn over an article that
needed condensation to about half the original size. This procedure was not always appreciated by the author of the article
and occasionally a request came in with the article that if it could
not be published in its entirety it was to be returned. Bro. Detwiler would endeavor to correct all grammatical mistakes and
would sometimes indulge in an editorial criticism. W e also

At this period of our Church history we take it for granted
to have a Church paper. W e do not realize what opposition
there was at one time. For twelve years this question of a
periodical came before General Conference until it was finally
accepted. And then it was only for a trial period of four years.
If in the meantime it was satisfactory it was to be continued. In
1891 at the Conference held at Mastersonville, Pa., the question
was to be decided whether or not the paper was to be permanent.
The question came up for consideration and was discussed pro and
con. Just before the vote was taken the moderator, Bish. M. H.
Oberholser, said there was one minute left for disussion. This
minute was taken up by Sister Sarah Dohner of Orrstown, Pa.
She said how she appreciated the "Visitor," because her father
was an invalid and could not go to church. Hence they were
so glad for the Church paper in their home. W h e n the vote
was taken the majority voted in favor of continuing the "Visitor."
Before I conclude this article I want to express my appreciation for our Church paper and my gratitude for all those who
were instrumental in giving us such a splendid periodical, and
especially to those who have given the best years of their lives
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to serve as editors. I feel that we as a Church do not appreciate
as we should the efforts of those who are doing their very best
to give us such a worthy Church paper.
The Evangelical Visitor has done a great deal of good. It
has been a connecting link between the different districts of the
Church; it has helped to spread the doctrine of full salvation to
many places; it has' brought cheer and comfort to many lonely
homes, especially to such where there are invalids; it has kept us
informed concerning the different activities of the Church, both
at home and in the foreign field. How glad and thankful we are
to read that God has sent a gracious revival to the different districts, and that even in foreign fields the heathen are forsaking
their idols and turning to God.
I appreciate the "Visitor" so much that I would not want to
be without it even if the price of it were four times what it is.
And yet how many homes in our beloved brotherhood do not
take our Church paper? W h y is it? They have money for other
papers and for other things, but no money for the "Visitor". Are
we not sufficiently interested in our Church to take its paper?
How many homes in your district do not get our Church paper?
Will you make an effort to see that they get it? Do you know
there are a number of families outside of our own Church who
read and appreciate the "Visitor?" Let us make a united effort
to get our Church paper into every home of the brotherhood, as
well as to a number of outside homes. And let us support the
noble efforts of our wide-awake editor by our attitude, our means
and our prayers. Amen.

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS
Bishop H. K. Krieder
A C C O R D I N G to General Conference Minutes of 1880, Art.
**• 14, Page 31, the subject of a Church Paper was discussed,
for the first time in open Conference at Markham, Ontario, and
was postponed indefinitely, with the intention that the several
delegates shall present the following resolutions to their churches
for consideration: viz.,
That there be published under the control of the General
Conference, a weekly church paper devoted to religious intelligence, and to the maintenance of the doctrine of the Bible as
understood and taught by the Church of the Brethren in Christ,
and that for the proper furtherance of the above resolution, there
be appointed by General Conference, a committee composed of
nine members, to be called the Publication Board, whose duty it
shall be to take the general charge of the financial and edltoriai
department of the periodical, subject at all times to the action of
General Conference; and that they shall organize by appointing
or electing a chairman, secretary and treasurer and there proceed
to elect one of their number as editor and make all necessary
arrangements, rules and regulations to govern their actions and
define their duties and the duties of each department of said
Publication Board, as may conduce to the promotion of the object in view in accordance with the W o r d of God.
After seven years of consideration and patient waiting on
the part of those who realized the need, we find that General
Conference of 1887, convened at the home of Bro. Cyrus Lenhert, Dickinson Co., Kansas, and decided to accept the resolutions of Conference of 1880, and publish a monthly, or semimonthly or weekly periodical for a term of four years, and then
to be reconsidered by Conference, either to confirm, amend or
reject by a congregational vote, and referred the matter to a committee of five, as follows:—Daniel V. Heise, Clarence Center,
N . Y., S. E. Graybill, Martinsville, Pa., W . O. Baker, Louisville,
O., Samuel Zook, Abilene, Kans., and Henry Davidson, White
Pigeon, Mich. After the four years had expired, we find that
Conference of 1891, expressed its thanks to the members of the
Publication Board for their faithful service and contrary to the

request of its members, they were reinstated. Thus we find that
the Evangelical Visitor took its form and was brought into publication through much meditation, consideration and prayer, by
those who had a sense of responsibility for the furtherance of the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and for the continued welfare of their
Brotherhood. The writer of this article, can well remember when
the Brethren launched the publication of the Evangelical Visitor
at White Pigeon, Mich., with Bishop Henry Davidson as editor.
And although the writer was at the time an unsaved boy only
fourteen years of age, but having had the fear of God instilled
into his heart by Christian parents, who were members of the
Brethren in Christ Church; and well can he remember how the
perusal of its pages, filled with glowing testimonies, and worthwhile articles on salvation from sin and the accompanying blessings of holiness and empowerment for service, brought many a
pang of conviction to his heart. Through the past fifty years he
has been a constant reader of the "Visitor" and has been in personal contact with each one of the editors and has learned to
know many of its contributors personally, and many others
through the reading of their articles. As secretary of the General Executive Board since 1916, I find in my care copies of all
the "Visitor" volumes since 1893, with the exception of 1898,
1903, 1909, 1910, 1925 and 1927. These will all be given into the
care of my successor in office, Elder Jno. H. Martin, Lancaster,
Pa., R. R. 6.
In conclusion, I wish to illustrate what an elderly deacon, an
influential, intelligent man in one of our sister churches thinks
of the Evangelical Visitor. About three years ago, he said to me,
" W h a t is the name of your Church paper?" After I had answered his question, he inquired; "Will you take my subscription
for it? I have read several copies of it and I like to read something real every now and then." He has become a regular reader
of it, and is impressed so favorably with the Home and Foreign
Mission W o r k that he has contributed very liberally to the various treasuries.

EARLY RECOLLECTIONS
Eld. William Page
E General Conference of 1887 at the home of Cyrus LenT Hhert,
was held in a tent, the barn was used for sleeping
quarters; the meals were also served in a tent.
From the information available, it is quite certain that Bish.
Levi Luckenbach of Ohio was Moderator; Eld. Simon Graybill
of Lancaster, Pa., Secretary; and Bro. J. H. Eshelman, Cedric,
Kans., assistant.
The question of a church paper was a large issue at the time,
but the west was decidedly in favor of the project. The delegates
returned home, and as a result of the agitation, the question of
having a church paper soon became a congregational problem. It
was at this Conference that our present delegate system was
adopted.
There are a number of very pleasant recollections of this
General Conference, it being the first one that I was privileged
to attend, having been converted a little more than a year previously.
M y father subscribed for the Evangelical Visitor from its
first issue so that I have had access to its pages during all these
years. W h e n I was married in 1892, wife and I subscribed for it
and it has been coming to our home regularly since that time.
While we have our individual opinions as to what should constitute a good church paper, I have yet to find one that I would
want to exchange for ours. It occupies first place among the
papers that come to our home.
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FROM OLD
Personal Reminiscences of the Introduction
of the Evangelical Visitor
Eli M. Engle
E are birth-pangs; there
T H EisRtravail,
labor, and sometimes severe heart-agony, when a
new thing is being brought into
existence. It has ever been thus.
Look back upon the birth of our
nation, and before that the bringing into existence and realization
of new worlds hitherto unknown.
Scan the grave issues involved
when the Church was born; then
recall the injustices, soul-agonies,
the persecutions, and oppositions,
which were heaped upon her, as
she struggled to keep alive her
zeal and to hold intact her standards for the preservation a n d
Eli M. Engle
highest welfare of her posterity.
Just as there is heart-agony, pain and severity in the formation of physical life, so also is there turmoil and sometimes strife
when progressive movements are introduced into conservative
religious bodies. This serious condition obtained with us as a
Church when the Evangelical Visitor had its first conception.
Because of a need, probably resulting from the early members'
reading of various religious and denominational magazines, there
began to arise a strong agitation for a Church paper of our own.
For a number of years, especially during General Conference sessions, this agitation became an issue of no small importance.
The consideration of launching such a project met with unfavorable attitudes and criticisms in many of the districts. Discussions pro and con were held in district Councils. Many there
were who feared that such a step would surely weaken or tear
down the deeply-respected standards of the Church. It is to be
remembered that there existed in the Church an honest conservatism toward the introduction of "new things."
It was in the year of 1887, at the General Conference held at
the home of Cyrus Lenhert in Dickinson Co., Kansas, that the
publishing of a religious paper became a live issue. I am told
that a delegate, in casting his vote, conscientiously regarded the
sentiments of his district council above his own convictions.
Simon Graybill, a Conestoga delegate, voted negatively for his
district, but personally favored the project. By congregational
vote, finally, Conference decided to publish a Church paper. Immediately following this, there arose such an unfavorable reaction
to the decision as to endanger general Church harmony, and for
this reason on the next day there was a motion to reconsider,
which step pacified the Conference.
After much discussion pro and con the timely remarks of a
conservatively aggressive Lancaster county brother in his 82nd
year (I did not hear him speak, but I am told that his name was
Jacob Engle), gave occasion for a new motion which finally resulted in the passing of a resolution for a "four year trial venture," with the final decision to be determined by a congregational
vote at the end of that time.
Four years later General Conference convened at Mastersonville, an Eastern location which placed the issue in the very
heart of the opposition. After strong discussions for and against
the continuance of the paper, an unlooked for plea from Eld.
Daniel Brubaker, a Lebanon county conservative, resulted in
bring : ng the Conference to a more favorable attitude. A motion
for its continuation was carried by a small majority (I think it
was nine).

FRIENDS
An aged brother, a deacon from Cumberland County, who
sat by my side, being somewhat dull of hearing was eager to
know what particular point in the discussion Conference had arrived, and would frequently inquire of me, in order that he might
vote his convictions on the question, which in this case were favorable to the project. This man was Samuel Eshelman. With
joy also I remember that a little old sister (Anna Engle) in her
80th year stood in favor of its continuation. A Donegal brother
who voted in favor of the movement, afterward regretted his
action because it grieved his older brother who stood opposed.
This is an example of Biblical conscientiousness according to
I Cor. 8 and Rom. 14.
(Another incident also occurred at this Conference. Some
good brother came to a young man and said, "I saw a very peculiar thing here today." Of course the younger brother wondered what it could have been. The first man continued: "I saw an
aged father [Abram Hess] vote for the continuance of the paper,
while the son [Abram Hess] voted against it." Above incident
inserted by co-editors).
Well, the "Visitor" is here. W e hope it may ever remain
basic, fundamental and Biblical in every department, and as accurate as possible in Church news. Let us prove our appreciation
by our hearty and enlarged support.

For the Evangelical Visitor
36 Elizabeth St., Welland, Ont.
July 21, 1937
Dear Editor:
I wish to say in reference to the Evangelical Visitor, I have
been a reader of the paper ever since its birth which will now
soon be fifty years ago, how fast time flies. Since we have had a
home of our own we have been a subscriber and it has always
been a welcome Visitor and for the last five and a half or nearly
six years, since we have been in mission work, the paper is
especially an inspiration, keeping us informed as to the advancement of God's work in our beloved brotherhood, from the India
and African fields, and also the home church. As we read letters from our dear foreign missionaries it seems to bring us closer
together and through the Visitor we are made to realize that we
are one family with one purpose, to build up the church and
carry the gospel message to the unsaved. W e believe the Visitor is a clean, religious paper and safe for Father, Mother, and
children to read, being instructive, enlightening and if followed
we will be kept from being caught in the pitfalls and quick-sands
of deception. It should be in every home of the brotherhood.
May the Visitor, in future years if the Lord delays His coming,
be made a real source of blessing to many souls who are inquirers
after truth. M a y its circulation be very much widened, and thus
carry the gospel message to many who are still unlearned in the
Holy Scriptures.
God bless our dear editor and his staff of workers in their
labors.
Jonathan Lyons.

Ten Best Things
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
The
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best
best
best
bzst
best
best
best
best
best
best

Evangelical Visitor, 1887.
mood is the Christian mood.
thoughts ate holy thoughts.
ways are virtue's ways.
inclinations are good inclinations.
friends are those that correct our errors.
disposition is to dispose of things justly.
honors are heavenly honors,
lot is a contented lot.
fear is the fear of the Lord.
of all is to know and cultivate these things.

FROM OLD FRIENDS
Letter from a Former Associate
Manager
S. G. Engle
R I N G S are little
S Pthings,
but they are
t h e source of large
streams which make up
the ocean.
Life is made up of little things, but it may become great and strong,
because of acts rightly
enacted.
Small is the beginning
but potent in forming
thought and influence, is
the pen picture of our
present P u b l i s h i n g
House, with yet greater
future possibilities. True
as ever, "The pen is
mightier
than the
S. G. Engle
sword."
Strong were
the opposing forces that
met this infant institution in the beginning. Nothing can furnish a
stronger evidence of its importance and value than this fact. The
tree rocked by violent storms, is made stronger, and rooted
deeper.
Its first Editor, H. Davidson, to its present one, all made
their distinct contribution. Individual efforts built up a collective
experience and force.
Small were my contributions, but always beneficial, because
they were instructive, thru personal touch with its editors, by
exchange of thought and correction by them. Its developing influence of the Church, and doubly so of our youth, can never
be measured. The development of their gifts and talents is
worthy of special mention, as well as bringing out the best
thought of the members in general. W h a t part has our Church
organ taken in this great accomplishment? I need not fumble
my pen while waiting for an answer. Hand in hand with our
churches, schools have gone forward.
Unnoticed has been this co-operative work and influence,
until to-day both can share honor in this great work. Its pioneer
work in new fields, in spiritual leadership; its reports that inspired lives to yield and make possible new values for the
kingdom of our Christ. These values can only be known if and
when the Eternal records unfold them.
Its stability in doctrine, in principle of life has bridged more
chasms than has been credited to it. It has steadied the unsteady; it has taught the untaught; it has pointed out the better
way, when wrong lay in wait to ensnare.
The planning of the building was paradoxical. The building committee was long-sighted in their short-sightedness. They
said, in substance, "we will build strong enough, if the institution
as a Publishing House fails, we can convert it into other commercial channels," hardly realizing that this splendid building with
its strong foundation, may some day be used to build higher.
God does move in mysterious ways.
Being actively associated for several years with our present
editor in its financial planning, I had the rare privilege of learning some of the intricate workings of a Publishing House. Those
were the most trying years, not only for this institution, but the
nation's economic system was shaken to its foundation. Many institutions, as well as other businesses failed, nor were our own
people immune. Through prayer and sacrifice of our people,

this institution outrode the storm. How well can we who went
through those trying times, appreciate the Church's other institutions and individuals, who so nobly stood firm and helped to
save this House for our Church. Their actions spoke out boldly.
Calamity and failure dare not be written across the face of the
Lord's work.
Experience allows me to say of our present Editor and its
Board, the following: the ever-appreciated part the Editor took
during those trying times is worthy of mention. W i t h breaks
here and there, with critical influences weighing heavy, with discouragements and temptations, that only the strong-hearted could
bear, with antiquated systems that must be broken, it was a hard
strain upon friendship. N o individual was directly responsible
for their existence. Through our Editor's fine Christian cooperation, persistence, patience, forebearance and integrity, as
well as the Publication Board's lending itself with persistence
and monetary help, _to them all belongs our undying credit and
honor.
Twenty-five years hence (should the Lord delay His
coming) with the tomb the resting place of these brethren, while
awaiting a better day, when they will be beyond the voice of
praise or flattery, then and then only will their labors be best
understood.
A parting word to the brotherhood and friends. You have a
very important part in this program for still greater success.
Prompt payment of all subscriptions! This is a source of capital,
which helps to enlarge, to lift burdens, save time, that can be devoted to more useful and profitable work. Freedom from debt to
the "Visitor" will help us to better enjoy the reading of its pages.
Personally, I appreciate its columns. It keeps me in touch with
the activities of my people, with their thought, and advancement
of method and purposes. I hear the voice of my brethren through
its columns. I listen to them as they preach from its pulpit. I
am in a prayer meeting, as I read their testimonies. I know that
old-time conversions are still facts as I read the experiences. I
know our Christ still heals as I hear that health has come to the
sick through believing prayer. The Evangelical Visitor is a welcome visitor in our home, and has a stand'ng invitation every time
it visits our city, not to pass us by.

A

Reminiscence
J. K. Forney

n p H E General Conference of 1887 held at the home of Cyrus
•^
Lenhert, three miles south of Abilene, Kansas, took up and
discussed the matter of publishing a Church Paper. The petition
to publish a paper was adopted on a four-year probation plan, to
be then re-considered, either to confirm, amend or reject by a
congregational vote. The matter was referred to a committee of
five brethren: Daniel Heisey, Simon E. Graybill, W . O. Baker,
Samuel Zook and Henry Davidson.
W h e n the four years were up, the Conference was at the
Mastersonville Church, Lancaster County, Pennsylvania. There
was much concern expressed about the outcome of the congregational vote, as at that date many were not inclined to new movements or any changes. The vote was taken just at the time for
closing that session of the Conference, and at the last minute a
brother and his wife came in and they called them to cast their
vote, which they did, and when the ballots were counted, there
was a majority of one. It was also learned that Bro. John Musser and his wife, who had come in at the last moment, voted "yes."
Should they have been five minutes later, it would at that time
have been lost.
Conference decided to continue the publication of the Evangelical Visitor. The members of the Publication Board asked to
be relieved of their duties, incumbent upon them during the past
four years of service, and a resolution was passed expressing a
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vote of thanks to the members of the Board for their faithful
service, with a provision that it be placed upon the Minutes of
the Conference and that the same Board be reinstated.
In the year 1893, a Jewish Christian by the name of Rev.
Albert J. Nathan came to Abilene and preached in a hall there
and also held open-air street meetings. T h e younger Christian
people were greatly impressed and missionary interst among our
people was begun. In a few years, young men and women started
to cross the seas to enter into mission work. Among the first was
Sr. Rhoda E. Lee, who was a convert in Rev. George Detwiler's
meetings in 1894 and was baptized by Bish. Henry Davidson.
It was at the Conference held at the Bethel Church in Dickinson County, Kansas, in M a y 1894, (See Evangelical Visitor,
June 1, 1894, pages 162-168), that the Four-Missionary Treasury
was started. The first money donated was by Rev. Jacob Stauffer, who got under such strong conviction and walked forward to
the Conference table, laid down a five dollar bill, saying "That is
to start a fund to carry the Gospel to the heathen." Then Sr. Lee
took a hat and passed it through the audience and t o o k
up an offering. Rev. Jacob H. Eshelman placed another five dollar bill in the hat, so it is known who gave the first t w o five dollar
bills toward our Foreign Missionary work.
Conference sat almost spellbound. N o one had any remarks
to make. The Conference Minutes are silent on this event. Verbally, Jacob Stauffer was entrusted with the funds as treasurer.
N o statement was made as to the amount of the offering taken,
but according to the writer's recollection, it was about forty-three
dollars.
The following year at Conference a report of the Treasurer
was submitted and approved, with no amounts being mentioned.
Then in 1896, the Treasurer's Report was submitted and approved, showing an amount on hand of $410.60; in 1897 the fund
was $693.46. In this same year, the church sent out its first
foreign missionaries t o South Africa.
Rev. Nathan, wife and family, together with Sr. Hettie Fernbaugh, a member of the Brethren in Christ Church, sailed for Fess
Morocco on December 16, 1894. Sr. Fernbaugh's expenses to the
field were met by offerings from friends. She served in Morocco
for some years and came home later in failing health and passed
to her eternal reward in 1904.
It is seldom that I do not read all that is contained in the
Evangelical Visitor, and always the editorial notes. Much more
might be said but I will conclude by saying that I have enjoyed
the Evangelical Visitor during these many years, especially now
that I cannot always go to services and will conclude with this
greeting: "There is therefore now no condemnation to them which
are in Christ Jesus, for the law of the spirit of life in Christ Jesus
hath made me free from the law of sin and death."

Glimpsing the Past
William M. Asper
¥ N looking back over the years that are past, I can very clearly
•*• remember as a boy thirteen years of age when the first issue
of the "Evangelical Visitor" came into my father's home; this was
in August, 1887. M y father and mother were members of the
Brethren in Christ Church, but we did not have the privilege of
attending services as we do to-day. On account of distances my
parents had the opportunity to attend services only once in four
weeks. W e did not get our mail very regularly and I remember
so well that it was on a Saturday evening when this first issue
came. After looking it over I remember father saying to mother,
"Here is our new Church paper; look how beautiful it is!" On
the following Sunday afternoon after he had read its pages for
the second time, I heard him say to mother, "Here is one paper
that I am going to get. It will be just the paper for Will to
read," I have never forgotten that expression of my father's.
You can imagine my feelings, for as an unsaved boy I had a very
great desire to read, but not religious periodicals. However
father was true to his word and subscribed for it immediately and

continued to get the "Visitor" the entire remainder of his life. He
commanded me, as well as the rest of the family to read it.
Being exceptionally fond of reading poetry, I was drawn
to the poems that were in the "Visitor."
Especially I
want to say right here, that Sr. Sarah McTaggart's poems
were very much enjoyed, even if I was unsaved and did not
understand them. By reading the poetry I was drawn to read
other articles as well. Since April, 1896 the "Visitor" has been
a very welcome visitor in my home. I was converted in September of that year (1896) and the "Visitor" became an entirely
new paper to me. Its articles were then choice food for my soul,
and it has grown very dear to me as the years pass by.
As I look back over the years I remember the aching void
created in my own heart and through reading it the desire to
become a Christian. Little did I think at that time that some day
I would be on its editorial staff! I remember very clearly reading
about our first missionaries leaving N e w York for Africa and
the impression it left on me. As I look back over the years I am
grateful to the Pioneers of the Evangelical Visitor for their efforts that we as a Church could have such a wonderful paper.
Being on the editorial staff of a secular paper, I am permitted to
get in touch with many of the periodicals that are being published
to-day, and every time I pick up the Evangelical Visitor I am
thankful anew for its ministry. There is no other periodical that
comes under my notice that has the appeal that the Evangelical
Visitor has, its beauty, and its clearness in doctrine for which it
stands. I wonder how many of the readers of the Evangelical
Visitor are able to read out from between the lines the deep
doctrinal truths that are therein.
In closing I have two regrets I want to mention; one is that I
did not file every copy of the Evangelical Visitor from its birth,
and the other is that I did not get better acquainted years ago
with the workings of our printing plant; it is only since the last
Ohio Conference that I really have got in touch with the printing
plant. Brethren and Sisters let us boost our printing plant. Being acquainted and being able to get in touch quite frequently with
other printeries, I want to say that there is none so clean and
well equipped as ours. W e , as a Brotherhood, have every reason to uphold our Publication Board with our prayers and
our support. May it continue to send forth the Gospel through
the printed page till Jesus comes.

Messiah Bible College
Grantham, Pennsylvania
Library
count ourselves fortunate to have in our library a comW Eplete
file of the Evangelical Visitor from its first publication to the present. This gives us a permanent and valuable
record of material relating to the development of the work of the
brethren in Christ Church through these years.
Here our students find the accumulated writings of the fathers
of the Church who in loving obedience to a spiritual urge wrote
as they "were moved," to expound the W o r d and to witness to
the Truth. Their convictions and standards were born of Truth
and these they have passed to us in the pages of the Church
paper. Because they were faithful, the Church to-day is rich in
its inheritance.
The students in the classes in Church History, Missions and
Religious Training frequently use the "Visitor" file to study the
work of the Church in her efforts to reach and win men. They
trace the rise and progress of missions in the Church, learn to
know her pioneer missionaries as well as their successors, and
become acquainted with the Church's need for Christian Stewardship.
The bi-weekly appearance of the Church paper in our library
is appreciated. Proof of this is found in the question often asked
by our readers,—"Has the 'Visitor' come?"
May its prestige and influence never wane.
Clara E. Hoffman.
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What the Evangelical Visitor
Has Been to Us
Sarah McTaggart
Let me like a little sparrow
Trust Him where I cannot
see,
In the sunshine or the shadow,
Singing He will care [or me
S this is the Fiftieth Anniversary of the Evangelical
Visitor I feel impressed to write
a few lines of appreciation, for
what it has meant in our home.
M y dear husband subscribed
for it when in its infancy, when
it was first published at White
Pigeon, Mich., edited by dear
old Rev. H. Davidson, and in
this last half century we have
never missed a single copy.
W e deemed it a pure, wholeSarah McTaggart
some piece of literature, and
thought every member of this
body of believers should read it, and every home of the Brethren
in Christ should subscribe for it. W e believed it was a powerful
good to the brotherhood throughout and thereby glorify God.
W e became acquainted more or less with each other, and learned
more of the activities of the Church, both in home and foreign
fields.

long as I have the price, which is very reasonable indeed. As
for writing it is becoming quite a task.
N o w I would say especially to the younger brothers and
sisters that are much better qualified than I have been, read the
"Visitor"! Subscribe for it! W r i t e for it! and if done in the
Spirit of the Master, He will be glorified and you with others will
be blessed.
Now, this may be my last writing for publication. God alone
knows. But should He spare me a little longer, and give me
strength and memory, I may make another effort. I want to
praise Him in some little way while I have my being. I am now
advanced in my 88th year and I know my work is about done
and I regret that it isn't better done. But I hope it will be acceptable in God's sight. I want to be a palm tree Christian, whose
leaves never fall or wither, but is ever flourishing. I thank Him
for all that is past, and trust Him for all that's to come.
So now, beloved brothers and sisters, farewell.
Box 344, Stayner, Ont.

I felt impressed when the "Visitor" was in its early stage to
write little articles for its columns, but as my schooling was very
limited, I was tempted to think that my writing would be of little
or no benefit. However, I obeyed, and found it a blessing as we
always do, in obeying God. Receiving encouragement from one
and another I kept on in my weak, simple way, and I believe God
got glory out of it, and I got blessings. After we had read the
paper through we would give or lend it to others, who enjoyed
its reading, but didn't feel able to subscribe. W e didn't destroy
them, as I have seen it done in some homes.
Five years ago a rupture of one eye happened very suddenly,
caused by eye strain which almost severed the sight, and in less
than one year, the same happened to the other, and since I
haven't been able to see a word of the largest type, but praise
God I can see to get around by being very careful. As I cannot see to read the "Visitor" or any other reading they are not
the same comfort to me. Being dull of hearing I can not take it
in as if I could read myself. But I'll still take the "Visitor" as

Elder and Mrs. Noah Zook, were ardent
supporters of the Evangelical Visitor
Elder and Mrs. Noah Zook, formerly of Abilene, Kansas,
who laid aside worldly pursuits for the service of Christ, and did
itinerant evangelistic work for many years. They were strong
advocates of mission work, at home and in foreign lands.
Throughout their ministry, they were ardent supporters of the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR.
Bro. and Sr. Zook have long since gone to their reward, but
we are sure they would rejoice with us in the progress of the
publishing interests of the church.
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Work for Jesus
Sarah

McTaggart

Brethren, work and stand not idle
In the vineyard of the Lord;
Though you've come in late or early.
All shall have the same reward.
If you toil from early morning
Till the closing of the day,
Christ your Master will reward
Only H's commands obey.

you,

Grow not weary in well-doing,
Use the talent God has given,
Hide it not, or thou shalt never
Walk the golden streets of heaven.
If you cannot spread the Gospel
To the heathen's distant plain,
You can speak a word for Jesus,
Ever praise His holy name.
O, may w\z contend in earnest,
For what our weary souls have need,
And heed not what the worldings say,
For their state is sad indeed.
May we to them a pattern prove
Both in humility and love;
And may they yet while called to-day
Seek an inheritance above.
Evangelical Visitor, 1887.

Looking to the Future
Ohmer U. Herr
ii JLJI O W beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of him that
i T l bringeth good tidings, that publisheth peace; that bringeth
good tidings of good, that publisheth Salvation; that salth unto
Zion, T h y God reigneth!" Isa. 52:7.
"I will publish the name of the Lord: ascribe ye greatness
unto our God." Deut. 32:3.
"Oh that my words were now written! Oh that they were
printed in a book! That they were graven with an iron pen and
lead in the rock forever! For I know that my Redeemer liveth,
and that He shall stand at the latter day upon the earth:" Job
19:23-25.
" N o w go, write it before them in a table, and note it in a
book, that it may be for the time to come for ever and ever:"
Isa. 30:8.
W e are pausing, not only to review the fifty years that are
past, but also to look forward, that we might fill-full the days and
years of opportunity of the future, should .our Christ tarry that
long.
Job indicates in his few verses quoted above, what it takes
to make permanent records; then Isaiah tells us why we should
do so. While very few of us shall cause letters in rock to be
filled with lead, and not many of us shall grave any great number
with an iron pen, some of us may have them printed in a book,
and we can all write our choicest thoughts, and copy those of
others, and have our Publishing House make hundreds and thousands of printed copies of them through our Church periodicals,
tracts, etc. This is our opportunity to reach places far and near,
and leave them for "the time to come" at a cost within the reach
of all of us.
W H A T SHALL W E PUBLISH?
Let us go forward with the Evangelical Visitor. W e have
not yet come to the realization of all its possibilities nor the
fulfillment of all our ideals.
Our Home Missions need the "Visitor" and we need the
contact it gives us with them. Expository articles regarding Salvation and the things it will do, are uplifting; but to hear how
deliverance from the bondage of sin and Satan has actually been
wrought among all classes, brings hope to the dissatisfied reader
for his own case, and joy to those who are laboring for the
Master.
W h a t is it that makes other periodicals appetizing and meaty
to the general Christian public? Is it not the glowing accounts of
the miracles of grace that have been wrought in the souls, lives
or bodes of men and women everywhere? May our city missions, rural missions, orphanages, revivals, tent meetings, public
worship services, prayer meetings and personal contacts abound
more and more with such experiences; and let us take time to use
our pens and typewriters under the inspiration of God, to put
them in readable form for those who lie beyond the reach of our
daily contacts. If anyone thinks such experiences are becoming
fewer, let him also believe—so much the more shall the present
and future generations, if Jesus tarries, need the concrete encouragement they afford.
The need of the "Visitor" is increased when We think of our
Foreign Missions. The personal contacts between those on the
foreign fields and the Home Church are fewer. W e must have
this common medium to bear the news between us at regular intervals. It must be more general than personal letters, broader
than circular letters, yet more intimate and more spiritual than
outside periodicals.-

Our elderly members are very expressive of what the "Visitor" means to them, for they have known it longest and love it
best. Especially do those who are deprived of the privilege of
public meetings because of physical disability or distance to the
services, look forward to the coming of the "Visitor". Let us
find ways of making it even richer for them.
It is very essential that we perpetuate the departments for
Youth and for the Home Circle. W h e r e is there a more responsive field for good seed sown? W e must not lose sight of the
rising generation, but help furnish the means of building Christian
ideals and character, in and from the plastic material of the future Church.
Our missionary and evangelistic enterprises are constantly
yielding new converts who need spiritual nourishment and ethical
instructions for their hours of leisure and meditation. May our
little Church not be the last to awaken to the value of the cultivation of a proper measure of denominational spirit; for truly we
look to the retention of the product of our Home Circles and to
those gleaned from outside sources through our agressive enterprises, for the perpetuation and enlargement of our fellowship.
God has given us a message the world needs, and that with increasing force, if generations continue. This cannot be successfully done without making good use of the printed page.
Our Ministry and others of our Official Staff need the extending and unifying influences which a department for them contributes. As long as our ministers are called upon to lead a dual
life, and even further than that, busy seasons and pressing moments are sure to arrive when studies in God's W o r d , soul-stirring messages, illustrations and other timely suggestions are very
much appreciated. The Preacher's Page should be made to afford a wealth of such material. W e need periodicals to soundly
champion the doctrines and practices which the W o r d of God
and the Church hold dear, in order to corroborate individual
presentation.
The Church is made up of individual members. Our ecclesiastical structure is no stronger than the bonds which unite us.
Personal contacts may vary with conditions and distances, but
the visit of the printed page is universal and impartial. Those
whose hearts are overflowing with new found joys, the peace and
love of God within, or gratitude for God-given victories, always
have an avenue of expression open to them. Their reader audience is so large, that a number are sure to be interested, no matter of what nature the experience may be. Thus those longing
for satisfaction, either in their relationship to God or for bits of
spiritual or temporal advice, may turn to the "Visitor's" pages
and find food for meditation and enlightenment on the road to
victory.
The three companion publications adapted to our Sunday
Schools, namely—the Sunbeams, The Youth's Visitor and The
Sunday School Herald, challenge us with opportunities to assist
in the realization of the above ideals, especially the stimulation
and safeguard of our Youth. Other opportunities are awaiting
our acceptance, such as Sunday School Lesson Helps for teacher
and pupil, Church publications, and books on doctrinal and missionary themes, etc.
BY W H O M SHALL T H E Y BE PUBLISHED?
By the Brethren in Christ Church itself of course. The first
link to the Church in this behalf is the Publication Board. W e
must perpetuate a Board whose members are of sound faith and
sterling character, practical men of vision and activity possessing
business knowledge, men ready with consecration and perseverance to stand by the work in prosperity and adversity.
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T h e next link in this chain is the Editorial Staff, which is indeed of vital importance, the responsibilities of which culminate
in the position of Editor. Here must be individuals carefully
chosen, tried and true, sound in faith and pleasing in practice, not
only having a thorough knowledge of the Scriptures and a keen
grasp of current affairs, but gifted in expressing their views of the
same, by speech, dictation and pen. Literary ability in general
is essential not only for their own productions but to get the contributions of others ready to publish.
H O W SHALL W E PUBLISH T H E M ?
The third link from the Church to these printed messages is
the E. V. Publishing House. Forward strides of the past, when
in 1920 we came into possession of our own Publishing House
equipment, and again in 1925 when the Church contributed sufficient capital to build a home to house this equipment, have
only laid the foundation for advancement in the future. But to
go forward as we should, we must be freed from the restraining
influences which still remain. N o t the least of these is the annual
drain of interest on the standing indebtedness. The Church has
been standing by us nobly and now has given us permission to
make special plans to celebrate our Fiftieth Anniversary. W e
purpose to burn the outstanding mortgage and its attending notes.
W e can with your help.
PLEASE READ T H O U G H T F U L L Y
W e believe our field for spiritual activity and missionary
work is equal to that offered by any of the other enterprises of
the Church. It has been the aspiration of the Board to have the
Youth of our Church catch this vision, and offer their services

and personal interest toward the upbuilding of this phase of Gospel work. This has been realized in some instances, but we trust
that others will hear the call of God to share in this means of
spreading the good news of Salvation, so that a greater number of
Publishing House Staff may have direct interest in the results
obtained.
W i t h the major part of the interest-bearing loans repaid;
with a greater number of the Publishing House Staff doubly interested as representatives of the Brethren in Christ Church, fully
consecrated and ready to sacrifice for the cause of Christ, if
need be, as other servants of the Church are doing; and with a
General Manager maintained who can continue to render untiring
service and efficient management, and who, as a good executive,
can properly departmentize and supervise the efforts of such a
Staff; W e believe the E. V . Publishing House has every reason—
to go and grow and glow under the blessing of God in this
world of unbelief and sin;
to improve the content, size and appearance of the Evangelical Visitor, and make its visits weekly instead of bi-weekly;
to increase the constituency our publications serve, through
larger subscription lists;
to finance the Church Publications as authorized by General
Conference;
to take a greater share in the spread of the Gospel through
extension of our free literature department;
and withal, to operate at a net profit, a share of which may be
turned into the coffers of our Mission Boards from year to year,
as a continued thank-offering to the Lord.

OUTLINE OF
COMMEMORATION SERVICE
Saturday Morning, August 28th
9:30-12:00 Open house at the Publishing Plant.
12:30 Noon Luncheon at the Union Grove Church
2:00

5:00
7:30
Eld, Abtam 2 . Hess

AN APPRECIATION
"jrN the compilation of this Anniversary Number, we would feel
ourselves indeed ungrateful if we did not acknowledge with
deep appreciation the splendid contribution made by our brother,
Eld. Abram Z . Hess of Mount Joy, Pa., who was a member of
the Publication Board at the time the Publishing House was built
and who at that time took such an active and interested part in
raising the necessary funds for the building.

7:00

12:00

Brother Hess was one of the members of the Publication
Board present when the building site was finally selected. His
faithful service is hereby acknowledged.
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Saturday Afternoon, August 28th
Commemoration Service at the Church
"Literature and Printing From Graven Rock to Modern
Art"
"Development and Preservation of the Scriptures by
Printing"
"Benefits of Printing in Music and Song"
"Printed Messengers of the Gospel"
Luncheon
Saturday Evening, August 28th
Voluntary response by congregation on "Blessings That
Have Come Through the E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R "
Demonstrations of "Printed Helps in Bible Study"
"Ministerial Responsibility in Advocating Use of Our
Publications"
Sunday Morning, August 29th
Breakfast Luncheon
Worship, Devotional Service, Sunday School Period, Illustrated Temperance Talk.
Address, "Future Outlook of the Brethren in Christ
Church and Its Institutions"
Luncheon
Sunday Afternoon, 2:00 P . M., August 29th
Commemoration Service at the Publishing House
"Step by Step W i t h the E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R "
Report of Solicitation Campaign
Burning of Certificates of Indebtedness
Benediction

Free Literature Dept.
Paul W. McBeth
Can we whose souls are lighted by wisdom from on High;
Can we to men benighted the Lamp of life deny?

HISTORY
The Free Literature Department of the Brethren in Christ
Church was instituted in the year of 1895, at which time General
Conference decided it would be advisable to have cards or tracts
printed, setting forth the doctrines of the Church. The first committee was composed of Brothers Martin Oberholser, Samuel
Zook, Jesse Engle, Peter Kregy and Daniel Engle. In the early
years of the tract work its activities seemed to have fluctuated
considerably until the year of 1914, when Conference appointed a
permanent committee. It is of interest to note from the treasurer's
report for the year of 1910, that the receipts from various sources
were $10.22.
Another important decision of a Conference of a later date
was that a charge for tracts should not exceed the printing cost
and that missions, evangelistic and other religious work should receive tracts without charge. A committee of three members also
was appointed to take the place of the committee of five.
EXTENSION
In the early history of the tract publication it was the purpose to print only the various doctrines of the church. Later the
committee felt it would be advisable to print tracts of other description—namely those that would have a message in them that
would convict men and women of the seriousness of sin, as well
as those that would challenge practical Christian living. This
plan was approved and from that year on the tract department's
activities have increased, both as to the receipts and distribution of
the printed page. At the present time there are available over
ninety varieties of tracts. Each year brings new tracts into circulation. The distribution of our tracts has extended to approximately 200,000 a year, and at least four million have been put
into circulation thus far.
The contributions to this department have grown from ten
dollars to at least four hundred dollars a year. The needs come
for the tracts and the Lord graciously supplies the funds. Our
"Silent Preachers" have entered jails, penitentiaries, hospitals, and
homes where many a minister has never visited. Several years
ago many of our tracts were reprinted in South America in the
Spanish language by another organization. Many have expressed themselves by stating that our tracts are among the leading
ones in the tract field. The tract department is associated with
the Evangelical Visitor and the E. V. Publishing House. Our
Church paper has been of great aid in extending this work.

May 25, 1937
Dear Brother Stump:
The following true incident shows Tract distribution is profitable and has been blessed of God.
Mrs. A was heavily burdened about her sinful condition. Her
soul cried out, under the convicting power of the Holy Spirit, for
rest and salvation. Each passing day brought added misery of
soul, until she sotight help of a godly, Christian neighbor lady,
Mrs. B by name.
This godly, Christian lady dealt with Mrs. A, spending much
time praying with her, and for her. However, it seemed that no
personal effort could bring her to "the knoivledge of the truth." It
seemed that she could not understand what God would have her to
know relative to His plan of Salvation.
Wondering what further she could do, this godly, Christian
lady gave Mrs. A the little tract, "Four Things God Wants You To
Know," at the same time telling her to read the tract and pray
about the matter.
God used that tract and in a short time Mrs. A came to Mrs. B,
witnessed to her faith in Jesus Christ as her personal Savior. She
rejoiced in her new found Salvation.
Through her witness? her
husband, son, sister and mother-in-law were saved.
In this case, five persons came to know Christ as a Wonderful
Savior through this one tract. Does not God-directed tract distribution paai profitably?
Rev. G. Kemble.
Dear Sir:
I am a Patient at a tuberculosis sanitorium and have read
some of your tracts and have passed lots of them around to different patients. Would you be so kind as to send me some more for
distribution?
Thank you!
Dear Friends:
I received one of your tracts. "The Movie, The Greatest Religious Menace." 01 how I wish I could put it in every home in
America and as many as you can send me I will put them out
carefully with a prayer back of them.
Yours for the spread of gospel light,
Dear Sirs:
Recently one of your tracts fell into my hands. My boy picked
it up in a High School Assembly Room. Do you have free tracts?
If you do will you please send me an assortment for distribution.
Thank you.
Friends:
A tract called "Will it be Good-night or Good-bye"? published
by you was picked up by me on the streets to-day. I was on my
way to end it all, as I was out of work, food, no friend and so
forth. I read it all very carefully and I want to say it changed my
whole plan of living. I want to be a Christian and will you please
pray that I will get saved. Will you tell me how I realize it. If
this fails it is the end and you are my last hope, so will you pray
and write me.

RESULTS
The activities of the tract department would be futile unless
results were obtained. It is convincing to those who have been
closely associated with this work that it truly pays. Many an
inquiry has come in for an answer to a personal need. M a n y perplexed souls have been aided in their problems through our tracts
or by a personal letter. Men and women who have been hardened
by years spent in sin are touched by this little printed messenger.
People who have despaired of life received new hope—hope that
is found in Jesus Christ. The "Zion Traveler" in service for the
Master is greatly revived by the inspirational messages. W e are
herewith giving a few testimonies and inquiries that have been received.

W e can say with the Master, the field is the world, and that
the tract has had a large place in sowing of the Gospel seed. W e
are thankful for those who have received the vision to pass tracts
when the opportunity is given, and for those who devote much of
their time to this work, whether it be the colporteurs, rescue
workers, evangelists or those who come from the more humble
walks of life. Those who have stood by the work by giving of
their financal aid, will share in the reward. W h e n we meet those
that have believed on the Lord Jesus Christ through the reading
of a tract, we will rejoice in the fact that the printed page has had
a place in the spreading of the Gospel.
M a y we as a church and also our friends feel that it pays
to be faithful in giving forth the Gospel by the printed page.
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A Visit Through the Plant
E are no doubt many who shall be privileged to hold
T HinE Rtheir
hand a copy of this Anniversary Number, who will
never have an opportunity to visit the Publishing Plant or to gain
a first-hand knowledge of what is actually required to print or
produce a single number of the paper, the Fiftieth Anniversary
of which we are now celebrating.
It is for the purpose of acquainting our readers with some of
the requirements which must be met to produce a. first class religious journal, that we now invite you for a visit, via the printed

A glimpse of our office where our subscriptions, orders and
correspondence are carried on from day to day.

page, through the Printing Plant, in following the various steps
required in editing, setting into type, printing, binding and mailing
the E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R .
In the early history of printing, not too much attention was
paid to errors which occurred and there was no uniform method
of making corrections. This condition obtained until, with the
growth of printing which has really become the "inseparable companion of achievement," it was developed to such a stage that
professional proof readers were employed—people who had a
printer's education, then spent many years in the correction! of
proof. For instance, the use of capitals in manuscripts was employed en the "hit or miss" plan until about a hundred year's ago.

At the publication of Johnson's Dictionary, a more or less uniform
rule was adopted.
Practically every publisher has rules, according to which
manuscript is supposed to be submitted, but this is a rule which
publishers have found hard to enforce and consequently, being of
a charitable make-up, a great many of them indulge the carelessness of their contributors and do the best they can with the copy
that is received.
In the preparation of a religious journel, such as the E V A N GELICAL V I S I T O R , there are many things
which must be kept in mind. First of all, some
attempt must be made on presenting the printed
page with at. least a fair degree of literary correctness; second, and what is considered by many as
of far greater importance, the truth or doctrine
which the article itself endeavors to set forth.
The editor, with his associates, is required by
Conference to see that the tenets of faith and doctrine as adopted and practiced by the Church, be
upheld in the columns of the paper; and except in
news items, which may refer to the activities of
heretics of one kind or another, it is the constant
aim of the editorial staff to maintain the standard
as outlined above. Consequently, copy submitted for publication must be read and often re-read,
and at times, returned to the author for modification or submitted to all the Editorial Staff for approval or disapproval. In addition to this, the
Editor must be constantly gleaning from various
sources material which doctrinally and inspirationally fits into our particular magazine. The
amount of such material required depends altogether on the extent
to which our own fellowship responds to the constant invitation
of submitting articles for publication in your paper.
During the years that we have occupied the editorial chair,
there has been much improvement made in the manner in which
copy for publication is submitted. Much of it now is typewritten
and is well corrected so that it requires very little correction.
That this is not the case, however, with all of our manuscripts is
indicated by the facsimile shown. In several points the
article submitted is extreme, but most of the mistakes were in the
original manuscript. Others, which have been added, embody
common m'stakes which may be found many times by the Edi-

This is our Book or Sales Room, where Bibles, mottoes, "books and general
Church and Sunday School supplies, also office supplies,
are displayed and sold.
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The editor and manager at work.

In the cut shown herewith, you will find an actual demonstration of what we have tried to explain to you. Every line, in
which an error has occurred, must be reset with a new one, and
care must be taken that in resetting, a new error is not made.
After these corrections have been made, the proof is again returned to the proof reader. Corrections are checked and every
effort is made to present the columns of type, which are kept in
galley form, to the compositor or make-up man to place in the
o
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JThe reproduction of a small part of manuscript, showing1 the editorial
corrections necessary before it can be set in type.

torial Staff in preparing the manuscripts for the typesetting machines.
Our readers will note how difficult it is for anyone to read
quickly the copy as shown herewith. The time required for an
operator would be more than double that required to set the
same amount of copy which would be furnished them correctly
typewritten. Therefore, most of the articles received, which require a lot of correcting, are given to the typist and re-typed,
eliminating as much of faulty sentence construction as is possible
and yet retaining the thought that the writer intended to express.
In printing, as in many other avocations, we are constantly
dealing with the human and mechanical element. All printing
machinery is precision-built and if it is properly assembled and
operated, will perform without error. In setting type, the matrices
are released by the operators, so here is involved the human
touch. Perhaps the wrong key will be struck or the copy, which
is supposed to be read at a glance, may be misread, or the escapement mechanism may be a trifle sensitive on one letter and
the operator's finger may have lingered for just a fraction of a
second too long, and there are two letters dropped instead of
one. That is

The type setting- machines (Intertypes). The lady in the picture, Mrs.
Ferae Burnham, has been in our employ almost constantly since 1920.
Glenn Yoder, the other operator, has been employed several times in
recent years, and is now a full time employee.

form such as you see here, fully justified and locked so that these
forms for the printing of the E V A N G E L I C A L VISITOR, which
weigh 200 pounds, can be transferred from the stone to the bed
of the press without dropping as much as a lead from the form.
(A lead is a two-point piece of metal used in spacing).
The form has now been placed on the bed of the press—a
two revolution, cylinder press. The first thing required here is
that the form shall be properly and tightly locked on the bed of
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A reproduction of the type proof, with the proof reader's markings.
(This has been reduced by photographic process to save space).
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Dear Brethren:
I feel I should write some of my experienes for the
Visitor, and I hope the Editor will print them. Before I
tell of my evperience I believe it would be well for me to
tell you of my life before hand. The first change of my
life I experienced at about the age of seven years. I cannot just give the exact age but I can take you withinfive
feet of the spot I believe.

Dear Brethren:
I feel I should write some of my experierfes for the
Visitor, and I hope the Editor will prir0them. Before I
tell of mv experience I believe it would be well for me to
tell you of my life beforehand. The first change of my_
life I experienced at about the age of seven years. I cannot just give the exact age but I can take you withinlfive
feet of the spot I believe.

~r~~

- :';;• <m ...

W H Y W E READ PROOF!

; ;.:,...-;'-•";.. .Jg

^^^^^•lim
V

^C^-;; -

,;,:,:,;--.:

sC^*^

". — • •j%;x
•:•

^*

S

J^

:?

£'

This is Alfred Stump, our Printing Room foreman and compositor. It
takes about 21 galleys of type, as you see at the left, to make up a
"Visitor." The form of eight pages (one side) is ready for the press.
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This is our largest press and is modern in every respect, except it
does not have a self-feeder attachment. The pressman is Frank Lemna,
who has heen employed by the E. V. a little over 12 years. The picture
shows the "Visitor" heing printed.

the press which runs at a high rate of of speed, and if the
form is not properly secured, it would soon work loose,
perhaps fly off of the bed or up into the machinery and
cause hundreds of dollars worth of damage, beside ruining a form which required many hours of labor to get
ready for printing.
The pressman then pulls a proof or a first impression,
which tells the story of how many uneven lines or perhaps
letters with slight defects or, when cuts are used, whether
the cuts are type-high or are too high to print properly.
The pressman, after detecting the type which is too high
and would punch the paper, cuts this out and the impression is reduced. That which is too low is built up. All of
this must be brought together on an even plane if good
printing is to be done. W h e n all is ready, he then proceeds to set his ink and make the run.
The " V I S I T O R " sheets, 25 x 38 inches, pass through
the press on an average speed of about fifteen hundred per
hour. After both sides are printed, they are forwarded to
the folding machine. Here the paper is folded into sixteen
pages with one operation. It is then stitched, as shown in
the photograph accompanying. The two wire stitches
which you find in the back of your E V A N G E L I C A L
V I S I T O R are placed therein by the stitching machine.

You will note in the next picture that the worker is
trimming the three sides of the paper. From forty to
fifty " V I S I T O R S " can be trimmed with one stroke of the
knife. This machine is known as a Power Paper Cutter.
From this point it is forwarded to the mailing tables.
The mailing list, containing the names and addresses of the
subscribers, having previously been corrected and cut into
long strips, is rolled into a hand mailer and each paper or
label is stamped until all are addressed.
The paper is mailed in single wraps and in bundles,
depending entirely on the quantity which is to be mailed to
any particular post office. Papers being mailed in the
United States are placed in mail bags with the label indicating the state to which they are to go. These labels are
supplied to us by the Post Office Department and are
placed in the attachment for that purpose to be found on
every mail bag. All papers to foreign lands must be
weighed and stamped before placing in the mail. Domestic, second class mail is weighed and direct payment
made to the post office for the cost of such mailing. W h e n
this point in the production of an E V A N G E L I C A L V I S I T O R is reached, the mail is taken to the post office where
it is properly weighed and dispatched to our readers.
Every paper which goes out is sent forth with a prayer
that it may prove to be God's messenger to some soul in
need.
W h e n the time arrives for the publication of the next

Mailing Department. Here the addresses are stamped on the mailing
wrappers, paper wrapped and sacked in the mail hags and dispatched.

In the "background is Roy Bollman feeding the folder. To the left,
F e m e Teeter, an old employee, and an extra girl, are stitching the
"Visitors" as they come from the folder. To the right, Faul McBeth
is trimming the "Visitors" preparatory to mailing'.
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issue of the " V I S I T O R , " which is always less than two
weeks away, all of the work described must be done over
again-—new copy prepared, new type set, new forms made
up, the paper printed, prepared for mailing, etc., year in
and year out.
Furthermore, the publication of the E V A N G E L I C A L
V I S I T O R is only a small part of our work. During all
these years, we have engaged in commercial printing, as
well as printing for the Church. Practically all of this
work must be estimated, prices figured, dummies or layouts
made, showing the customer about what can be expected
in the way of a printed job, or to suggest the best possible
way to print or bind or fold a given piece of work.
Printing is an art. Each piece produced means a new
creation. It is not as if one were selling cloth, or hardware, that you reach up to the shelf and pull down the
article desired, but from the very tiniest dot on the "i," up
to the largest capital letter used, all must be set properly,
made up, arranged, printed and bound according to the requirements of that particular piece of work. W i t h these
multiple responsibilities, your editorial staff and management needs the support of your constant prayers.

Early Origins of the Brethren in Christ
EARLY ORIGINS
By the Editor
The following historical sketch originally compiled by John
K. Miller and published in the Pennsylvania German, January,
1906, concerning the early beginnings of the Brethren in Christ
or better known at the time as the "River Brethren," is of more
than passing interest. And as far as we are able to learn is
authentic in practically every detail. W e are not using quite
all of the article as it then appeared but have appended our
conclusions as to the differences and the unfortunate separation
that took place in 1853. In the conference referred to at the
beginning of this article it became apparent that the differences
would not at least immediately be dissolved and later Matthias
Brinser was expelled.
And as a result the church was split into three divisions, viz:
the United Zions Children and the organization in York county
which became known as the Yorker Brethren. Those in Lancaster County effected an organization which became known as
Brethren in Christ, which organization is still referred to as the
River Brethren, not because they baptized or do baptize in the,
or a river but because the founder and his earliest followers lived
near the river.
How regrettable it seems to be as we of the younger generation look back over the histories of these several bodies and
note how much they had in common and how that after a few

years that branch of the church which could not then see the propriety of erecting church houses changed its attitude and became
an ardent supporter of the idea of erecting church buildings and
as well, recognized the call of the great commission and became
the leader of this trio in both Home and Foreign missionary
work.
This story like many others we hope will one day have a
happy conclusion. The writer does not know if anyone ever felt
the need of apologizing to the group of believers that were supporting church building and suffered because they endeavored to
live true to their convictions. Perhaps the time for an action of
that kind had not as yet arrived. W h a t perhaps may never have
been said has been keenly felt by many of those close enough to
the situation to sense what perhaps should have been done a good
many years ago.
Of course on the other hand the splendid way in which the
United Zions Children as a whole have supported the Brethren
in Christ Missions and other activities of the Church, can not but
be interpreted as gestures of "good will" and an undercurrent of
desire that the breaches of the past might be completely healed,
and that as one body we might go forward in the exemplification
in our lives the teachings of Christ and the Apostles and in the
spreading of that Gospel, the seed of which was perhaps first
sowed in the heart of Anna Engel, and as she obeyed the voice
of conscience thousands have been made happier in the living
faith formulated by her son, many of whom we are persuaded do
not know the genesis of their joy.

HISTORICAL SKETCH - J. H. Miller
T T was a sad group of sorrowing mothers that gathered about
-^ Anna Engel, in whose arms lay a helpless babe, only a few
months old, at Philadelphia, in the autumn of 1752. It was the
time when the final farewells were spoken, and each of the company of emigrants was about to set out to seek a refuge, a home,
in a new and to them unknown land. Thirty families had set out
together, most if not all of whom were natives of Switzerland.
They had sailed in the good ship Phoenix, Captain John Spurrier,
and by their side had sailed two merchant vessels, which carried
their cargo. They sailed from Rotterdam, and when three days
out at sea a violent storm arose and one vessel sank. In order
to save the merchant vessels, they were lightened; among the
goods consigned to the deep were the effects of Ulrich Engel.
Some of the passengers leaped into the sea and swam to the merHere are two views of the Engel Homestead, located near Lofata,
Lancaster County, Pa. It was here that the founder of the
Church was taught from infancy the doctrines of piety.

:.'
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chant vessels, hoping to save their goods, but the ship's
crew cut off their hands as they tried to climb aboard, and
they fell back and perished.
During the voyage every infant in the entire company
died and were buried at sea, save one, and that was the
one that lay in his mother's arms when the bereft mothers
gathered about her at the final leave-taking already mentioned. Not only was "Jockeli" the only infant that survived, but he was by far the youngest of the company.
And when the circumstances under which he was born,
and the almost miraculous preservation of both mother and
child were remembered, it was little wonder these grieving
mothers gathered around Anna Engel and her little one,
to cheer and bless them at the separation. One by one
they extended the parting hand, and as they did so, expressed the firm belief that God had in store a great life-
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baptism. A day was set apart for the service, Engel having
agreed to baptize the twelve. There was a large concourse of
people present, some to mock, some curious, some friendly and
ready to endorse the ceremony. W h e n the twelve proceeded to
the water, the friends of one of them ridiculed him, wondering
whether "he too is going with these fanatics." This proved too
much for him, and he withdrew. The other eleven were however
baptized. Among them were John Funk, of York county,
Gnauss,
.1.... Rohrer, Barbara Heisey,
Lichty and wife Barbara. The names of the rest are not
known. After the ceremony they repaired to the home of
Xm:!;:.., "^/I^^^MiltiS0!^i
Engel, and going into an upper room they held their first
love feast.
Shortly afterward they met at the home of Henry Engel,
about a mile west of Schock's Mills, at which meeting the
church was organized, and Jacob Engel was declared bishop.
From that time forward the church grew and soon became a
religious force in the neighborhood. These events took place
about 1778-80, for Jacob Engel and Witmer did not baptize
each other until seven years after Engel's conversion, which
occurred in 1771.
A branch of this church sprang up early in Canada; it
had a following in York county and in various other sections.
Some of Engel's sisters married York county men and of
course settled there, which may account for the faith taking
root there. These York county brethren afterward became a
distinct and separate church, as we shall see later on; but it
may as well be said now, that the wing known as "Yorkers"
are really the old order, for they preserve to this day the
traditions of the early church-fathers in the matter of dress,
A familiar spot on Conoy Creek, where many converts
order of service, and place of worship. For it must not be
have been baptized.
overlooked that Engel undoubtedly prescribed, to a great exa home was found, and here the father and mother and several tent, the "forms" he advocated; for instance, the wearing of a full
children died and lie buried. "Jockeli", as he was lovingly called, beard was allowed, but the mustache was to be shaved off.
was from infancy taught the doctrines of piety, as were all the Gnauss, on the other hand, insisted on wearing a full beard and
children. At the age of twelve he united with the Mennonite mustache, and we are told "he fell back from the faith."
The new church, while moving along in peace, and through
church, but we find him much concerned about the salvation of
his soul. At the age of eighteen, we are told, he was converted, zealous effort growing steadily, was destined to rupture. Engel
after which he was much exercised about the mode of baptism.
It will not be out of place, we hope, to say here that the Mennonites baptize by affusion, or pouring, and it seems "Jockeli"
was not thoroughly convinced that this mode was the right
one, hence his mental disturbance.
It might be of interest to state that "Jockeli"—or Jacob, as
we should call him, for that was his name—was apprenticed to
the weaver's trade at the age of fourteen, with a man by the
name of Witmer, at Stackstown. After Jacob's conversion,
Witmer joined him in the belief that immersion was the right
mode of baptism, and so they applied to Otterbein, who refused them, saying that, as they had previously been baptized,
he could not conscientiously perform the ceremony in the form
they desired. Next they called on the eGrman Baptists, stat'ng
IM,
<
they desired. Next they called on the German Baptists, stating
' •-Xf'a.V;: •» •
WW*
their connections, it was learned that they did not desire to
•'*•• •.-k
. vaJSStK'ofc5i*#teM«"-»
sever relations with the Mennonites, but simply desired baptism by immersion. Whereupon the Baptist preacher declined,
because if he immersed them, it would become necessary for
them to unite with that church. Engel and Witmer were now
in a quandary. The Baptist bishop relieved them, however, by
suggesting that the applicants baptize each other, as did their
founder, Mack, in Germany. This seemed feasible, and so
The homestead of Henry Engel in Lancaster County, where
they agreed to do, at their earliest convenience, and they perthe Brethren in Christ Church was first organized.
formed the ceremony between them, the stipulation being that
neither one shall ever divulge which should be the one to
baptize first. They kept their pledge, and it is not known to this died in 1832 and did not live to see the fruit of his labor broken
day which was first to perform the ceremony. It is believed that by discord. Up to about 1850, their religious services were held
the baptism took place in the Susquehanna, near Bainbridge.
in the homes of the members. Love feasts were held in barns,
Engel and Witmer upheld the doctrine of immersion and and provision was made for all who attended, both man and
made it a subject of conversation with friends and neighbors. It beast. N o little trouble and labor did these meetings and love
was not long until some became like-minded, and finally there feasts occasion, as they grew larger and larger, year by year. It
were twelve that expressed a desire to be baptized with Engel's seems some of the brethren were more popular than others, for
work for the child, or he too would have died, as did theirs, on
the voyage. How well grounded were their convictions may be
learned from the inscription on the tombstone in the accompanying illustration.
W e next find Ulrich Engel and wife, with eight children, located in a reeking marsh at a point about two miles west of Marietta, Lancaster county, Pa., now known as "Wild Cat." Here
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A picture of r/?e German Bible used by Jacob Engel.
The homestead of John Engel, neat Stackstown,

Pa.

To the Brethren in Christ in Convention
assembled:
Yesterday I spoke to one of your clergymen and told him
that I had in my possession something that I consider priceless
in which you would be very much interested.
About ten years
ago I learned through the late Dr. A. F. Snyder that one of the
early Engle Bibles was in the possession of a local antique dealer.
I investigated and found it to be authentic; purchased it and presented it to my father for as long as he should live. At his death
six years ago it was returned to me.
As the inscriptions on the fly leaves, testify, this Bible was
the property of Jacob Engle, born in 1774. He married Magdalenz Strickler Dec. 18, 1798. To this couple 10 children were
born and their births are recorded with the accompanying signs
of the zodiac.
I am vitally interested in this Bible because my paternal
grandmother ivas an Engle. Father's parents both died when he
was three or four years old, and he spent the first few years after
were n o t of that their death with his aunt, his mother's sister, Mrs. David Eyer
At about ten years of age he was
k i n d which would of Rowenna, near Marietta.
c o n d u c e to the taken to an uncle, Mr. Jacob Engle, near Mt. Joy, who was the
peace and harmony father of Rev. Eli Engle, and through him received the guidance
of a religious con- and care of a fine Christian home.
I am very proud of my Pennsylvania Dutch heritage and
ference where diftrust that this old Bible may be of some interest to your memberferences existed.
ship since I know that there are many among you, both ministers
As intimated in and laymen, who are directly connected with its lineage.
the beginning of this
May the work of your convention assist in the world-wide
article, the wounds advancement of the Christian Kingdom.
Sincerely yours,
caused by t h e s e
O. G. Longenecker, D. D. S.
early
differences
have, in a great
measure, been healed and it is not at
all uncommon to see
mingling together in
Christian fellowship
a n d worship t h e
leaders of these several bodies; and we
Sis
may be sanguine in
our hope that the
day will soon come
\_.0^\r,^fiJ-'W^m^when they
may
again as u n i t e d
bodies be able to
sing, "Blest be the
tie that binds, our
The Woodbury Church in Bedford County, Pa.,
hearts in Christian
considered the oldest Church building
love."
in the Brotherhood.

some reason, and when meeting-day came at their homes, the
gatherings were unusually large. As the accommodations were
more or less limited proportionally, the idea of holding services in
a house specially set apart occurred to some. It was the development of this idea that split the church into three parts. Matthias Brinser, of Dauphin county, was the first .to suggest the
building of a house, to be used for holding worship in only. Some
of the brethren thought it would be a good thing, but others did
not think so. After much debating, followed the rupture above
stated. At a conference held at the house of John Engel, near
Stackstown, in the year 1853, just one hundred years after the
founder's birth, a stormy debate took place regarding Matthias
Brinser's purposed building of a meeting-house, the session not
adjourning until 2 o'clock, in the morning. It had rained very
heavily all day of the conference and the weather conditions
, ;f, .'•.
; "~ .
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The gravestone of Jacob "Jockeli" Engel
in Donegal Cemetery.
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The Crossroads Church where the Conference of 1937 was held. It was at this Conference that a resolution ivas passed authorizing the Fiftieth Anniversary Commemoration Service.
To the right is a picture of the first Crossroads Church, taken just as they
were carrying out the benches preparatory to razing the old structure to make way for the new.

Early Beginnings of the Canadian Church
after the founding of the Brethren in Christ in the State
SOofO NPennsylvania,
a number of families migrated into Canada.
Among these was Bish. John Winger, who settled in Pelham
Township in 1788 and later removed to Bertie Township, near
Stevensville, where he took up two huundred acres of land on
Black Creek.
Bish. Winger is considered the founder of the Brethren in
Christ (Tunker Church) of Canada, and according to the records
available, he was the first clergyman granted the privilege of
solemnizing marriage, outside the Church of England clergy, in
Upper Canada.
B-sh. Winger and his followers carried with them the same
fundamental belief possessed by his fellow co-religionists in the
States, that war was wrong and that the teachings of Christ
emphasized non-resistance in a qualified sense. Consequently, he
and his followers, after declaring their faith to the British Government under the name of Tunkers, were granted the benefits of
exemption from war, a law which was passed in the 48th year of
the reign of George III.
The meaning of the word "Tunkers," according to the German, is to repeatedly dip, immerse or baptize in a flowing stream
or body of water. Under the leadership of Bish. Winger, new
churches sprang up and to-day there are more than a score of
them in Canada and a membership of about eight hundred.
On September 10, 1932, a monument was erected at the grave
of Bish. Winger, on the banks of Black Creek, east of Stevensville. Many officials and members of the Canadian Church were
there at the dedication of this monument.

Bertie Church near Stevensville,

The following comment, printed by the Stevensville newspaper at the time the monument was dedicated, is appended here
with.

Our Neighbors, The Tunkers
- F E A R I N G , sincere, thrifty and scrupulously honest,
GO DThat
is our impression of the Tunkers, after living next
door to them for a generation.
They keep pretty much to themselves but they are good
neighbors. Never critical, they are always kindly. Their sturdy
adherence to a simple faith wins one's admiration.
Like the Quakers, they abhor the shedding of blood and are
sworn not to enter military service. And they found in the Great
W a r that an agreement made between the British government and
their first bishop over a century ago was still good. Their good
citizenship through all the generations since 1793 was their keeping of a bargain and the Canadian government recognized their
right to abstain from military service.
At Geneva, in the parliaments of the Great Powers and in
the hearts of the peoples of all the Western World is a desire to
avoid war in the future. A universal acceptance of a prime tenet
of the Tunker faith would avert forever the recurrence of the
tragedy which fell on the world in 1914.
This district owes much to Bishop John Winger, who organized the Tunker Church of Canada in 1793 and who, as reads the
inscription on the new monument over his grave near Stevensville, "Fell asleep in Jesus, 1828."

Monument

Out,
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dedicated to Bishop John

Winger

Institutions of the Brethren in Christ
MESSIAH RESCUE AND BENEVOLENT HOME
H P H E Brethren in Christ Church has several Institutions of
-"- which it may well be proud, one of them is the Messiah
Rescue and Benevolent Home, located on its present site,
Twentieth and Paxton Streets, Harrisburg, Penna.
One day two sisters, while visiting, discussed the need and
value of a home for old people and orphan children. They became quite enthusiastic about the idea and took steps to present
it to yearly council, held at Mechanicsburg. However, the time
was too short for an adequate discussion, so a special council was
called for April 15, 1895. The proposition was considered from
many angles with favor by the majority. This council appointed
a committee to investigate a suitable location in Harrisburg, and
another one to solicit funds with which to purchase the site
chosen.
The first site chosen was near the heart of the city, but there
was not an adequate amount of funds available to warrant the
purchase. However, the need of a Home still impressed the leaders. A year lapsed and another committee, larger than the first,
was chosen to solicit subscriptions. Through their efforts, the
property on 1175 Bailey St., Harrisburg, was rented and furnished; thus, these humble beginnings were infant steps to a great institution admired not only by our own church but by many from
the outside.
The rented home was dedicated on March 1, 1896. On April
15, a Constitution and By-Laws were drafted and a charter was
obtained for the Home. Later the property was purchased for
$10,000, the buildings were neither suitable for the needs of the
Home, nor were they in a healthful condition. Recognizing this,
the building committee was authorized to tear them down and
build a substantial building, it was completed and dedicated on
November 4, 1897. At the time of this dedication there was a
mortgage and a debt which made a total of $10,000, but on M a y
1, 1901, this was cleared with a small balance by the sale of some
lots, and private donations.
This building was a frame structure. It had twenty-eight
rooms for inmates and attendants, two complete bath-rooms, two
large sitting rooms, a good sized dining room in which about fifty

The new Messiah Rescue and Benevolent

The old Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home, heated
1175 Bailey Street, Harrisburg, Pa.

at

people could eat at one time, and a large kitchen fitted with both
hot and cold water, a chapel with an annex, which seated nearly
four hundred and fifty people. The building was heated with
steam heat throughout.
The largest number of inmates ever in the Home at this location was sixty, this however, varied from time to time, according to the time of the year, as many visit relatives and friends
during the summer months. The Home provided convenient accommodations for those passing through Harrisburg, and also for
missionaries on furlough.
Services were held in the chapel for inmates of the Home
and also for the Brethren and Sisters living near-by. They also
conducted an interesting Sunday school which maintained all the
departments and a Home Department as well. Out-door meetings were held on Sunday afternoons at the Capitol grounds and
on Saturday evenings on the streets, beside these services there is
the mid-week prayer and testimony service.

Home, dedicated September
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13, 1936.

For forty years the retired people of the Brethren in Christ
Church were housed in the Home built in 1897. They were
crowded and cramped for room, but they were happy, contented,
and appreciative to the Church for their comfort. Since there
were many applicants for a home, the need for a larger building
presented itself in the last eight or ten years.
At General Conference, held in Upland, Cal.fornia, 1932 the
first vote was taken by the Conference relative to the relocation
of the Home, for which Pennsylvania Council had pet.tioned the
previous year. In 1934 the Building Committee was granted the
power to buy a site, and they deemed it advisable after careful
consideration to purchase the present site of property.
The evening of July 12, 1935, the ground was broken by Sr.
Elizabeth Heisey King, 99 years of age. There were four of the
older guests of the Home present at this time. It was an impressive and solemn ceremony that touched the hearts of the onlookers, among whom were city friends of the Home. '
Construction of the new Home began immediately. The
building was to be 170 feet in length, with 10 foot wide sun parlors at the eastern and western ends included, on each of the three
floors. There were to be two wings, 70 feet in length and
three stories high attached to the south side of the building.
The main building as well as the wings are 37 feet wide, with a
basement underneath it all. Various parts of this basement are
utilized for an extra auditorium, S. S. Class Rooms, laundry, boiler
room, and for extra dining room on special occasions. The east
wing on the main floor was equipped for the kitchen and dining
room, while the west wing was made into a chapel. The remainder of the room on first floor and all of second and third
floors was to be made into guest rooms, lavatories and baths.
Each of the 102 guest rooms was equipped with a radiator, a

THE MESSIAH
| N appreciation for the kind care of her sister by a member of
•^ the Brethren in Christ Church, Sr. Barbara Kern, one of eight
children who with their parents immigrated from Germany to the
United States, was the donator and founder of the Messiah Orphanage. This orphanage, a home for homeless and destitute
children, was first built in connection with the Messiah Rescue
and Benevolent Home in Harrisburg.
In 1910, the number of children in the home had increased
until there was a need of more play grounds beside the necessity
of teaching the children trades and industry. The matter was presented to Sr. Kern, who was very much in sympathy with the
plan. A small farm was purchased and the children moved to th's
place in 1913. Here the girls were taught to do general house
work and gardening, while the boys were taught farm work and

The first Messiah Orphanage

at Harrisburg,

Pa.

transom and a clothes press. About 20 of these guest rooms
were to accommodate two persons and sixteen are equipped with
private toilets and lavatories. The heating system, likewise is
modern and a credit to the Institution. The city of Harrisburg
made it possible for the sewage drains to be connected to the
city disposal system without cost. Likewise they were connected
with the water system.
There are ninety-five members in the home includ ng the
Steward, Matron and workers. Some of the guests of the home
work part time and some full time. All the able bodied guests assist in the work when their help is needed. There are 57 life
members, others pay monthly, some are on half-charity and others
are full charity. Five are blind, four are bed fast and a number
get about on wheel chairs. The members range in age from 60
to 101 years. It was during the early part of September that the
inmates of the home were moved from 1175 Bailey St. to 2001
Paxton St., the new Messiah Home.
On September 13, 1936, many friends and patrons of the
Messiah Rescue and Benevolent Home gathered together to dedicate the new Building. Short messages were given on the words
"Messiah," "Rescue," "Benevolent" and "Home"; beside these,
there were words of appreciation, from the guests of the Home,
the Harrisburg congregation, and the building committee. The
services, both afternoon and evening were devoted to the relationship between the Home and our Mission work and also a comparison of Nehemiah and the wall with the erection of the new
building.
The 1937 General Conference guests made it a part of their
trip to visit the new Messiah Home. Everyone thought it a beautiful, well equipped home for our retired and invalid ministers,
Home or Foreign missionaries, laymen, and a L'mited number of
non-members.

ORPHANAGE
chores. This change proved to be a blessing for the children,
and thus they were better prepard for their life work.
At present the home is located at Florin, Pa., close to the
Cross Roads Church; to which location, the orphanage was
moved in the spring of 1925; General Conference having authorized the state of Pennsylvania to sell the Grantham property
and build a new home on the L. O. Musser farm near Florin. The
new building, a two and one-half story, dark red, brick building,
with slate roof, as well as a wash room and a storage for canned
fruit, and a root cellar to one side, is on a prosperous and well
cared for farm.
At present there are 31 boys and girls under the supervision
of the home, although some are placed out in homes in Lancaster
and the adjoining counties.

The present Messiah Orphanage at Florin, Pa.
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MT. CARMEL HOME
T W r T . C A R M E L H O M E was founded March 1, 1900 by Rev,
XVJL p^ Q a n c [ ^ g wifC( Rosa A. Zook. The beginning of the
work dates to a night of prayer, when the workers of the Chicago
Mission met and with a definite aim prayed God to open to them
a country home where they could place homeless children, since
this phase of work was becoming more and more a pressing need
and problem. It was about this time that Bro. and Sr. Zook in
response to what they felt to be a divine conviction, opened their
home for Christian service. Their large thirteen-room house with
a good set of farm buildings and 40 acres of land on which the
Home is located, was given and incorporated under the laws of
the State of Illinois to be known as Mt. Carmel Home.
During the first years, a good deal of opposition was encountered and outside support was limited. Years were in the
making before an income of support was afforded, Bro. and Sr.
Zook themselves assuming the responsibility of needed funds
for the work from their own personal supplies, so that they alone
put into the work at Mt. Carmel $10,000. This often called for a
united sharing in the sacrifices for the family, but even so, there
was always expressed by each one the desire that the work might
live and grow.
During these years, timely help in finances has come from
different parts of the brotherhood. Some individual members of
the Church have faithfully stood by from the beginning. One byone these friends have passed away until few are left. The
years of depression limited offerings from churches, Sunday
schools and individuals to such an extent that the work would
have been forced to discontinue had not God opened to us another source of help. Friends and the leading supervisors of our
county, without solicitation on our part, took the matter into consideration and decided the work the Home was doing, worthy of
more decided recognition and remuneration. An allowance of
$10.00 per mo. for each child received from Whiteside county
was decided upon. Previously we had been given $30.00 per mo.
regardless of the number of children cared for. Recently the
amount has been raised to $15.00 per mo. for each child.
Dental and medical service are given free to the children by
the leading doctors in Morrison. Business men of the leading
towns near-by and individual friends contribute generously to
supplies, making it possible to economize on operating expenses.
A good supply of vegetables, fruit, milk and poultry go a
long way in providing supplies for the table. Gardening and
dairy work provide occupation for the boys. A generous supply of canned goods is always stored away for the winter. In

this the girls play a good part, as well as in the laundry, kitchen,
sewing room, learning all the various lines of house work. It is
worthy of mention that the girls who finish 8th grade work in
school usually are competent in sewing and make their own
dresses. Each child is given the advantage of eighth grade school
work, and those capable of taking advanced school work are
usually located where they can enter high school.
A leading feature of the Home has been the large number
of families of children cared for. Children have been placed
here by parents or relatives with the request that the children
shall not be separated. Children upon leaving the Home have
often expressed appreciation for this privilege. The Home is
governed by a Board of five Trustees. The present staff are:
J. W . Stump, President; A. S. Kreider, Sec'y.; A. Myrtle Zook,
Treas.; Allen Longanecker. There is a vacancy in membership
at the present time.
The staff of workers now number four: Mrs. Katie Bollinger,
Supt.; Alma Bollinger, Teacher of the School; Rob't. Switzer,
Farm Manager; Mrs. Switzer, in charge of the kitchen.
During
these thirty-seven years of service, many from our own church
have answered God's call to service at Mt. Carmel. Real consecrated service has been given and put into the work, and we
are sure God has it all written in His "book of remembrance."
The Home is located near the Franklin Corners Church. The
Home and Church are inseparable. One is a part of the other.
W e are reminded of a statement made by our sainted Bishop
Isaac Trump in the early years of the work when he said, "This
Home is the saving of the church in Northern Illinois." Bishop J.
R. Zook had the vision, and hoped for the perpetuation of God's
work here in this field where he gave to the church the old Zook
homestead of 160 acres, free of debt and a farm that is considered one of the best in this part of the country. This farm is located near the Home and church. Here lies a field of opportunity
for consecrated young people with a vision. Catholicism is alert
to the needs of the hour. She is building buildings, and more
buildings that she may gather in the unfortunate and dependent
children. W h y then, are we so indifferent and as a church asking the question, Is Orphanage work really worth while? Does
it pay?
In answer to the question, " W h a t are present needs?" A
new fire proof roof, a new and enlarged cistern and other
items along the line of improvement call for a sum of five or six
hundred dollars. A bequest from the late Anna H. Bert and
Anthony Heise estates made possible a building additon and other
improvements, since the general fund is limited to running expenses.
;
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Rural and City Missions of the Brethren in Christ
By C. N. Hostetter, Jr.
X T Sunday morning services will be conducted under the
N E auspices
of the Brethren in Christ Church in fourteen
States in U. S. A., and in two Provinces in our sister country, the
Dominion of Canada. For a body no larger in numbers than ours,
this is a rather wide representation and is due partly to colonization and partly to an evangelization program.
Our fathers heard the call from above to spread the glorious
Gospel message. They felt the urge from within and saw the
need without. Very little historic record is preserved to tell the
story of early evangelistic endeavors. Here and there interesting
bits of information have been gathered telling of long rides on
horseback, night vigils and suffering from exposure as the Gospel
was preached in houses and barns three to five generations back.
Ten years ago an eighty year old son of a pioneering Brethren in Christ preacher related this incident: His father had been
away on an extended preaching trip. On a cold winter night the
sons were awakened from their slumber in the old farm house by
hearing their father call from the outside. They hurried down
stairs and out into the driveway to find their father stiff with cold
and waiting to be helped off his horse and into the house, where
it required days for him to recover from this exposure.
W e pass from this period in our church expansion to a more
recent account of the Church activities in the home land. During
the last fifty years the church put forth her first efforts to reach
the city folks. During recent years special efforts have been
launched to reach the unchurched and underprivileged in rural
areas. Today there are a number of self-supporting congregations in city and country that had been formerly nurtured as
mission stations. Included among these are Lancaster, Pa.,
Chambersburg, Pa., Des Moines, Iowa, and Mooretown, Mich.
The first city mission was launched in Chicago in the year
1894. Other missions sprang up at later dates, Buffalo, N . Y.;
Philadelphia in 1897; San Francisco in 1911; Dayton,' Ohio, in
1912; Altoona, Pa., 1920; Welland in 1922.
Sarah H. Bert, who continues to serve as Superintendent at
the Chicago Mission, was associated with that work in its beginning. W e present the following interesting information in
connection with the opening of that work:
"The work started during the week previous to the first
Sunday. One day two little Jewish girls rapped at our door, and
after conversing with them we asked them if they would like to
gather up children for a Sunday School. They became interested
themselves and went out and told others. By Sunday at the first
service there were six children and eight adults. It might be interesting to know that these Jewish girls were only allowed to
come about one year. Of course in time we were separated and
lost trace of them.
"Then, after many years, in September, 1931, one day the
Lord directed me to go down a certain street some distance from
the Mission and there I was met by one of these Jewish girls.
Recognizing me immediately she said, 'My sister Anna has been
calling for you for days, she is at the point of death, can you
come at once?' I immediately went to the hospital where she was
and as I entered the room she said, 'I have been praying that you
would come.' Then she spoke of those days that she came to
Sunday School and her love for it. W h e n asked, 'Do you love
the Lord,' she answered, 'Yes, I love Jesus who died for me, He
is my Savior.' She said she had never forgotten those days when
they sang, 'Blessed Assurance, Jesus is Mine' and 'Jesus, Lover of
M y Soul.' Then she quoted these verses, 'Let not your heart be
troubled,' also the twenty-third Psalm. Turning to her children
as they stood at her bedside, she said, 'Here is one of those dear
people I told you about. It was there Bro. Meyers gave me a
Bible.' Together, with two of her children and one sister, a
Jewess, we knelt and as we prayed we were melted into tears as
we thought of the little Jewish girl of thirty-eight years age,

whom God had chosen to be instrumental in the laying of the
foundation of the Chicago Mission. 'Cast thy bread upon the
waters, for thou shalt find it after many days.' It was her request
that we take charge of the funeral services, thus giving us the
opportunity of holding up Christ to perhaps more than one hundred Jews.
"Coming back to the beginning of the work. The Sunday
School increased quite rapidly. A sewing school was also organized, which had an average attendance of seventy. At the
end of the first year there were five baptized. After two and one
half years at this place we moved into larger headquarters, 6001
Peoria St., where we were four and a half years. Across the
street on the opposite corner stood a two story building, a saloon
which caused us much disturbance. Through secret prayer by the
workers the saloon moved out. The Lord had given us clear evidence, this place shall be for Him. Second, third, and fourth
party came in and all moved out. After the fourth party moved
out the Brewing Company offered the place to us at thirty dollars
a month, though they could get forty-five or fifty dollars. On
M a y 12, 1901, our dedication of the new Mission at 5956 Peoria
St., was held. It was here that God met us in a marvelous way.
It was here that strangers came in on a Saturday afternoon for
prayer and continued in prayer all night. The Spirit fell upon the
Sunday morning service. This service continued for fourteen
hours without a break and many souls were saved, out of which
came two ministers, and others out in the Lord's work at this
time. Several gave testimony to being saved as they passed the
building. At the end of seven years the Lord again bid us move
our tent to 6039 Halsted St., where we are at the present time."
The Philadelphia Mission has continued at the present site
since the beginning of the work in 1897. Very recently the Philadelphia District has purchased a property near-by whereon they
hope to erect a church building as soon as funds are available.
At the Dayton Mission the Sunday School enrollment is now
more than two hundred and a building project to provide more
room is now being begun. San Francisco has continued an intensive evangelistic program for many years, preaching on the
street and in the mission hall every night in the week except
Monday.
These missions, with those more recently opened, have been
carrying the Gospel message to the city masses. The results cannot only be measured as you visit the mission chapels and see the
groups who are gathered there at the present, but in some of these
cities you will find public school teachers, office workers, policemen, lawyers and professional men who in their boyhood were
touched by the ministry of these life saving mission stations.
Many rural sections offer unusual opportunity for Gospel
work and during the past two decades much attention has been
given by the Home Mission Board to such fields. Eight church
buildings have been erected or purchased in the past five years
and one is in the process of construction now. These churches
are located in Pennsylvania, Kentucky, Michigan, and Ontario.
During the first half of the present decade three church buildings
were acquired or erected.
W e present interesting data in relation to one of these rural
points in Central Pennsylvania:
"It is interesting to know how we came to Saxton. A man
asked us to come to their grove to hold a meeting. W e responded and the meeting lasted between five and six weeks in the grove,
attended by large crowds and many seekers. W e went from there
to the Grangers hall on the edge of the town of Saxton and continued our meeting about the same length of time. Here too there
were large crowds and many people drove away because they
could not enter the building. Many were saved, many professed
a sanctified experience, many were healed. It was the best meet(Continued on page 63)
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Beginning of Our Foreign Mission Work
By C. N. Hostetter, Sr.
New York, for South Africa, in November of
H P H E Foreign Mission W o r k of the Brethren in
1897, arriving in Table Bay, December 26.
-"- Christ Church took on a visible form in the
year of 1894; missionary activities in various form
After disembarking and finding a place for
have existed from the earliest operations of the
temporary location, much time was spent in praybrotherhood, but a definite step toward oversea
er for proper direction to the field of work. While
work became active in the year of the above date.
sailing over the South Seas, toward an unknown
port to them, they gathered all the information
After two years of watchful and prayerful
possible from their associates on board the ship,
waiting, without a definite decision as to the field
some who were familiar with some parts of Africa,
of operation, there appeared the following appeal
and gave t h e m valuable information; a n d
in the Evangelical Visitor:
as the party left the ocean steamer, their inclina" W e would call attention to the fact that
tions were strong toward Matabeleland, in South
the Committee appointed at last Conference is
Rhodesia, as their field of labor.
ready to act on the foreign mission work, but up
While waiting at Capetown, Bishop Engle
to this time they have received no applications.
interviewed
Mr. Cecil Rhodes, who especially
W h y is it? Does the Lord not speak to some
Chairman F. M. Board
favored him, by giving him a letter in which he
heart? Or is it because the Church is not praying
recommended the British Charter Company of Rhodesia, to grant
the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into His harvest?
"The field is white. The harvest is ready. W h o will go him a tract of land containing 3,000 acres in the Matopo Hills
forth in the name of the Master, filled with the Holy Ghost, ready for a Mission Station, adding thereto, "Missionaries are better
to lay his or her life down for the cause of Christ's salvation to than policemen, and cheaper." Sr. Hershey felt led to give her
the heathen? It means something to be a foreign missionary. It labors in the vicinity of Johannesburg, and on April 28, 1898,
means a full sacrifice of home, friends and self
a perfect cut- the rest of the group left Capetown bound for Bulawayo, arting loose. But praise the Lord! when it is done for Christ's sake riving there May 2, where they had another season of waiting
and the Gospel's, we shall receive a hundred-fold in this life and and preparation, finally leaving there July 4. The following account written by one of the party, describes the journey.
eternal life :'n the world to come.
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"The Lord has provided money—somebody was willing to
give it, but who will give himself? I believe the Lord has spoken
to your heart. Just say, 'Lord, speak, thy servant heareth.' And
if the Lord tells you to go, don't do as Jonah—try to get away
from the Lord—for as Jonah did not fare well, neither will you.
But if you obey God, He will go with you into the ship.
" W e are ready and waiting to receive applications, but somebody must be willing to obey God or the work will be delayed
while souls are perishing. If the Lord lays it upon your heart to
give because you can not go yourself, please send your donations
to Elder Jesse Engle, Donegal, Kansas, as he is the committee's
secretary and will keep a correct account of all money received
and hand it over to the treasurer.
"The Committee has not decided yet where the field shall
be, but will decide when such workers present themselves as are
believed to be called of God. South Africa has been spoken of;
also South or Central America. N o doubt God will direct when
the time comes that somebody is willing to go. W h o shall it be?"
S A M U E L Z O O K — S . AFRICA
This appeal finally resulted in an answer from four volunteers in the persons of Bishop Jesse Engle and wife, H. Frances
Davidson, and Alice Heise. Sister Barbara Hershey, later, and
before the time of sailing, joined the party; and all sailed from
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" W e left Bulawayo on the evening of July 4 and traveled
three nights and two days before the mission valley was reached.
The nights were cool and a bright moon lighted up the way, so
that traveling went better at night than during the heat of the
day. The wagon was about e'ghteen feet long, very strong and
heavy, and was drawn by eighteen donkeys. These were led by
one native boy, while another with a long whip was doing the
driving. The load of about three tons was very heavy—too
heavy, in fact, for part of the way. Donkeys can travel only
two miles an hour on good roads and on poor roads it sometimes
requires two hours to go one mile. Occasionally we stopped from
two to four hours to let the donkeys rest and graze.
"During such times we would build fire on the veldt, and
cook and eat our food; or, if it were night, we would wrap our
blankets about us, take our pillows, and He down in the shelter of
some friendly bush and sleep. Mother Engle usually preferred
the shelter of the tent on the back of the wagon, although the
place was too much crowded for her to rest comfortably. Since
the load was so heavy we spent a great deal of the time walking. W e would walk ahead of the wagon for a distance, then sit
down and rest until the wagon reached us. Only two or three
settlers' houses were visible, and no native kraals, and we were
informed that as soon as the white man makes a road, the natives
move away from it.
"After twenty miles of travel we came to Fort Usher. At
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this place there reside an English magistrate and a number of
white police. Here we were kindly received and given a native
guide for the rest of the journey. W e now left the government
road and plunged into the hills. The wagon went along another
five miles with very little difficulty. Then it mired on going
through a swampy place, one side sinking nearly to the hubs
of the wheels, and further progress was impossible. All put
forth every effort to extricate it but to no avail. W h a t was to be
done?
"While we were in this dilemma, the Chief of the natives in
this part of the country, Hluganisa by name, with some natives
came to meet us and bid us welcome. They gave us a very
friendly reception, and then joined in to assist in extricating the
wagon, but without success. Mr. Anderson, who could speak
the native language, explained to the chief who we were and our
object in coming, and he promised to meet us at the mission site
the next day, as it was now evening.
"Mr. Anderson then took our party forward a little distance
to a dry spot, where we rested during the night. He and his
native boys returned to the wagon, and, removing the greater
part of the load, carried it beyond the marshy place. The
donkeys were then able to pull out the wagon. It is needless to
add that Mr. Anderson and his boys were extremely tired after
this laborious task and were glad to snatch a little rest. Even
under such circumstances they did not indulge long in the much
needed rest, but at an early hour were again ready for the journey.
Those of us who had enjoyed a good night's rest were also
aroused, and we started on our last trek into the hills. W e
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'Now, do what you can for them and help them.' And again the
same response was repeated.
"One may imagine how that impressed us. Here we are,
far from other white people, among a class of natives who have
never been subdued by the English soldiers. They are kept in
subjection only by forts of police stationed among the hills, the
nearest being ten miles distant. Yet these people recognized us
at once as their friends and received us with kindness far above
what we dared expect. Our hearts overflow with thankfulness
to Him who rules the hearts of men."
T o this spot we believe God directed the founders of our
African mission work, a very beautiful and healthful location,
improved by much toil and labor. From this and adjoining stations young men and women, who are saved by the grace of God,
are trained and taught in both spiritual and secular subjects, qualifying them for the purpose of extending the borders of God's kingdom upon earth.
The following extract is taken from the 1936 Matopian,
written by a third year native boy:
"Matopo Mission is the 'mother' of the Brethren in Christ
missions in Southern and Northern Rhodesia.
"Whenever a new missionary comes from America to
Africa—a missionary belonging to this society—the first mission
station he sees before he goes to his appointed station is Matopo.
" W e are constantly glad to receive the new missionaries
from America. I remember when certain new missionaries came
this year, they first came here; now they are at Macha Mission
working for God.

A Group of boys training to be teachers

reached the valley, which is to be our home on the morning of

July 7.
"This valley is surrounded by immense granite hills and
boulders, some of which cover hundreds of acres, so that at first
sight the rocks seem to constitute the chief part of the country,
but a closer inspection showed us to what a beautiful place God
had led us for His work. There, spread out before our eyes, was
a beautiful rolling valley of rich, dark earth, well supplied with
an abundance of fresh water. It was stated that the 'sunny
fountains' are rare in this part of Africa, and that is true. Here,
however, in this beautiful valley, in the heart of Matopo Hills,
are sparkling fountains of beautiful water, crystal clear, oozing
from under the surface of the rocks, and flowing down the valley.
Some contain delicate mosses and pretty water lilies, and surpass
the Michigan lakes in transparency
"In the meantime the Chief had sent word to the head men
of the various kraals to meet us. So, in the morning, obedient
to the call of their superior, they came and sat in a semi-circle
while their chief addressed them (Mr. Anderson interpreting for
our benefit):
" 'These are not like other white people.' The deep-toned
voices of the headmen responded in unison, 'Yes, my lord.' He
continued, 'They have come to teach you and your children
and to do you good.' Again came the response, 'Yes, my lord.'

After

Church

at Mtshabezi

Mission

"Also when a missionary wants to leave Africa for America
he must have a peep at Matopo once more to bid farewell to the
Matopo people. That is why Matopo Mission is called the
'Mother' Mission.
Harrison Mwinga, 3rd Year."
The African missionary work has been under the inspection
of the government officials, almost from its very beginning, as the
following reports shew.
M A T O P O MISSION SCHOOL
Salisbury, Rhodesia
Sept. 3, 1909
Native Schools, Matopo
Missions
Sirs,
I have the honor to forward a copy of the inspector's report
on your Mission School. For the current year the boarding department will be classed as a first class school and the day school
as a second ctass school under orders [D] of the Educational
Ordinance.
I have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
George Duthie
Director of Education.
The Rev. H. P. Steigerwald,
Matopo Mission
Bulawayo
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Brethren in Christ Foreign Missions — Africa
Department

of Ed. Salisbury
27th August, 1909

The Director of Education, Salisbury
Report on the Matopo Mission School conducted by the
"Brethren in Christ."
Sir,
I have the honor to report of my inspection on the 18th
instant of the Matopo Mission School.
(Brethren in Christ).
The register showed an enrollment of 80 pupils, the number of
boys and girls being equal.
SCHOOL
WORK:
There are three school sessions daily;
one from 7:30 to 9:00 a. m., the second from 11:30 to 2:30 p. m.
with a fifteen minute interval, and a third from 7:00 to 9:00 p. m.
Pupils living with their parents at neighboring kraals are allowed to attend during the first or second sessions. At the evening session attendance is confined to pupils boarding at the Mission, of whom there are sixteen, and herdboys whose duties with
the cattle occupy them during the day time.
The teaching staff consists of Miss Mary Heisey—a young
American lady—and one native male teacher.
School is conducted in the church, a large brick building, well
lighted and ventilated, and furnished with an adequate supply
of long tables and benches.
The medium of instruction is Centabele except in the teaching of Arithmetic where English numerations and terms are employed as far as possible.
The main attention of the teachers
seems to be devoted to enabling the pupil to read the Bible in
his own tongue, and, as the language is purely phoenetic, much
of the gradation required in the teaching of reading in English is
unnecessary.
Having mastered the letters the pupil plods laboriously through the New Testament conveniently avoiding the
difficulty of the longer words at first by skipping them.
The classification is based altogether on the amount of reading matter the pupil has covered; thus a boy who has read St.
Luke is a couple of stages ahead of the lad reading St. Matthew.
This method is admittedly primitive; headway is made, however, and some of the older pupils acquitted, themselves with
credit and appear to have at least mastered the mechanics of the
subject. Much of the subject matter covered must be beyond
the mental capacity of the reader, and however permissible such
a scheme may be as' a temporary expedient, the need of the substitution, at the earliest possible moment, of a series of readers,
graded to meet the mental requirements of the pupils, should be
carefully kept in view. Copious illustration should form a feature of such readers and the incidents presented be drawn from
such sources as would naturally appeal to the native mind.

Matopo

As already stated, arithmetic is taught partially through the
medium of English, Simple questions involving some acquaintance with the first four rules were fairly well attempted by the
older pupils. The methods of instruction should be made more
realistic and concrete illustrations us\ed as far as possible.
In
teaching analysis of numbers, for example; mealie seeds or beans
would serve admirably and are easily procurable.
No attempt
should be made to learn the multiplication table by rate until it
has first been carefuUy built up and understood.
Foot rulers, a
box of, imitation coins, and a few of the commoner measures of
capacity—pint and quart—should be provided.
With this simple
apparatus the actual operation of shopping, involving the use of
money, weights and measures, can easily be perform\ed by the
scholar, and such practical application will be found to have a
far-reaching effect in giving a proper conception of number.
English is being taught as a formal subject of instruction to
three pupils only. This appears to me to be regrettable. The native as a rule is eager to learn English, and its value, even in the
light of a purely commercial asset to him is great. The average
school life of the native would not admit of proficiency in reading
and oral and written composition in the two languages, and the
mother tongue of the pupil ought naturally to get the preference:
there is no reason^ however, why a lesson in oral composition in
the second language should not be given daiiy without interfering
with reasonable progress in other subjects. At the end of a year
or two the pupil should be able to acquire a working knowledge
of spoken English sufficient to enable him to carry on a simple
conversation and to understand simple instructions dealing with
household, farm or mine work. A suitable scheme of instruction
might easily he devised embracing (a) conversation with pupils
about familiar subjects, (b) simple recitations and songs to give
vocabulary, whilst a capable teacher would have no difficulty in
elaborating or modifying the scheme to me\et the particular requirements.
INDUSTRIAL
TRAINING:
When not in school the boys
are employed in (1) the usual operations of the farm, milking,
tending the cattle, ploughing (2) brickmaking, building, thatching,
(3) gardening: whilst the girls are taught (I) household and
kitchen work (2) Serving (3) dairy work.
It has not y\et been found possible to arrange for each scholar
to go through the full course in industrial training—for example,
the lads usually employed in the garden do not engage regularly
in the other work on the farm.
BUILDINGS:
The old pole and dagga huts in which the
boarders have hitherto lived are being replaced by comfortable
brick buildings of European pattern.
The girls have already
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moved into their new quarters, and the house for the boys is nearly completed. Mindful of the customary repugnance of the native
to ventilation and fresh air, Mr. Steigerwald has designed an ingenious arrangement of ventilators which remain
permanently
open, and every care is taken to encourage habits of order and
cleanliness. The boarders get plenty of wholesome food and are
comfortably clad. I was favorably impressed with the obedience,
alacrity and cheerfulness with which the students carry on their
duties. In general the Mission appears to be conducted on wellordered and intelligent lines and is doing good work in the face of
considerable difficulties.
I have the honor to be your servant.
]. B. Brady
Inspector of Schools.
MTSHABEZI

SCHOOL

REPORT
Education
Department
Salisbury, Rhodesia
Sept. 8th, 1909

Sir,
I have the honor to forward copy of the inspector's report
on your mission school, Mtshabezi. The boarding departments for
boys and girls will be classed as first class schools under ordinance
for the current .year.
/ have the honor to be, Sir, your obedient servant,
George Duthie
Director of Education.
The Rev. H. J. Freu
Mtshabezi
Mission,—Gwanda
The Director of Education
Salisbury, Gwanda
Aug. 24, 1909
Report on the Brethren in Christ Mission School,
Mtshabezi,
Gwanda—
Sir:—
/ have the honor to report that I visited the Mtshabezi Station of the "Brethren in Christ" Mission on 20th to 22nd August
and inspected the school at this station.
The mission is situated about 20 miles west of Gwanda, and
is in charge of the Rev. H. J. Fney who is assisted by Mrs. Frey
and Miss E. Engle. The school is carried on by Mrs. Frey with
the help of a native teacher.
Thirty-eight names are on the roll and thirty-four
pupils
were present at the inspection.
The building is of brick lighted
with glassed windows, and the roof very well thatched.
The medium of instruction is the local Centabele, the books
used being in the kindred Zulu language. Fully half the pupils
are able to read from the Zulu Bible, some with fluency. A little
English is taught in the highest class also, and is taught on good

lines with explanation of the subject matter of the lesson and
translation.
Spelling is also taken as a class subject in the upper half of
the school, and writing is also taught in these classes; although the
standard reached in this subject is much less uniform than that of
the reading.
Arithmetic is well taught being mainly mental in the first
stages, the ball frame being used to make the work concrete.
In
the highest class simple problems from a Zulu book were being
done with fair success.
Singing is also taught, partly by ear and partly by the Sol-Fa
method. The latter is already intelligently appreciated and might
well be developed further: for this purpose the school might be
divided into two sections according to the proficiency of the individual pupil.
The Mtshabezi school has boarding departments for both
boys and girls. The former is carried on mainly for the sake of
the supply of labor for the farming. About 25 acres are being
cultivated for crops being maize, and sweet pototoes.
The stock
includes cattle, donkeys, sheep, and goatS; and the boys thus become acquainted with da'.ry and transport work besides plowing.
Some building has been done and I found a kiln of over 40,000
bricks, burnt shortly before my visit. A useful general training
is thus given. This part of the school might, therefore, be considered as a first class school for boys. The number of boys who
are boarders varies from 10 to 12 up to the present.
More recently it has been decided to undertake a boarding
department for girls, which it is intended to make a special feature
of this mission. The scheme is in its infancy. There are only six
girls in the boarding school at present, but this number will probably grow gradually larger. The girls ave well housed in mosquito
proof huts, and their rooms are kept very clean and tidy.
The
personal appearance of the girls as to cleanliness and neatness of
attine was also very satisfactory.
Sewing is systematically taught
and the requirements of the ordinance in regard to domestic
work, washing and ironing and cooking, are also taught and
carried out as far as the resources and needs of the mission permit. This branch is, I consider, worthy to be regarded as a first
class school for girls; and any application for a special grant,
under Section 6, Order D toward equipment for domestic instruction should be sympathetically considered.
The remainder
of the school would naturally fall into the category of second
class schools, although it is hardly likely at present that the numbers on the roll would allow of any grant being earned.
The
general conduct of the work of this mission struck me very favorably; and the school is in the hands' of a skilled and experienced
teacher, and may be expected to produce good results especially
when further progress allows more attention to be given to the
teaching of English.
Signed L. H. Foggin
Inspector of Schools.
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Brethren in Christ Foreign Missions — India
H P H E Church had mission interests in India prior to 1904, but
*• the first authorization in relation to sending confirmed workers occurred at General Conference which convened at Stayner,
Ontario in the above-mentioned year. It consisted of a group
of five whose names are as follows: Amos L. Musser and wife,
Henry Angeney and wife and Maggie Landis. Preparation for
their out going continued through the summer following General
Conference, and the party sailed for India, arriving at Bombay
Jan. 6, 1905.
By April the group had located at Lucknow, where the work
continued for some time, but through lack of a permanent location, the work was rather transient in form.

In the General Conference of 1913, convening at Thomas,
Oklahoma another group of missionaries for India was confirmed
in the persons of Bro. and Sr. H. L. Smith and Sr. Effie Rohrer,
who sailed from San Francisco, October 1, of the same year and
landed at Calcutta Nov. 20.
Temporary headquarters were at Adra, from which point
investigations and search for a permanent location was made.
This was carried on through the help of other mission bodies
who were very friendly and helpful in their suggestions. Arrangements were made with Bro. M . C. Lapp of the American
Mennonite Mission, to accompany Bro. Smith to the borders of
Nepaul in search of a field where there would be no overlapping
with other mission bodies. The result was the discovery of a
section, just the kind they were looking for.
The Brethren in Christ Mission Board and our missionaries
then in India have always expressed a very deep sense of appreciation for the valuable aid which Bro. Lapp rendered in assisting us to this location, and, although a field had been located
which was large, there still remained difficulties to be solved in
definitely locating a mission station, and only when we come to
the report of the year 1917 do we have mentioned jointly two
permanent mission stations, Saharsa and Madhipura.
The following in part describes the India mission stations as
seen by the visiting delegation in 1922:
Saharsa Mission is located near the village of Saharsa, has
a compound of about two acres, upon which is located a commodious bungalow containing four bedrooms and baths, a dining
room, a lovely sitting room, and two store rooms.

Sahatsa

Church

Building

There is a necessity for homes well protected from the great
heat of India. This is provided in heavy walls and high roof
construction, and while there are a number of different types of
this roof construction, there seems to be nothing equal as a nonconductor of heat, to the tile roof. In many instances it is made
double, therefore necessitating very rigid construction to prevent
sagging. T h e skeleton roof construction of the Saharsa bungalow
is not sufficient for the weight thereof and must soon be replaced.
T o build substantially and meet the demanded requirements
for comfort makes building somewhat expensive. Lack of funds
at the time being is chiefly to blame for the roof defect.
A small two-room bungalow with veranda serves as school
house and dispensary. Native quarters, cook house, shed for
horse and vehicle, and poultry house comprise the other buildings. A nicely kept garden does much to supply fresh vegetables during certain parts of the year, but when the great heat
comes they soon wither in spite of the effort to supply water.

Madhipuva

Mission

Station

A small plat is also planted in bananas and fruit trees which,
as they come to bearing, will add much to the benefit of healthful food for the missionaries. The compound should be extended
by the addition of two or three acres and then surrounded by
some inclosure, as cattle, horses, and goats roam about very
leisurely day and night grazing. They are very destuctive to fruit
and vegetables.
The location is good as there are many villages nearby, and
while people do not seem very receptive to the Gospel, and even
opposition manifests itself, much good has no doubt already been
done. While the people adhere strictly to caste, they will freely
admit that their religion brings no peace or satisfaction. Many of
these poor India women are in seclusion all their lives, and only
lady missionaries have access to them. Here visits are much appreciated.

Missionaries'

Bungalow—Supaul

Village Sunday Schools are a means of interest to the children. There are also day schools. While at certain times visible results would point to progress, a turn of events quickly undoes it all. At present too non-co-operative movements seems
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to have effected the work negatively, yet His promise is: "As
the rain cometh down and the snow from heaven, and returneth
not thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and
bud, that it may give seed to the sower and bread to the eater:
so shall my W o r d be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which I
please, and it shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it."
There can hardly be a place on earth where the Gospel of
Jesus Christ is more needed than in India, and in that alone lies
the help of recovery of a down trodden superstitious people,
bound with chains and fetters of darkness and delusion beyond
the conception of any intelligent human being who has never
come in actual contact with the same. Here can be seen the
wrecks of vengeance by the powers of darkness; here are the results of blighted man and womanhood, the results of sinful indulgence without description. Here you come face to face with
devotions of men, women, and children, rendered to idols of
wood and stone—devotions that are heart-rending. If such were
offered to the Christ of the living Church what would not happen?

step. W e believe there are many in India who secretly worship
and adore the Christ, but for fear of being ostracised from friends
and society, have not strength of character and moral courage to
take the step. W e believe God is making choice of a people in
India to complete the bride for His Son, and though our own
dear missionaries, with those-of many other groups, are making
denials and sacrifices which will only be made by those who know
of a definite call of the Lord to this great field of need. Could
our dear brethren and sisters realize what it means to administer
to these down-trodden, filthy, disease-stricken, poverty-ridden
and unsanitary crowds, and do it with love, a volume of prayer
would arise that would rend the vaulted skies, and become a
channel of blessing both at home and abroad.

After several days' stay at Saharsa we went to Madhipura,
another of our mission stations. W e were very favorably impressed with the place and the work done here. A nice tract of
about eight acres or more, with a bungalow still serves as fair
living quarters for the missionaries, but must soon be replaced.
Here is the home of our girls' orphanage, and, while comfortable
quarters are provided for them and the native workers, in addition to several out buildings, and a small building for school
and church services, yet there must be great improvements made
if this is to remain the permanent place for the girls' orphanage.
The girls are taught in sewing, cooking, knitting, and they
help to reap the grain and crops. A large number of fruit trees
have been planted, some of which are already beginning to bear
fruit.

Saharsa Mission

Station

One objection, however, prevails here. The location is not
secure against flood ravages, being located in a section where
much damage is often done by the overflowing of rivers during
the flood season, and while we believe the residential part is
safe, yet a changing of the river beds may cause a complete surrounding of water and by this stimulate still greater malarial infections. It would be with much reluctance that we would see
this field abandoned, but know that our Heavenly Father is able
to rule as He sees best.
Supaul Mission lies on the outskirts of the town of Supaul
and contains a plot of ground, a little less than two acres. Up
on it is a new brick bungalow, built quite substantially. However, it should yet be supplied with a ceiling as this adds very
much to the comfort thereof by counteracting heat pressure from
the roof.

New

Church at Supaul

Temporarily this is the home of the boys' orphanage, and
surely some noble work is being done. As a whole it is not suitable for that purpose, neither was intended for it, but is now only
used for an emergency. N o doubt it is an excellent place for
evangelistic or zenana work for lady missionaries, but would need
additional land to make it a suitable place for institutional work.
Dumuria was orig'nally purchased for the location of a boys'
orphanage, but this place has unfortunately also been broken into
by rampant waters of these ever changing river courses and therefore cannot at present be considered a favorable location for such
work.
T w o other plots of unimproved ground are cultivated on the
shares for the benefit of the mission, and either may sometime
form a nucleus for a Christian community.
The spiritual work is largely in its formation period, and
while there is a native church membership of 25 or 30, this
dees not begin to number those who are directly influenced. '
Since to break caste at once bars these people from all former
fellowship and association, it means much for them to take the
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Boys' Dormitory

at Supaul

Messiah Bible College
HISTORY
n p H E statement that "Necessity is the mother of invention" has
•*• often been demonstrated. In- like manner, new ideas and
new institutions are the resultant of conditions and necessities
that confront us. The innate desire to learn and know is Godgiven and is one of the avenues of satisfaction and happiness.
The membership of the Brethren in Christ Church has been
largely of the common class, with a desire"of the majority of the
membership to acquire the rudiments of knowledge and to attain
at least a common school education. Fifty years ago there were
comparatively few who availed themselves of higher educational
privileges in academies or colleges. The aversion to higher education was due partly to the professed atheistic views and tendencies on the part of some who attended the higher institutions
of learning. Some of the leaders in the past generation were educated, however, in the truest sense, whether they attended college
or not, as, for instance, Levi Lukenbach, W . O. Baker and Henry
Davidson.
The bequest of Charles Good, of Des Moines, Iowa, toward
the end of having a missionary training home developed, was
brought before the General Conference at Mastersonville, Pa., in
1899. For the next eleven years some phase or angle of the
school movement was before the Conference for consideration.
The Conference at Air Hill, Pa., in 1910, authorized the establishment of a school in Pennsylvania providing $10,000.00 could
be raised for a building fund and $10,000.00 for maintenance. The
amount could include pledges to be paid in a series of years. If,
after sixty days following the General Conference, the amount
would not be forthcoming, any other section of the Brotherhood
would have the privilege of opening a school under the specified
conditions. The last $2,000.00 necessary for the launching of the
school was pledged on the sixtieth day.
The two leading persons in the school project were S. R.
Smith and J. R. Zook. Brother Zook came to Grantham on
September 1, 1910 to help devise a definite program for the school
faculty and the opening of the school. The school was opened
at 46 North 12th Street, Harrisburg, on September 26, 1910. On
account of inadequate room and environmental conditions, the
school was moved to Grantham in the fall of 1911.
S. R. Smith served as President from the opening of the
school until his death in September, 1916. From 1916 to 1922,
C. N . Hostetter, Sr., was the President. For the first twelve years

Enos H. Hess was Vice President and served as President from
1922 to 1934. Since 1934 C. N . Hostetter, Jr., has been President.
The original name of the institution was Messiah Bible School
and Missionary Training Home. By action of General Conference of 1923 at Markham, Ontario, the name was changed to
Messiah Bible College.
A movement to establish an endowment fund was instituted
at a specially called council on October 12, 1916, at which time
approximatey $5,000.00 was raised to this end. The matter was
further considered at the Conference at Detroit, Kansas, in 1917,
at which time nearly $2,500.00 more was added to the fund. The
Fund has been gradually increasing since that time. The money
for the buildings was obtained from time to time by solicitations
also, special efforts were launched to cover the needs as they
arose.
The possibility of continuing the institution has in a goodly
degree been due to the sacrificial services rendered by the members of the faculty during the various years of the life of the institution. Considering the small membership of approximately five
thousand in the church, when it is generally considered that there
should be a church membership clientele of approximately fifty
thousand to support a college adequately, the church membership is worthy of high commendation for the support thus far accorded the institution.
FACULTY
Among the persons who have served in the past as members
of our faculty are found the names of S. R. Smith, P. J, Wiebe,
George Detwiler, H. L. Smith, Edna Booser,' John A. Climenhaga,
Barbara W . Musser (Mrs. John H. Martin), Mrs. John A. Climenhaga, C. Benton Eavey, J. Lester Myers, Jesse C. Cassel,
Anna R. Engle, Anna B. Lane (Mrs. C. N . Hostetter, Jr.,), Alma
B. Cassel, Ralph H. Musser, Grace Book (Mrs. H. H. Brubaker),
Clara E. Stoner, Albert H. Engle, Ernest M. Frey, H. Frances
Davidson, Charles F. Eshelman, Paul E. Engle and Elmer L.
Steckley. Three of the foregoing have finished their earthly ministry and have gone to their reward, while the others are now
engaged in other fields of service. The present faculty members
are C. N . Hostetter, Jr., A. W . Climenhaga, Enos H. Hess,
Norman A. Wingert, Jesse F. Lady, Albert H. Brechbill, Mary E,
Hoffman, Anna E. Climenhaga, Benjamin E. Thuma, Clara E.
Hoffman, Earl Miller, Clarence Z . Musser, Pearl Swalm, Frances A. Smith and J. E. Brechbill.
CAMPUS AND BUILDINGS
The college grounds embrace more
than twenty-five acres. About one-half of
this area is in use as a campus at this time.A
The roads providing access to the campus
are not at the present time satisfactory, but
the campus itself is an attractive beauty
spot, dearly loved and highly appreciated,
especially by our former students. The
college plant consists of six buildings:

Administration

1. The Administration B u i l d i n g ,
(shown on the cut) used for offices, class
rooms, and dormitory.
2. Hillview, used as teacher apartment and student dormitory.
3. Annex, also used as teacher apartment and student dormitory.
4. Science Building (shown on the
cut in the distance).
5. President's Home.
6. Auditorium.
At the present the dormitory space is
not adequate to provide accommodations
for all boarding students.

Building
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GRADUATES AND FORMER STUDENTS
More than twelve hundred students have attended the College and the number of graduates exceeds four hundred and,
fifty. Eighty-one former students have been called to the ministry, fifty-one have gone to the foreign mission field and fortytwo have entered home mission service. Nearly one hundred
have entered the field of teaching, thirty the profession of nursing
and five are practicing medicine. Other former students are now
engaged in business, farming, homemaking and in varied vocations
in life.
EDUCATIONAL STANDING
Messiah Bible College maintains an Academy, accredited, not
only by the State of Pennsylvania, but also by the Middle Atlantic
States Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools.
The Religious Training department is also accredited. The
College holds membership in the Evangelical Teacher Training
Association.
Our Junior College work is listed by the Collegiate Registrars
Association as being fully accredited. Messiah Bible College is
not a four year Liberal Arts College. Until the College can give
four years of work recognized by State Departments of Education and Graduate Schools, she will not grant degrees.
The program is on a sound educational basis, planned to prepare young people for their life's work. The minority who will
find it desirable to go on to Senior College and Graduate Schools
can here lay a foundation which will prepare them for their future
training. This advanced training and credit for work already
taken are arranged through affiliation with and recognition of our
work by other accredited Colleges, Universities, and Schools of
Religion.

intellectual and spiritual training of her students. The building in
which we are now assembled shall be used in carrying out this
four-fold responsibility.
"Here we shall endeavor to develop the physical—remembering that our bodies are the temples of God; here we shall
provide social culture designed to produce personalities who can
'bear one-another's burdens'; here we shall supply training for
the intellect, aiming to develop accurate and reverent thinking;
here we shall earnestly strive to attune life in full harmony with
God, thus linking life with the Infinite.
"It is right and appropriate that this building, erected for
such purposes, should be especially set apart and dedicated to
Almighty God. For such dedication we are now assembled, with
gratitude to our Heavenly Father, recognizing His manifest blessing upon His servants in their enterprise of erecting this building.
"Therefore we do this day dedicate this Auditorium to be
used for the glory of Almighty God, in the name of the Father,
and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. Amen."
STUDENT APPRECIATION
In a fruitful, verdant valley
Near a peaceful, winding stream;
'Stands a shrine recalling mem'ries
Things of which I fondly dream.
Time has worn the noble bulwark
Age has etched its stalwart walls;
Years have wrought their work of being
Marching through its foot-worn halls
She has yielded to advancement
Alterations have been made;
Yet within its sacred confines
Lives a soul by naught betrayed.

AIMS A N D O B J E C T I V E S
Messiah Bible College believes its first allegiance is to Christ
and the Church. It aims to present to each student the claims of
Christ upon his life, and endeavors to send its young men and
women back home better Christians, more effective church workers and better citizens of their respective communities. It is giving its program a spiritual emphasis commensurate with the downward pull of a materialistic age. W e aim to train young men
and women for Christ,

She has filled a godly mission
Holding bravely to the right;
Pointing youth from earthly Pleasures
To the path of righteous light.
She shall live a hall of learning
Through the years in time to come;
In eternity exalted
With the souls for God she won.
Dear old College how I love thee
Battle scarred tho you may be;
You're the gem of institutions
Bible School—my M. B. C.
—John E. Gish, '29.

AUDITORIUM DEDICATION
The Alumni Association of the College presented the Auditorium (shown in the cut on this page) to the Board of Trustees
on Monday afternoon, May 31, 1937. This attractive substantial building bears testimony to the
loyalty and interest of her graduates and former
5 "
student body.
The President of the Alumni Association,
#'
Harold S. Martin, presented the building to the
. $;*.
*Board with the following appropriate remarks:
"Because of our sincere appreciation for all
that Messiah Bible College has meant in our lives
by instilling the virtues of highest character, clean
living, and a firm faith in the Lord Jesus Christ
'-> • '-.
our Savior,
"And believing that it is only reasonable that
we should express our feelings in a permanent way,
" W e take pleasure in presenting the Alumni
Auditorium to the Board of Trustees as a permanent
tribute to our Alma Mater and with the full hope
that she may continue to bless our country and lands
beyond the sea through the development of the
highest kind of leadership—that which is Christian."
The building was dedicated with the following
statements:
"As a Christian educational center, Messiah
Bible College is responsible for the physical, social,

iMiiiMlll
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Auditorium

Beulah College in Panorama
History

The history of Beulah College is the history of the contagious faith, courage, and
sacrifice of a small number of men and women from the ordinary
walks of life. In the year 1903 several members of the Brethren
in Christ Church chose Upland as their future home. These
pioneers of the California branch of the Church were people of
staunch religious principle. The congregation which they formed
began immediately to have regular religious services and to enjoy rapid growth under the gracious blessing of the Lord.
Beulah College was the response to the urgent need for a
school in which young people might be instructed in the principles
of the W o r d of God and under the guidance of Spirit-filled and
competent teachers. The founders and subsequent leaders of the
school have manifested a consistent desire for an actively evangelical school. The Bible standard of full salvation—justification
and holiness of heart and life—is upheld. A praying constituency
is a significant factor in maintaining the spiritual tone of the
school. A close bond, fostering mutual helpfulness and blessings,
exists between the California Church and the college.
Beulah College was opened September 6, 1920. Since that
time there has been an increase in the enrollment, which includes
students from a variety of denominations and states, and a corresponding expansion of the facilities for the giving of effective
instruction in the various fields—religious, scientific, literary, and
fine arts.
During the first fifteen years of her history, Beulah College
was located at Third Avenue and F Street, Upland. Growth and
expansion was no longer possible at this location. On January
30, 1935, the present site at Arrow Highway and San Antonio
Avenue was purchased.
The final test of the college is its graduates. A large percentage of these are engaged in active Christian service.
Whether or not the purposes of the founders are being realized
must be judged by the testimonies to the beneficient influence of
the college upon life decisions, by the messages of appreciation
frequently received from former students and alumni, and by the
place of esteem which Beulah College holds in the church and in
the community. T o gain advances whereby we shall be able to
make still greater contributions to the lives of our students, to
lead them into rich and growing spiritual experiences and, finally,
to fit them for effective and happy living in their respective vocations—this is the ever widening ideal of Beulah College.
Christian
Basic and fundamental in the Beulah ColScholarship
lege idea is Christian scholarship, which is
necessary in order to handle aright "the W o r d of truth," II Tim.
2:15. This scholarship humbles both the teacher and the student

before God. It leads them to see "the fields white already to harvest." It generates a passion for lost and dying souls. Moreover the Christian scholarship at Beulah challenges each student
to spiritual and mental growth in the unfoldment of Christian
character and Christian personality. Many educators believe
that there is paramount need for this new spiritual interpretation
of life—that religion is not an appendage but an integral part of
life. Beulah College has always maintained this position. It is
the sincere prayer of the Faculty that the Spirit of God may continue to permeate every activity of the school, from its Bible
classes and prayer circles to its science classes and social functions, and that throughout the whole institution there shall be a
strong and dominating spiritual emphasis.
Expanding
Flexibility of curriculum at a Christian colCurriculum
lege speaks of a scholarship which lends its
efforts to meet the varying needs of the church and her young
people. Recently Beulah had added courses to her curriculum to
meet the standards of the state university, colleges of theology,
and schools of medicine and nursing. The degrees, Bachelor of
Sacred Literature, and Bachelor of Sacred Music, are conferred
upon all who successfully complete the respective three-year college courses. Other courses lead to majors for the A. B., B. S.,
and Th. B. degrees.
Religious
According to the Beulah idea, it is not
Laboratory
enough to follow courses in the class room
and to consider theory only. Beulah College stresses the necessity
of doing practical work in the great religious laboratory of several
million people in the cities which surround her. Although students are not required to do religious laboratory work, yet each
one is urged to volunteer for this type of service. Every week
finds our student gospel teams engaged in city mission work,
evangelistic preaching, gospel singing, street heralding, young
people's meetings, and prayer services. This is a vital spiritual
upLft and challenge to all.
Student
The democratic spirit is advocated in every
Fellowship
department of the college life. The Beulah
College Unit is an organization of the entire student body which
is responsible for most of the student fellowship activities. The
Religious Committee from this organization is an expression of
the concern of students for the spiritual welfare of each other.
This group is also responsible for the Noon Prayer Circle three
times a week and for Student's Prayer meeting every Thursday
evening. Student fellowship is sponsored by student initiative
under faculty direction.
Daily
Daily victorious living under
Living
the power and unction of the
Holy Spirit is one of the main principles of the
Beulah Idea. If a student is able to live the life
of constant victory in a Christian college atmosphere where new spiritual light presents itself
daily, then he will be able to go out and be assured of a spiritual stability which will enable
him to give a perpetual stroke for the evangelization of the world. Holy Spirit-intoxicated men
and women are trained at Beulah to take the
ministry of the Gospel seriously.

The Upland

God's
A constant effort is being made
Call
to point students to Christian
service. Students are made to realize that the
God-planned life is the only worth-while life.
W h e n God calls a person to mission work, to
the ministry, to Sunday School work, to business, to a profession, to an occupation, his life
is signally blessed in proportion to his yielding to
God. Every year many students yield their lives

Church
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to God, and He fills them with the Holy Spirit. Beulah College
rejoices to see her graduates enter the various callings of life
when they have allowed God to sanctify them and fit them for
their respective service.
T h e College
Beulah College is very fortunate in that
Church
she is intimately associated with a large
college church of older folk. The contributions of such a church
to the college are manifold. Likewise, the contributing factors of
the college to the church are equally as great. In fact, there is
a well-balanced giving and receiving.

VISION
Martha Snell

One of the greatest items of contribution which the Upland
church makes is the stabilizing influence of the older people. It
is a great privilege to mingle with those who are ripe in experience. In this way the students learn the viewpoint of others who
have been out in life. They learn maturity while they are still in
training. This helps them greatly while they are in school and
after they leave the halls of the college.

Once an angel, to my pleading
Giving ear,
Let me have a glimpse of glory
Even here—•

Another great item of benefit from a church with older people is that of the students becoming indoctrinated in church doctrine. The church fathers speak in testimony and conversation
concerning the great doctrines of the Bible and the Church. In
this way there is the touching of life as well as word-of-mouth
testimony.

At evening, when the lamps of
heaven
All were lit.

Closely related to doctrine is church government and church
housekeeping. A large church, such as the Upland congregation,
has many phases of activity. Variety of information and experience is naturally the outcome of a church program of multi-activity. Training in church government under the leadership of
the church fathers is a great blessing. This first-handed information is so much better than the mere theory as it is found in text
books.
The constant call for workers which a large college church
makes, gives the students a chance to render immediate and practical service in all types of missionary, young people's Sunday
School, and general church work. Such week by week practical
training right in the whirl of life is most valuable to the student
and to the college.
According to the testimonies of the members of the church,
Beulah College is on the giving list as well as on the receiving list.
Many feel that the student body keeps the church atmosphere
young. Some of the older people say this mingling with the
young people helps to keep them young. Moreover, so much
youth activity presents an attractiveness to outside youth and
creates a desire on the part of others to be in the church group.

Left the gate of heaven open

Just a bit,

Poised on tiptoe, I was peering,
Very bold!
S a w the winding streets of
heaven
Gleaming gold,
Glimpsed the shining rows of
angels,
Far and far—
Robed in silver, crowned with
splendor,
Like a star;
Heard the
heavenly
choiring,
Peal on peal,
Till the wondering soul

music

Fair was all that land of beauty
And delight,

This atmosphere of youth brings with
it a preserving quality which holds the young
people for the Church and Christianity.
Here is the greatest contributing factor of
Beulah College to the Church. Beulah College does much in establishing c h u r c h
loyalties.

Beulah College
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And my heart was lifted, singing.
At the sight.
Then I saw the Lord of heaven
On His throne.
Saw Him waiting for the coming
Of His own
Since, my raptured
nothing
Save H.s face,
And my humbled
flooded
With His grace!

eyes

heart

see

is

Then they shut the door of
heaven
Close and tight,
Shut me out from all the glory
And the light;
But I keep the vision hidden
In my heart,
And I'm living now as one who
Walks apart.

within

,
,
D ,
Bade
me kneel.

In holding the young people for the
Church and Christianity, Beulah College
harnesses all the efforts and energies of the
young people in participating in church and
spiritual work. The home missionary work
of the church and the gospel team work of
the college keep the students as busy as
they can be in practical Christian training.
W h e n Beulah College hands a student back
to the church as a Christian worker, he or
she has had much experience in holding
services, revivals, conducting S u n d a y
Schools, etc. For all of this there is constant inter-activity between the Church and
the College.

Nicholson

Till the time when I go knock.
°
ing
At the door.
When it opens, I will leave it
Nevermore!

History of Jabbok Bible School
H P H E history of Jabbok Bible School dates back thirty-eight
•*• years. In 1899, Brother and Sister A. L. Eisenhower started
the Jabbok Faith Orphanage and Missionary Training Home. It
was their purpose to maintain an orphan's home, a holiness
school, a missionary training home in which missionary and Bible
training could be given in preparation for home and foreign mission work. In those early days this country was far from towns,
railroads, or other modern conveniences. As pioneers, Bro. and
Sr. Eisenhower suffered many privations in the interests of the
work to which God had called them.
As the work of the orphanage and training school was carried on, God's blessing was evidenced in the progress and prosperity of the work. In a few years a two story brick building
thirty feet square was erected. In course of time the burden became too heavy for Bro. and Sr. Eisenhower alone. They therefore offered the farm of one hundred and sixty acres and all the
buildings to General Conference of the Brethren in Christ. The
Conference of 1909, Abilene, Kansas, accepted their donation
with the provision that a certain sum of money be paid annually
to the donors as long as they live. Bro. and Sr. Eisenhower were
in charge of the orphanage work from 1899 to 1909.
At this time the old building seemed too small and inadequate
to properly care for the children. Consequently, the following
year 1910, a large brick building, four story, sixty by forty feet,
was erected. The institution prospered, and during the first fourteen years a large number of children were welcomed to the
Christian home atmosphere of Jabbok Orphanage. A grade
school was conducted in one of the buildings so that the children
received their early education under Christian influence. Bro.
and Sr. Enos N . Engle had charge of the work from 1910 to
1917. After that time several persons had charge, each for short
periods of time.
In 1924, conditions developed which made it advisable to
drop the orphanage work. Many Home Finding Societies
had sprung up. Their aim was to find homes for the children,
more from the social welfare than from the Christian viewpoint.
In some cases, children who had been under the Christian influence of the orphanage workers were taken out and placed in
homes that were not Christian. Hence, the efforts of the orphanage did not seem to be fruitful in gaining the desired results.
In the spring of 1925, the Brethren in Christ congregations at
Bethany and Leedey, felt the need of a school where their children might receive secular and religious education under safe influence. The empty buildings formerly used for the orphanage
offered a solution to this problem. At the Conference of 1925,
Highland, Ohio, the trustees of the institution consented to plans
for developing the Bible School phase of the work. On July 7,
1925, the Bethany district of the Oklahoma Church voted to start
the school and plans were formulated accordingly. A faculty
was secured with Eld. P. J. Wiebe engaged to serve as President. The first year of Jabbok Bible School was opened September H , 1925.
Since that time the school has prospered. It was accredited
by the State in 1928. The School has proved a great blessing to
the Church of Oklahoma and is recognized as a center for the
promotion of Christian education in the mid-west districts of the
Church, A number of our graduates and former students are

The Dairy Barn

now engaged in the ministry,
as licensed ministers, or ordained pastors. Others are
filling worthy places i n the
Home and Foreign mission
fields.
The school is located on
a large farm near the town of
The Chapel
Thomas. In addition to this
farm there is another quarter
section of land several miles southeast, making a total of three
hundred and fifteen acres belonging to the school. All the land and
buildings have been deeded to the trustees of Jabbok Bible School
and recorded. Bro. J. L. Eyster has charge of the farm and dairy
furnishing milk and cream to the town of Thomas. Between
four and five thousand quarts of milk are delivered to the people
of Thomas each month. The population of Thomas is about thirteen hundred. The farm and dairy are a great asset to the school
in making it possible for us to offer a large percentage of the
students some employment to help pay their school expenses. In
this way students are able to secure a Christian education at a
very reasonable cost.
The school is also fortunate in being situated in one of the
most prosperous farming sections of Oklahoma. The wheat crop
this year was the largest ever harvested in this locality. The
small town of Thomas took in over a million bushels from the
surrounding community. The four elevators in town were not
able to take it as fast as the farmers were trucking it in from the
fields.
W e certainly thank God for the way He has blessed and
prospered the work here at Jabbok through the past years. It is
our sincere prayer that the school may prove a blessing to God
and to the Church by standing firm on the W o r d of God in the
promotion of Christian education. The present faculty consists
of: Bro. Elmer L. Steckley, president; Bro. Kenneth B. Hoover;
Bro. John H. Engle; and Sr. Martha L. Eyster. This faculty
stands consecrated to give their best to help the students who
come to Jabbok.

BOARD O F T R U S T E E S
Board of Trustees of Jabbok Bible School: James R. Eyster,
Chairman; David Switzer, Secretary; Bishop D. R. Eyster, Treasurer; Bishop M, G. Engle; Homer Engle; I. G. Engle; Lee
Wilk;ns.
CONTROL OF SCHOOL
The property on which Jabbok Bible School is located is
owned by the General Conference of the Brethren in Christ
Church. The school is controlled by a board of seven members
who are confirmed by General Conference. In 1901 the school
was chartered by the Territory of Oklahoma, and in 1909 Gzneral
Conference held at Abilene, Kansas, accepted the charter. A
copy of it follows:
CHARTER
To All to Whom These Presents Shall Come, Greeting:
Whemas, A. L, Eisenhower, J. M. Zook, Anna B. Eisenhower, and Mary E. Zook, all of Thomas, O. T. have filed in the
office of the Secretary of the Territory of Oklahoma certain
articles^ of organization with a view of forming a corporation to
be kndivn as ]abbok Faith Missionary Home and Orphanage, for
th\2 purposes as follows:—The preaching of the Gospel in every
land and to maintain a Missionary Home for training and Bible
School for the training of Missionary Workers, for Home and
Foreign Mission
Work.
Also to maintain an Orphans' Home; a Holiness school and
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also to maintain the publication of Christian Religious Literature.
And those desiring to co-operate with the association can be received as Missionary Evangelists and other Gospel
Workers,
provided they are deemed worthy. All monies and property donated shall be used expressly for the purpose designatd by the
donor. With the principal place of business at Thomas, O. T.
To exist perpetually.
And having complied with the provisions
such cases made and provided.

of the Statutes

in

Therefore, the Territory of Oklahoma hereby grants unto the
above named persons and their associates, successors and assigns,
full authority by and under the said name of Jabbok Faith Training Home and Orphanage, to exercise the powers and privileges
of a corporation, for the purposes stated and in accordance with
their said articles of organization and the laws of this territory.
In Witness Whereof, These presents have been attested with
the Great Seal, and signed by the Secretary of the Territory of
Oklahoma, at Guthrie, the Twenty-sixth
day of August in the
year One Thousand Nine Hundred and One.
Signed:

William Grimes—Secretary

of Oklahoma

Territory.

L A W N A N N E X : — T h i s is a bungalow in which the president
and his family live.
L A U N D R Y : — A good-sized building a few feet from the Administration building contains all necessary equipment for students to do their own laundry work if they desire to do so.
Reasonable rates are charged those who wish their laundry
done by the school. A science laboratory adjoins this building.
EQUIPMENT
Some additions were made to the Library during the past
year, both by donations and purchases. It is especially rich in
reference works. Approximately fifteen of the better magazines
are found on its shelves. The Library has a special appeal for
those who desire to do reference work.
The Office has been supplied with a steel safe and record
file. Every facility is made to keep accurate records of each student's grades.
Typewriters and pianos furnish opportunity for practice in
their respective courses. The bus affords pleasant and adequate
means of transportation to and from Church.

BUILDINGS AND E Q U I P M E N T

CHARACTER

BUILDINGS
T H E CAMPUS:—Jabbok campus is an extensive plot of ground
of not less than ten acres. It is well located on a high elevation, commanding a good view of the surrounding country.
A D M I N I S T R A T I O N BUILDING:—A four-story brick structure, with basement, containing dining hall, kitchen, four commodious recitation rooms, chapel, music studio, reception room,
science laboratory and twelve living rooms and bedrooms. The
President's office is located at the north entrance.
BOYS' D O R M I T O R Y : — A two-story brick building is located
a few rods north of the Administration building, being well
lighted, amply furnished, and completely modernized.

Left to right: President's

Not what you say,
Or wish or hope,
While through darkness
Here you grope,
But what you do,
And what you are,
In heart and thought
And character—
This only makes you great:
And this,
If clothed in Jesus' righteousness,
Will open heaven's gate.
—Anon.

home; Residence of Mr. and Mrs. ]. L. Eystef; The barn; The school administration
Granary and garage; Boys' dormitory; Private dwelling.
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building;

History of Ontario Bible School
For a number of years the church in Ontario has felt the
need of a Bible School. Formerly the young people from Ontario attended Messiah Bible College at Grantham, Pa. However, on account of the strict immigration laws it was rather difficult to cross the line into the U. S. N o doubt this fact intensified the desire of the Canadian people to have their own school.
In 1932 a petition was sent to General Conference asking
for permission to start a Bible School in Ontario, and this was
granted. In September the same year at the Joint Council held
at Stevensville, Ont., a board of trustees of seven members was
appointed and they proceeded to launch the school. On Jan. 2,
1933, the school opened at Springvale, Ont., with a total attendance of fifteen students and the following teachers: Eld. P. J.
Wiebe, Bish. Alvin Winger and Sr. Stella Heise. The length of
the term was three months.

In the fall of the same year it was decided to have the school
at Gormley, Ont., in order to secure a larger local student body.
The term opened Jan. 1, 1934, and continued for thirteen weeks.
The attendance was about forty and the following were the
teachers: Bro. Adam Byers, Bish. Alvin Winger, and Sr. Stella
Heise. In November, 1934, a five months' term was begun at the
same place and with the same teachers. The attendance was approximately fifty.
In November, 1935, another five months' term was opened
at Gormley, Ont., with the following teachers: Bro. Jacob Kuhns,
Bish. Alvin Winger, Sr. Stella Heise, Sr. Ruth Heise, Bro. Clarence Heise and Eld. P, J. Wiebe. The attendance was about 40.
In October, 1936, a six months' term was opened at Gormley,
Ont., with the following teachers: Bro. Jacob Kuhns, Bish. Alvin
Winger, Sr. Ruth Heise, Eld. P. J. Wiebe, Eld. J. R. Steckley
and Sr. Edna Schoch. The attendance was 28 day students and
the same number in the extension course. The large dwelling house
of Sr. Clara Wideman is used as administration building and dormitory.
The plans for 1937-1938 are as follows: School will open
Oct. 4, 1937, for a six months term. Bro. Jacob Kuhns will be
absent for one year for advanced study. Eld. J. R. Steckley will
serve as president of the school for the year. He will also teach
music, history and science. The other teachers will be as follows: Bish. Alvin Winger, Bible; Eld. P. J. Wiebe, German and
mathematics; Sr. Edna Schoch, commercial subjects, Bro. Leroy
Walters, English.
Expenses: Room rent per week, $ .50; tuition per week,
$1.00; board per week, $1.75; laundry per month, $.75.

Sr. Clara Wideman

Board of trustees: John Nigh, chairman, Hagersville, Ont.;
P. J. Wiebe, secretary, Petersburg, Ont.; Orla Heise, treasurer,
Gormley, Ont.; Norman Winger, Stevensville, Ont.; Harvey
Sheft'er, Stayner, Ont.

Home

The Great Confession
By F. Elliott
u n p H O U art the Christ the Son of the Living God." (Matt.
•*• xvi. 17.) This grand confession of Peter's, made over
1900 years ago, is still the foundation of all true Christian experience. To-day, as ever, the question is asked, " W h a t think ye
of Christ?" and as the poet says,
"It's the test. To try both your state and your scheme.
You cannot think right of the rest, unless you think
rightly of him."
W h a t a man thinks determines what he does. "As a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he." Not the flotsam and jetsam of the
mind, that float around and come and go as they will, but heart
thoughts, summed up, boiled down, conclusions. Peter certainly
had the life and miracles of Christ, to confirm his faith in him. On
the other side were arrayed the Sanhedrin, priests, Scribes and
Pharisees, in fact the whole weight of popular opinion was against
him. Added to this, Peter was a man of an extremely sensitive
disposition, one who felt keenly regarding what people thought or
said about him as future incidents duly show. He was fully
aware of his Master's lowly birth and its attendant circumstances.
He knew that while foxes had holes and birds had nests, Jesus
had not where to lay his head. Humanly speaking, our Christ
could say with the poet,
"No foot of land do I possess.
No cottage in the wilderness;
A poor wayfaring man."

It meant much to Peter to make this confession, the odds
seemed all against him. It meant, to burn all his bridges behind
him, to cut all his shore lines, and launch into the unknown deep.
T o be socially ostracised, to be ecclesiastically anathemised, to be
scorned and persecuted for the Master's sake, these and much
more, Peter had reason to expect would follow. Yet when Jesus
asked, " W h o m say ye that I am?" without a moment's hesitation
Peter says, "Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God." Let
us find the secret source whence came such living faith as these
words imply. Listen to the voice of Jesus: "Blessed art thou
Simon Barjonah, for flesh and blood hath not revealed it unto
thee, but my Father, which is in heaven." It is a divinely revealed Christ, a living reality, a satisfying portion. The doubts are
gone, the fears are removed, "It is /, be not afraid." Peter could
say, " N o w rest my long divided heart upon this blissful center,
rest." His heart had "believed unto righteousness," and now his
mouth had made "confession unto salvation." "Unto them he
gave power to become the sons of God, even to them that believed on his name." The die is cast, the "Rubicon" is crossed,
henceforth this rugged impetuous fisherman of Galilee can beat no
retreat. Though in a moment of self-confidence he may boast
of his fidelity to Christ and later on deny and forsake him, yet, it
was only momentary and under tremendous pressure from without. One tender glance from his suffering Master, and the tears
of contrition flow down those bronzed cheeks. "He went out
and wept bitterly." In that dark hour of sorrow at his Master's
(Continued on page 63)
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The Foundation of Faith
Henry G. Brubaker, President of Beulah College
E great monoliths deT Hsigned
for the Cathedral of St. John the Divine
in N e w York City are the
largest monuments e v e r
built in this country. They
are the mightiest of all the
single stones quarried and
s e t in America.
The
weight of these great cathedral stones is ninety
tons.
The writer saw a bigger
stone in N e w York—the
Egyptian Obelisk in Central Park. It was quarried
more than 3,500 years ago
in honor of Thothnes III.
It is 69 feet 2 inches high,
Henry G. Brubaker
with a base 7 feet 8 inches
square, and weighs 220
tons. It is a mystery to present-day engineers as to how the
ancient Egyptians quarried, transported, and raised it.
Much of the grandeur of Egyptian architecture was due to
the sculptor. The sculptors would cut colossal figures from a
single block. These blocks were often from eighty to ninety feet
high and weighed as much as a thousand tons. The engineers of
the ancient Egyptian empire moved many such gigantic figures for
hundreds of miles. Egypt excelled in producing works of this
massive, monumental character.
But when it comes to the great stone of the eternal ages, we
do not look to N e w York, nor to Egypt, but to "the stone which
the builders rejected" in Palestine which stone "has become the
headstone of the corner." Mark 12:10. In fact, Isaiah speaks in
this common Near East language and calls this conerstone of sufficient dimension to form a monolithic foundation: "Therefore, thus
saith the Lord God, Behold, I lay in Zion for a foundation a
stone, a tried stone, a precious corner stone, a sure foundation:
he that believeth shall not make haste," or as the Septuagint version has it: "he that believeth shall not be ashamed or confounded."
The foundation stone imagery used here is drawn from the
practice of Oriental kings to employ foundation-stones of enormous size and weight at the corners of their large buildings. This
was practiced by King Solomon, as was evidenced by the excavators of the Palestine Exploration Fund when they uncovered
great stones at the corners of Solomon's temple, which stones are
over thirty-eight feet long and weigh more than a hundred tons.
Of course, the reference here cannot be to the material structure
of the temple as Israel's true foundation for refuge. Rather it
would seem that the Lord Jehovah would be the rock (c. f. Isa.
26:4; 30:29). And, from this the application to Christ by the writers of the N e w Testament (Rom. 9:33; Eph. 2:20; I Pet. 2:6-8).
Christ is the spiritual foundation. He is the only foundation
of Salvation faith. The apostle Peter was very definite concerning this fact, when he addressed the Jewish Sanhedrin as recorded in Acts 4:11, 12: "This is the stone which was set at
nought of you builders, which is become the head of the corner.
Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other
name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be
saved."
Christ as the only foundation of Christian faith is further affirmed by the apostle Paul when the Philippian jailor asked: "Sirs,
what must I do to be saved?" The apostle answered: "Believe on
the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved." Acts 16:30, 31.

There is no foundation of faith for spiritual deliverance except
Jesus Christ of Calvary. At Calvary, Christ made our salvation
possible. Here atonement was made for you and for me. Any
one who does not have his or her faith founded and built on
Christ is not saved.
It seems as though there are many who build their faith on
some other foundation, such as: going to church every Sunday,
attending Sunday School regularly, having the name placed on
the church roll, rigidly following every sacred ordinance of God's
house—baptism, feetwashing, Lord's supper, etc., wearing or not
wearing certain apparel, or even going from place to place
straightening out the back tracks by confession and restitution. It
is true that all of these things accompany salvation, but they are
not salvation. A person may have followed these things most
religiously, but unless he has appropriated by faith the merits and
efficacy of Christ and His redemptive work on Calvary to his
life, he is still in his sins. Other things have no power to save.
The Christ o-f Calvary's cross is the only sure foundation of faith.
Here rests the only power to save.
It must be dreadful to come to the judgment and hear the
words "I never knew you," after one has made a profession of
salvation for years, and an honest profession at that. It would
be shocking to find out that one was saved without a Savior. A
life of toil and labor of high excellence in working out ones salvation is meritless unless faith in Christ be the starting-point.
Christ is the only secure foundation of our faith. Many seek to
be saved that they may come to Christ instead of coming to
Christ that He may save them. It is like the man who built the
house first and put in the foundation afterward. Christ is not
only the Omega of our faith, but He is also the Alpha. True
Christian lives are started with Christ, as well as ended with
Christ.
N o t only is Christ our foundation of faith as Savior from
sin, but also as sanctifier. The same power which is appropriated
by faith to remove the guilt of sin, is also appropriated
to cleanse the life from the Adamic sin or the carnal nature.
Here, too, we would have to say that one could call upon God
for hours, or seek holiness of heart and the infilling with the
Spirit for months, and then suddenly come through with a great
blessing of some sort, and afterward profess holiness, and all
without faith in Christ the only One who is able to cleanse the
heart from all sin and carnality, and to fill it with the Holy Spirit.
" W e are sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus
Christ once for all." Hebrews 10:10. "Wherefore Jesus also,
that he might sanctify the people with his own blood, suffered
without the gate." Hebrews 13:12. In light of this, it is scriptural to say that no one is sanctified without Christ as the sanctifier. Christ is the foundation of our faith in relation to sanctification and holiness.
T o the Christian, Christ is the perpetual foundation of faith.
This faith in the resurrected Christ means a continuous overcoming life. A life which is wholly yielded and consecrated to
God is built upon Christ this mighty Rock and eternally sure
foundation. "The believer is now kept clean from the defilement
of a sinful world, . . . as he walks in the light of God's W o r d ,
I John 1:7, in continual obedience and complete surrender to His
will." All of this is made continually effectual through the work
and power of the Holy Spirit (II Thess. 2:13; Eph. 1:13).
N o w we are face to face with the great commission phase
of this faith. On the one hand this faith is highly contagious,
while on the other hand, great care needs to be taken to foster
and to encourage the building of faith on this everlasting foundation. Our regular church services, the many evangelistic and tent
campaigns, our Sunday School enterprises, the Young People's
meetings and conventions, our Christian Schools and Colleges,
(Continued on page 62)
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Preaching by the Printed Page
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., President of Messiah Bible College
Text: "The Lord gave the word, great was the
of those that published it." Psalms 68:10.

company

A W O R D is an expression of a thought.
* ^ Our thoughts are the true measure of
our character for "as a man thinketh in his
heart so is he." Thus the W o r d of God is
an expression of His thoughts and a revelation of His character. God has expressed
himself to man in a threefold way: The word
through nature—creation — tells of God's
wisdom and power. The word through a
'«:-'••_ -.V.- .- 1
book—the Bible—tells of God's holiness,
justice and love. The word through a perC. N.
sonality—Jesus Christ—tells of God's mercy
Hostetter, Jr.
and grace.
Thus God gave the word—the first by creation, the second
by inspirat'on, and the third by incarnation. The word through
nature, which all men can read, is not sufficient to provide salvation for the human family. God's thoughts expressed in Christ
and in the Bible provide the cure for sin and man's only hope
of salvation. Since that be so, how necessary that men hear the
word of God!
While God gave the word it remains for man to publish it.
The printed page has proved to be the greatest medium of Gospel dissemination. Dr. Abdel Ross W e n t z states eloquently, "with
Luther's translation the printing press discovered the Bible, took
it on its wings and flew with it over the face of the earth." Publications, books and tracts have carried the W o r d of God farther
and more rapidly in the last four centuries than any other medium.
May I turn aside just for a moment and cite two of the
numerous examples that are found in history. Rousseau, the
French philosopher, published his revolutionary ethical ideas
throughout France. That seed, historians agree, came to harvest
in the terrible French Revolution. In 1854 the daughter of one of
America's greatest preachers wrote a book—Uncle Tom's Cabin
—and in less than ten years slavery was abolished in America.
The Protestant Reformation becoming a world movement in
a brief period of time was strongly abetted by the printed page.
Luther's German Bible, his writings and the writings of his conjts8SSfjp&»

The Foundation of Faith
(Continued from page 61)
our Christian homes with the family altars, our mission work both
Home and Foreign, and the Evangelical Visitor, are all vital
agents in spreading the faith which is so ruggedly built on Jesus
Christ, the Rock of Ages.
If we were to point out which agent is the greatest, it would
be a most difficult task. All of the above named agencies work
harmoniously together, just as the many organs of one body. You
could hardly tell where the one stops and the other begins. The
co-ordination and co-operation is most perfect.
The Evangelical Visitor has served the Brethren in Christ
Church for fifty years. Our "Visitor" has "earnestly contended
for the faith which was once delivered unto the saints," and has
helped thousands of readers through the years in keeping true to
Christ, the only foundation of the Christian faith.
It is, therefore, most fitting that the Publication Board and
Staff of Editors should set aside this issue as a Golden Jubilee
Number to betoken the fifty years of service and evangelism.
M a y God continue to bless this great enterprise with vision and
talent to keep apace with the Church, and the demands she is going to continue to make on the Evangelical Visitor during the
coming years in making known the Christ, the superb foundation
of faith.
—Upland, California.

temporaries brought light to the multitudes who through the dark
ages were deprived of first hand instruction from the W o r d of
God.
The results of the Wesleyan revival were preserved and its
influences made to live through the succeeding centuries through
the books published by John Wesley. The father of Methodism
traveled 250,000 miles in his lifetime, preached 40,000 sermons
and wrote 200 volumes. Those 200 volumes have extended the
ministry of Wesley to each generation since his time. Charles
H. Spurgeon preached the Gospel to many thousands weekly for
forty years in the city of London. The number who listened to
his voice was small compared to the great multitude who read his
messages while the great preacher was living and since he has
passed to his reward. Moody one time said that a very profitable
religious service could be conducted by simply reading one of
Spurgeon's great sermons to your congregation.
Is it not singular that organized foreign and home mission
work was only launched after the Brethren in Christ Church began the publication of the Evangelical Visitor? A greater consciousness of the sinner's need, a deeper sense of our duty to God
and lost men, a greater appreciation of the power of the Gospel
were made to bear upon the thinking of our people through the
ministry of the Evangelical Visitor. The activities of our workers, need for prayer and finances and the general progress of our
missionary endeavor have been kept before our people by this
medium. It is my candid opinion that our missionary enterprise
would have been wholly impossible were it not for the ministry
of the Evangelical Visitor.
As a people, we should write and publish more books.
Heresies and cults are busy all around us publishing literature
and selling and distributing these publications through the hands
of enthusiastic propagandists, while we sit smugly by only half
awake in relation to our Gospel task. Let us publish and distribute books, papers and pamphlets that will magnify the matchless name of our Christ and will enlighten men and women so
that they may be led out of error and darkness into the glorious
light and liberty of the children of God. May it be true of us
that "Great is the company of those that publish the good
tidings."

He is the path, if any be
misted;
His is the robe, if
naked be;
If any chance to
He is bread;

any

hunger,

If any be a bondman,
is free;

He

If any be but weak,
strong is He!

how

To dead men, life He is;
to sick men, health;
To blind m?n sight, and to
the needy, wealth;
A pleasure without loss, a
treasure
without
stealth.
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Rural and City Missions
(Continued from page 47)
ing I ever witnessed, and the glory and power of God were manifest in a miraculous way. Sixteen were at the altar the night the
building was burned down.
" W e immediately opened meetings at Sherman Valley in a
little country church and had services there for six nights. Between fifty and seventy-five souls were at the altar of prayer.
W e came back to Saxton again and opened services in a garage.
The building did not hold the crowds. A young man came to
church one night on crutches. He was made whole and went
home without them. The same brother was healed of epileptic
fits and now he is a licensed minister in the Brethren in Christ
Church."
Ten years ago there were only four members of the Brethren
in Christ Church in Kentucky. Today there are members in
seven or eight communities. Six Sunday Schools are being operated under the direction of our mission workers and a seventh
one is about to be organized. Eight or ten regular preaching appointments are maintained in this field.
During the summer of 1929 Walter Taylor and wife were
assigned to the Houghton Mission District in Ontario. They were
the first resident workers to be placed in that community. Bro.
Taylor labored less than three years in this field and then went to
be with the Lord. During his stay there a church building was
erected and the few scattered members grew to a class of more
than fifty. His was the first grave in the new cemetery at the
Walsingham Church. Six men who had been saved and united
with the Church under his ministry bore his remains to their last
resting place. His self-sacrificing spirit so manifest during his life
was forcefully demonstrated in one of his last requests. Knowing
he had no money with which to pay the funeral director, he requested that he be buried in a plain box, in order that his friends
would not be burdened with any debt incurred by his funeral.
Other Home Mission workers, like Bro. Taylor, have followed their Master and laid down their lives striving to bring
their fellowmen to God. Among this group are Elmo Brechbill

and Anna Bert, of Chicago, Levi B. Schell, at Welland, and
Barbara Brubaker, at Granville, Pa.
At the present time thirty-five preaching appointments are
served, fifty-four workers are busy in an effort to reach the unsaved, including sixteen ordained preachers. Thousands of seekers have sought the Lord at these altars and many hundreds have
followed the Lord in baptism and united with the Church. From
Jan. 1, 1932, to Jan. 1, 1935, four hundred and two members were
received into fellowship under the auspices of the Home Mission
Board.
Let us not glory in these results, which are after all but
meager, but facing a sinful world, let us more confidently make
plain the way of God to man and expect that yet much "greater
works shall follow those that believe."

T h e Great Confession
(Continued from page 60)
sufferings and fate, and his own unfaithfulness, his inmost soul
cries out, "Thou art the Christ."
T o return, "Blessed art thou," believing on and confessing
Christ as certainly brings blessedness as day follows night, if it
comes from the heart. In Peter's case still more was added, he
was given a new name, Petrus, a rock or stone, and on this confession of faith that emanated from this rock, Christ promised to
build his Church and the gates of hell should not prevail against it.
Christ did not mean, as a corrupt church teaches, that he would
build his Church on Peter personally, but on his divinely inspired
confession. If we follow the "Acts" we find all the conversions
recorded rest on the basic confession, "Thou art the Christ the
Son of the loving God." Down through the dark ages it was
the Rock on which the storm-tossed Church securely rested.
Justification by faith alone, an all-atoning, an all-sufficient Savior,
the Son of the Living God. In our own age of liberty, light and
knowledge, there is nothing can fill its place, a believing heart, a
divinely revealed Christ, and an honest confession of him before

RESOLUTIONS FOR THE CHRISTIAN OF TODAY
I am resolved that I will never lose sight of the infinite value placed on human souls by our Lord Jesus Christ.
I am resolved that I will abstain from whatever may deepen the prejudice, against the Gospel, of the people with
whom I associate.
I am resolved to take advantage of every opportunity of doing good to every person I may contact.
I am resolved to lift up the Christ as the only means of salvation.
I am resolved to treat all men everywhere at all times as my equal.
I am resolved by the grace of God that I will gather with Christ in an endeavor to build up His cause and kingdom
and not to scatter.
1 am resolved that I will daily seek a deeper knowledge of God's Word, the Bible.
I am resolved that I will seek constantly to nurture by the reading of God's Word, by prayer, and Christian service
the spiritual life which God has given me.
I am resolved to give myself without reserve to the cause of Christ, to count nothing dear to me that may in anywise hinder the grace of God flowing through my life as a channel of blessing to others or that would deter
me from apprehending that for which I have been apprehended in Christ by a high and holy calling.
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Finis
NOW UNTO HIM THAT IS ABLE
TO KEEP YOU FROM FALLING,
AND TO PRESENT YOU FAULTLESS
BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF HIS GLORY
WITH EXCEEDING JOY.
TO THE ONLY WISE GOD, OUR SAVIOUR,
BE GLORY AND MAJESTY,
DOMINION AND POWER,
BOTH NOW AND FOREVER.
AMEN.
Jude 24, 25.

Report of Solicitation as of August 28th
Q l N C E personal contact with almost every home in the brother^ hood was made during our recent debt-reducing solicitation, we believe every contributor is eager to know the results
of the weeks of sacrificing effort on the part of the Publication
Board members and others who assisted in this campaign.
At our Board meeting held during our Anniversary services
at Nappanee on August 28-29, various reports of the contributions
and pledges received during our canvass were compiled, and we
were rather disappointed to find we were about $1,350.00 short
of our goal of $14,500.00, the amount of the mortgage indebtedness.
W h e n the moment in our note-burning ceremony was reached
that the mortgage itself was presented, we felt honor bound not
to burn the mortgage unless we had means in sight to fully cover
the notes it secured. As the matter was presented to the assem-

No. 3.

Any amount realized above the sum mentioned, will be applied to liquidate other indebtedness.
Will you not give us another lift so we can reach our goal?
W e wish to express the sincere appreciation of the cordial
reception of our solicitors by the Church as a whole, and the liberal support of many, and co-operation in spirit and gifts, large
and small, which made possible the results already attained, and
pray that the richest blessings of God may rest upon all.
A detailed list of all donors is being kept on file at the Publishing House. Since the list is large and many requested that
their names should not be published, the Publication Board decided to publish only the totals by districts. This report will appear elsewhere in this issue.
Since the E. V. Publishing House is your institution, and the
Publication Board and the Managing Staff are your servants, de-

rsary {jatnering.
Bro. Stump introducing Prof. A. D. Baker of Winnipeg, Manitoba,

bled audience of our brethren and supporters (most of whom had
previously contributed liberally to the cause), many at once purposed to share a "second blessing", and in a few minutes over
one thousand dollars was given in cash and pledges. W e then
felt justified in committing the mortgage to the flames amid the
strains of "Praise God from whom all blessings flow."
While the result of our solicitation at this date, September
18th, shows a total of $15,462.77, including $2,237.00 in unpaid
pledges, the returns under plans 4, 5 and 6 cannot be construed
as contributions to the debt reducing fund, and should be turned
into the operating fund of the Publishing House. Deducting this
item of $1,027.50 with the solicitation expense of $175.00, will
show a net return of $14,292.47.
The Board still needs $208.53 to fully cover the mortgage
indebtedness of $14,500.00. W e are sure there are enough loyal
supporters of the Publishing House who will be glad to have a
share in wiping out this remaining need. Send your contributions
direct to the Board Treasurer,
C H A R L E S E. CLOUSE, Nappanee, Indiana.

who gave the

invocation.

sirous to do our best to serve your spiritual needs through our
Church Publication, we covet your pfayers that our working together may be for the glory of God, and enlargement and enrichment of the Church.
B R E T H R E N IN C H R I S T P U B L I C A T I O N BOARD, Inc.
O. B. Ulery, President.
E. V. P U B L I S H I N G H O U S E
V . L. Stump, Manager.

Report of Contributions by States and
Districts
Eld. Ohmer U. Herr, Secretary of the Publication Board,
gave the following report of the solicitation, tabulated according
to information submitted by solicitors, as of August 28th. In this
tabulation an effort was made to credit districts or states with
the amount of their contributions. The actual figures will be some-

SUPPLEMENT TO ANNIVERSARY NTTMBER OP THE EVANGELICAL VISITOR
By lifting- up the staples, you can remove these pages and place them in your Anniversary Number. Moisten the gummed side and place
under weight until dry.

[ sixty-five ]

what changed when the final reports are completed.
the date when this report was compiled.
Districts
Canada
$
Rapho
New Guilford
Montgomery
Air Hill
Mowersville
Ringgold
Dauphin-Lebanon
_.
Donegal
Manor-Pequea
Juniata
Morrison-Cove
Miscellaneous
Granville
Kentucky
Richland-Ashland
Stark County
Wayne Co
Miami Co
Dayton
Indiana
Kansas
California
Clark County
Grantham-Cumberland ....
Bucks-Montgomery
Philadelphia
Michigan
Illinois
Clarence Center-Buffalo ..
Totals

Cash Subscriptions
217.00 $ 96.50
649.25
134.75
927.00
14.00
89.00
6.00
2719.00
31.00
92.00
10.00
155.00
414.60
59.50
884.25
110.00
720.75
46.50
32.25
4.25
227.00
35.00
9,00
6.00
5.00
2.00
6.00
61.00
13.00
5.00
10.00
10.00
13.00
313.00
30.00
588.00
47.25
412,00
33.50
574.50
75.00
358.50
109.50
390.00
10.25
65.00
64.00
355.00
66.00
15.00
2.00
133.00
81.00
40.00
15.50
135.00
40.75

$10-596.20 $1172,25

Please note

Pledges
$41.00
40.00
5.00

112.00
54.00
5.00
2.00
55.00
11.00
124.00
205.00
12.00
161.25
394.00
135.00
57.00

$1413.25

Total
$ 313.50
825.00
981.00
100.00
2760.00
102.00
155.00
474.10
1106.25
821.25
41.50
262.00
17.00
7.00
6.00
129.00
15.00
. 23.00
354.00
759.25
650.50
661.50
468.00
561.50
129.00
815.00
152.00
271.00
55.50
175.75
$13181.70

Report of Cash Receipts and
Disbursements
By States from Solicitation to September 18, 1937
California
$ 468.00
Indiana
406.25
Illinois
81.25
Iowa
5.00
Kansas
788.50
Kentucky
6.00
Michigan
240.05
New York
177.75
Ohio
1,770.67
Oklahoma
31.50
Ontario
313.50
Pennsylvania
8,137.05
Miscellaneous
333.00
E. V. Publishing House

$12 758.52
469.25 Old Balance $
$13,227.77

B. Ulery.

Commemoration Service Well Attended
30.01

13,227.77
$13,257.78

Expenditures to September 18, 1937
Mileage al'ance on Solicitation $ 145.80
Mileage al'ance, Board Meeting
30.00
to Pub. House as Visitor Rec.
994.50
(Under Plans 4, 5 & 6)
2nd Check to Pub. House,
same as above
33.00
Paid on Beneficiary Note
500.00
Paid Messiah Bible Col Note.... 5,000.00
Paid Messiah Home Note
5,000.00
Paid on V. L. Stump Note
1,000.00
Interest on same
28.00
$12,731.30

and lighted a candle, which was prepared especially for the occasion, and placed on the pulpit at the "front of the platform.
Bro. Ulery then came forward and after making a number of
very appropriate remarks, Bro. Ohmer U. Herr presented him
with a one hundred dollar note, held by Sr. Mary E. Schatz; and
an Annuity Contract which was cancelled by Alice Albright and
given as a contribution to the Publishing House; also, a note in the
sum of two hundred dollars, previously held by J. A. Minter,
transferred to an Annuity Contract. These were then burned. A
note of two thousand dollars, originally held by the General Executive Board and cancelled by action of the Board in Conference
in 1936, was also consigned to the flames.
The Treasurer of the Beneficiary Board, Carl J. Ulery, then
presented a claim in the amount of five hundred dollars, which was
cancelled and note burned.
Eld. Ray Heisey, acting for the Messiah Bible College, then
presented a claim of five thousand dollars in the form of a note
covered by mortgage, and was give a check for five thousand dollars in payment of this obligation and this note was also burned.
Bish. Ulery then stated that there was $1,357.00 lacking in
order to burn the mortgage, but permission had been granted to
burn the document, providing they could secure enough funds
to make up the balance.
He started off the subscription with twenty-five dollars and
asked the privilege to underwrite the last fifty. The congregation
was then given an opportunity to contribute by donations, etc.
As stated in the previous report, many of these had previously given but as the appeal went out, the response was very
generous. As there remained yet an amount of over two hundred
dollars to be raised, the Publication Board, after a hasty consultation, assumed the responsibility of this balance, believing that
those in the brotherhood who had not yet responded and some
who had given only renewals, would be glad for the opportunity to help assume the balance and wipe it out. The mortgage
was then burned.
Eld. V. L. Stump expressed the thanks and appreciation for
the Board, the Publishing House and all concerned, for the splendid way in which the Church had responded. There was a special number in song given by the Ladies' Quartet, after which
the congregation sang " W h e n W e AH Get T o Heaven" and
then rose for the concluding prayer and benediction by Bish. O.

$12,731.30

i

,

i :

Balance Sept. 18, 1937
$ 526.48
Cancellation Contributions
A Brother (Int Free Loan)
$100.00
Alice Albright (Annuity Contract) 100,00
Mary E. Schatz (Int Free Loan).... 100.00
Messiah Bible Col (Int Acct)
70.00
A Brother (Reduction on Note).... 75.00
A complete report will be published at a later date.

Following the reading of the above report and a few remarks
by Bro. Herr, Miss Marjorie Herr of N e w Carlisle came forward

The Commemoration Service, held August 28 and 29, was
well attended and had representatives from the following states:
Canada, California, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, N e w York, Ohio
and Pennsylvania. The largest delegation of visitors was from
Ohio. Southern Ohio was especially well represented. The
weather was ideal and well suited to our program. The Indiana
Churches including Union Grove, Locke and Garrett united in
furnishing meals and entertainment for the meeting. Splendid
meals were served and every effort was made to make the occasion a pleasant one for those in attendance.
On Saturday morning there were many of the visitors and
also many local people who took advantage of the opportunity to
visit the plant.
The services at the church were well attended and the addresses given were very splendid. W e hope to be able to print
some of these addresess in a later issue of the Visitor.
W e especially appreciated the fine group of young people
who so kindly ministered to us in song.
For the Sunday afternoon service chairs had been arranged on
the lawn in front of the Publishing House, the city granting us
permission to block off the streets so that we were not bothered
with traffic. On the whole it was a service which will be long
remembered by 3& those who attended and the results give evidence of what people can do when they have a mind to work.
Considering how small we are numerically, the results of the
Anniversary Drive, meeting and all, must be written down in our
history as a worthwhile achievement. T o God be all the glory.
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No. 1. The Anniversary Gathering listening to the singers. No. 2. A group of young people from California and Ohio.
These young people, with a group from Southern Ohio, rendered splendid service in song during the Anniversary Meeting. No. 3.
Invocation. No. 4. A message in song.

Program of the Commemoration Service
Saturday Afternoon, August 28th
COMMEMORATION SERVICE AT THE

Voluntary Response by Congregation
Illustrated Song, "The Ninety and
N

UNION GROVE CHURCH
2:00
2:30
2:40

3:05
3:30
3:55
4:20

7:45

Divine Worship
"A Word of Welcome"
Bish. Carl G. Stump
"Literature and Printing f r o m
Graven Rock to Modern Art"
C Ray Heisey
A Message in Song ...'.
Male Quartet, Ohio
"Development and Preservation of
the Scriptures by Printing"
C. W. Boyer
"Benefits of Printing in Music and
Song"
Bish. L. W. Wingert
"Printed Messengers of the Gospel"
C. J. Carlson
Evening Lunch
Saturday Evening, August 28th
7:30 P. M. (D. S. T.)
Devotional Service
Led by P. J. Wiebe
"Blessings that have come to me
through the EVANGELICAL VISITOR"

*»

i ^ S ^ K

(Illustration by Paul McBeth)
8:05
8:40

7:00
7:30
8:30
9 : oo

10:00
10:15

0

8

8

lpS

V ^ ™ * ? * * ™ °* l ^ t
SSf
m Blble Stud
y -~' B l s h - °- B ' U l e r y
"Ministerial Responsibility in Adyocatmg the Use of Our Pubhcatl0ns
Ohmer U. Herr
L a b a n Win
„
.
gert
J#
Benediction.
„ ,
,,
.
.
, „„,,
Sunday M
<™S> AuS«st 29th
Sunday Morning Worship
Breakfast-luncheon
Devotional Service
to 10:00 Sunday School Period
The Lesson taught by Bish O. B.
Ulery, 9:00 to 9:30.
The smaller groups, Miss Catherine
Eyer, 9:00 to 9:30.
iu u s trated t a l k by C. W.
An
Boyer, 9:30 to 10:00.
Devotions
A Message in Song—"Amazing
Grace"
Divine Worship
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12:00

"Future Outlook of the Brethren
in Christ Church and Its Institutions."—Eld. C. Ray Heisey,
Bish. O. B. Ulery
Noon Luncheon
Sunday Afternoon, August 29th
2:00 P. M.

SPECIAL COMMEMORATION SERVICE
AT THE PUBLISHING HOUSE
Reading of Psalms 119:137-152
Invocation by Prof. A. D. Baker
Song—Male Octet
"Step by Step with the EVANGELICAL
VISITOR"
V. L. Stump
Song—Mixed Quartet
Report of solicitation campaign by Ohmer
U. Herr, Sec'y and Charles E. Clouse,
Treas.
"Fruition—Burning the Certificates of Indebtedness"
Bish. O. B. Ulery
Song—Ladies' Quartet
Benediction.
Special selections in song were given by the
quartets during the meals, served in
the Dining Room.

Burning the Mortgage
I

N the picture shown herewith those who were not privileged to siah Bible College note of $5,000.00 given in 1929 and covered by
attend the Anniversary Meeting will get a little idea of the mortgage on the real estate is being burned, having been paid by
thrill of that wonderful moment when the Chairman of our Publi- check from Anniversary Drive Funds.
cation Board began burning the certificates of indebtedness. This
Photo marked N o . 3 the Messiah Home note which was reevent was made possible by the co-operation
placed made by partial payment and another
and generous giving of our people.
MfPsii m
note, to be taken up as soon as sufficient
funds were received from pledges and cash
W e regret that the pictures are not as clear
a"^4
;•• -'
given during the Anniversary drive, was conas they should be. But as they were snapped
signed to the flames.
while the ceremony was in progress and
• '"'••; '•'.• ' V' iJ
Photo N o . 4 shows the grand finale when
there was considerable shade we are glad that
the pictures a r e as distinct as
: "
an amount large enough to wars.v,
they are.
rant the Publication Board assuming the balance
Photo marked
and burning the
N o . 1 is Brother
mortgage
was
Ulery burning an
^^
? ''^ f •• ' Ijpj; 1
reached.
Annuity Contract
$100.00 w h i c h
I
T h e
particiw a s
cancelled
*
pants as well as
during the drive:
the crowd gatherAn E x e c u t ive
ed j o i n e d in a
Board note $2,great feeling of
000 cancelled at
praise and gratithe 1936 Confertude as this was
ence; an interest
done, and many
free note cancelhearts, we are
led by M a r y E.
sure, were quietSchatz
$100.00;
ly lifted to God
and a note by J.
in t h a n kfulness
A. Minter
exand praise for the
changed for an
o p p o r tunity of
Annuity C o nsharing in this
tract $200.00; and
commemoration.
a note held by
the
Beneficiary
Photo N o . 5
Board $1,500.
t h e Benediction
Photo marked
by Bishop O. B.
N o . 2 the MesUlery.

1

The Anniversary Number Appreciated
A great many letters have been written us.
telling how much the Anniversary Number is
appreciated and enjoyed. We do not have
room for all of them but want to pass on a
few to our readers.
Montchanin, Delaware
September 10, '37
Editor
Evangelical Visitor
Dear Editor:
I think the issue is wonderfully edited—
articles interesting—the pictures very good—
and the printing exceptional. I have read
everything twice.
Sincerely
Abby D. Heisey.
26 Pooley Place
Buffalo, N. Y.
Sept. 9, 1937
Dear Brother Stump
Greetings in the name of Jesus:
Having received a copy of the 50th Anniversary of the "Evangelical Visitor" in book
form; from whence it came or through what
source I do not know, but I wish to thank whoever the donor was, for I can assure you that
it will be a keepsake for years to come. Having been in the printing business since 1885 I
think I know and appreciate a specimen of
the "art preservative," and I wish to convey
my sincere criticism on merited efforts put
forth in this book. It certainly is a work of
art from cover to cover, the blending of col-

ors, typography make-up, and general composition and layout far surpasses any church
book I have seen in some time and it certainly is a credit to the Brethren in Christ Denomination and should find a warm spot in
every Brethren's home and many others. The
"Visitor" is a very welcome guest in our
home.
Wishing you and your co-workers Heaven's
richest blessings on all your undertakings and
a greater field for the "Visitor," I remain
Tours in the Faith,
Henry P. Greiner.

the pleasure of meeting at father's home from
time to time.
It seems the number is worthy to be in any
home library where religious inspiration and
information is desired.
Sincerely wish the Editor and the entire
Board the success they so much desire and
deserve under the direction of the Holy
Spirit's guidance,
I remain, willing to pray for its success,
Charles R. Stump.
2001 Paxton St.
Sept. 8, 1937

3108 So. Wash. St. Dear Bro. Stump:
Greetings to you in the name of Jesus, He
Marion, Indiana
who has become precious in our daily lives,
Sept. 12, 1937 and
in whose service our lives are gladly spent.
Dear Brother:
Permit us to take this opportunity to heartI want to express our appreciation of the ily congratulate you on your splendid piece of
Anniversary Number of the Evangelical Vis- work in the Anniversary Number of the Evanitor. It was, truly, a remarkable issue: from gelical Visitor. We know that much time and
the standpoint of composition, artistic arrange- energy have been expended in the compilation
ment and most of all its completeness with re- of such a beautiful and valuable book. In a
gard to subject matter that meant the life and new way it gives us an appreciation of the
growth of the publication since its inception E. V. Publishing House and also again refifty years ago.
minds us of the untiring work of our editing
It is my happy privilege to remember its manager.
first issue, and always was it a choice visitor
May the Lord continue to richly bless you
at our fireside. The ennobling memories of in your work as he surely has been. We shall
such fine Christian men as Elder Henry David- continue to be back of you with our prayers
son, Rev. George Detwiler, Bish. Samuel Zook, and support.
Dr. W. _Q. Baker, and most all of those menYours in service for Him,
tioned as having been vitally interested in the
publication of the "Visitor" have been a great
Graybill Wolgemuth
inspiration to me. Many of them I have had
Samuel Wolgemuth
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